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CHAPTER DCCIX.

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE ASSIZE OF BREAD AND FOR OTHER PUR-
POSES THERHIN MENTIONED.

Whereas the mode heretofore used for regulating the assize
of bread by the prices at which wheat is commonly sold has been
found on experience to be unequal, as the price of wheat by no
means determines with certainty the price of flour, to the in-
tent, therefore, that from and after the publication of this act
a just, equal and constant rule and method may be duly observed
and kept in the making and assizing the several sorts of bread
hereinafter mentioned which shall be made for sale in any place
or places where such assize shall be set in pursuance of this
act: ’

[Section I.] Be it enacted by the Honorable John Penn, Bs-
quire, Governor and Commander in Chief of the Province of
Pennsylvania, by and with the consent and advice of the repre-
sentatives of the freemen of the said Province in General As-
sembly met, and by the authority of the same, That it shall and
may be lawful for the mayor or recorder and any two of the
aldermen of the city of Philadelphia, or for the burgess or bur-
gesses of any borough and two justices of the peace of the coun-
ty, or for any three justices of the peace for any county within
this province, from and after the publication hereof [as often]
as there may be occasion to set, ascértain and appoint in any
Place or places within their respective jurisdiction the assize
and weight of the several sorts of bread following, which shall
in any such place or places be made for sale, sold or exposed to
sale, and the price to be paid for the same, and that in every as-
size of bread which shall be so set in pursuance of this act due
regard shall be had from time to time to the market price which
flour whereof such bread ghall be made shall be sold at in the
cities, towns or places in or near the place where such assize
shall be so set, and that the said assize shall be set and aseer-
tained according to the table following in avoirdupois weight of
sixteen ounces to the pound:

429



cocomawowg o

The price of fine flour, mid-
dlings and rye flour by the
cwi., respectively.

T

T
ot
0T

The price of fine flour, mid-

HHHHHHHF—‘HI—*'{’:

e SBEREEER
FEE T FEETEES

A four penny loaf to weigh.

o W -3 3
000 dlings and rye flour by the
cwt., respectively.
DO OO HRODHO -
DD NW®wwwH
. A four penny loaf to weigh.
cBHEBRBonwal
R N NS
RERRRRERERER The price of fine flour, mid-
dlings and rye flour by
the cwh., respectively.
cwomonoano oo
b0 B RO MO DO b0 DO RO MO B
- A four penny loaf to weigh.
Ol o K poco i o1 3 -3 00 R
RRR|FR :

ocy

Asusag fo aFavT] 10 S73IvIS 79 J

7

YUV,

SLvLLT]




1774-75] The Statutes at Large of Pennsylvania.

And so in proportion for loaves of a larger or smaller size.

And in order to enable the said magistrates and justices with-
in their respective jurisdictions to set the assize of bread with
justice and equity:

[Section IL] Be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, That the respective prices which the several kinds of flour
fit to make the said different sorts of bread allowed to be made
by this act shall commonly and generally from time to time
bona fide sell for in the city of Philadelphia and other places
aforesaid and not at particular times or on particular contracts
only shall once in every month or oftener if necessary, as the
said magistrates or justices respectively shall appoint, be given
and delivered in writing on oath or affirmation to the said
magistrates or justices by the clerk of the market or such other
person or persons in the places aforesaid as the said magistrates
and justices respectively shall order and appoint, and within
two [days] next after such return of the prices aforesaid shall
be given in as aforesaid the assize, weight and price of all kinds
of bread to be made for sale, sold or exposed to sale shall from
time to time be set by the magistrates and justices aforesaid
within their respective jurisdictions, and that after the fixing
and setting such assize the same shall with all convenient speed
be made public in such manner as the said magistrates and jus-
tices shall think proper and shall be in force until a new assize
shall be fixed and set; but before any advance or reduction shall
be made in the weight of bread in any of the places aforesaid
the said clerk of the market or other person appointed as afore-
said to give in the prices of flour shall deliver copies of such re-
turn to two of the bakers residing within the place for which
the same shall be made, with the notice thereunder written of
the time and place of setting the next assize, to the end that the
bakers of such place may have from time to time an opportunity
to offer to such magistrates or justices their objections if any
they have against any advance being at that time made in the
‘weight of bread.

