
1774-7~]TheStatui~esai~Large ofPennsyZva~ia. 447