[Section IIL] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That after any assize of bread shall be set in pursu-
ance of this act no alteration shall be made therein either to
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raise the same higher or to sink the same lower unless the price
of flour shall be returned as having rose six pence per hundred
weight more than the last return made or having fallen six
pence per hundred weight lower than the said last return.

[Section IV.] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That every person or persons who shall make any loaf
bread of wheat flour for sale in any of the places aforesaid
shall mark all the bread he shall bake with his name and with
the following letters to distinguish the several sorts: That is
to say, the fine white bread with F and middling bread with M,
which several sorts of bread shall be made in the manner fol-
lowing, the fine white bread of the best fine white flour and the
middling bread of good middlings, and the loaves of such bread
shall be a penny loaf or roll, a two penny, a four penny, an eight
penny and a twelve penny loaf and no other.

[Section V.] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That if any person or persons whatsoever shall after
the publication hereof make for sale, sell or expose to sale any
of the several sorts of bread aforesaid within the places afore-
said which shall not be sufficiently baked or marked with the
mark and of the weight and fineness directed by this act, every
such person or persons offending in the premises shall forfeit
all such bread so deficient in weight or fineness and not marked
as aforesaid, and that it shall and may be lawful to and for the
clerks of the respective markets in any of the places aforesaid
if such there be, and in such places where there shall be no such
clerk to and for such person or persons as the said justices re-
spectively shall appoint, and they are hereby authorized and
required without any further or other warrant, with or without
a constable to enter into all houses or other places where they
shall be informed or suspect there is any bread baked for sale
at least twice in every month to examine and weigh all such
bread and to seize all such as they shall find deficient in weight
or fineness and not baked and marked as aforesaid, and if any
baker or other person shall refuse to suffer the said clerks or
other persons appointed as aforesaid to enter into his house or
other suspected place to examine and weigh his bread, he shall
forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds for every such offense, to
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be recovered before any magistrate or justice of the peace for
the said [city] boroughs or counties, respectively, as debts not
exceeding five pounds are by law directed to be recovered, of all
which forfeitures and penalties the said clerk of the market or
other person appointed as aforesaid shall have one-third part
for his trouble and shall deliver the other two-thirds to the
overseers of the poor of the city, borough, township or place
where such bread shall be seized or penalty incurred for the use
of the poor thereof.

[Section VI.] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That if any baker shall conceive himself aggrieved
by the seizure of bread as aforesaid he may apply to one of the
magistrates of the city or borough or to one of the justices of the
county, respectively, in which the dispute shall happen, who
thereupon shall issue his warrant to three indifferent and judi-
ciouss persons directing them to view the said bread and to make
report to him according as they shall find the same, and the said
magistrate or justice shall thereupon proceed to give judgment
on the said report or the report of any two of them; and if it shall
appear to the said magistrate or justice that the said bread was

justly seized, the baker thereof shall pay the sum of ten shillings
~ to the use of the poor of the city, borough or township where
the said bread was seized with reasonable charges, but in case
the said bread upon trial shall be found of due weight and fine-
ness and marked and baked as this act directs, it shall be re-
turned to the baker and the charges shall be paid by the officer
or person seizing the same, and if any person purchasing bread
shall find it deficient in any of the particulars before mentioned,
he or she may make complaint thereof within one day after the
said bread shall be so purchased to any magistrate or justice
aforesaid, who is hereby authorized and required to hear and ex-
amine such complaint, and if the said bread shall be deficient in
anyof the said particulars the baker thereof shall be adjudged to
pay five shillings for every such offense and be thereupon com-
mitted to the common gaol without bail or mainprise until he
pay the same, which penalty when received by the said justice
shall be delivered to the overseers of the poor aforesaid to the
use of the poor.
28—VIII
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[Section VIL.] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That if any person or persons shall adulterate or
mix any improper or unwholesome ingredient in any kind of
flour of which bread shall be made for sale as aforesaid, every
such person or persons, being thereof legally convicted before
any magistrate or justice of the city, borough or county where
such bread shall be so made, sold or exposed to sale, who is
hereby authorized and empowered to hear, try and determine
the same, shall forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds for every
such offense. '

[Section VIIL] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That it shall and may be lawful to and for the clerk
of the market of any city, borough or town within this province
to weigh all butter brought into the same to be sold by weight,
which if found deficient the said clerk shall forthwith in the
presence of two reputable freeholders weigh again, and if it ap-
pear to the said freeholders that the said butter is under weight
the same shall be seizable, one-third part thereof for the use of
the said elerk and the other two-thirds for the use of the poor
of the place where seized, and in case any owner or owners of
butter so seized shall conceive him, her or themselves aggrieved
by such seizure, he, she or they may appeal to any magistrate or
justice aforesaid of the city, borough or place where such seizure
is made, who shall hear, try and determine the same.

[Section IX.] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That the clerks of the several markets within this
province now in office on or before the first day of April next
ensuing the publication of this act, and all such clerks as shall
hereafter be appointed before they enter upon the execution -
of their offices, shall take the following oath or affirmation be-
fore some magistrate or justice of the city, borough or county
wherein they shall reside, viz.:

That he will well and truly to the best of his skill and judg-
ment do and perform all things enjoined and required of him a8
clerk of the market by the laws of this province.

And that the person or persons to be appointed from time
to time in virtue of this act to search for and seize bread made
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contrary to the regulations herein mentioned shall in like man-
ner take the following oath or affirmation:

That they will to the best of their skill and judgment do and
perform all and singular the matters and things enjoined and re-
quired of them by this act.

[Section X.] And be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid, That the act of general assembly passed in the
twelfth year of the reign of William the Third, entitled “An act
for the assize of bread,” * and one other act made in the eleventh
year of His present Majesty George the Third, entitled “An act
to regulate the assize of bread and for other purposes therein
mentioned,” * and also a supplement to the last mentioned act
made in the twelfth year of His present Majesty’s reign, entitled
“An act to amend the act, entitled ‘An act to regulate the as-
size of bread and for other purposes therein mentioned,”?
shall be and they are hereby repealed and made null and void.

Passed March 18, 1775. Referred for consideration by the King
in Counecil, July 21, 1775, and allowed to become a law by lapse
of time in accordance with the proprietary charter. See Appendix
XXXII, and the Acts of Assembly passed March 11, 1789, Chapter
1894; September 4, 1793, Chapter 1702; April 6, 1795, Chapter 1824;
April 1, 1797, Chapter 1947; March 381, 1860, P. L. 427; March 15,
1872, P, L. 873. Section VII was repealed by the Act of Asgembly
passed March 31, 1860, P. L. 427, Section VIII was repealed by the
Act of Assembly passed May 17, 1883, P. L. 34

CHAPTER DCCX.

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF WILLIAM GODDARD AND SEPTIMUS
LEVERING, LANGUISHING PRISONERS IN THE GAOL OF PHILADEL-

PHIA COUNTY, WITH RESPECT TO THE IMPRISONMENT OF THEIR
PERSON, 4

Whereas it has been represented to the assembly of this prov-

ince by the petitions of William Goddard and Septimus Lever-
1Passed March 27, 1700, Chapter 51.
2Pagsed March 21, 1772, Chapter 641.
3 Passed February 26, 1773, Chapter 675.
4The original roll of this act is missing; and therefore it has been
compared with the copy in the Act Books.
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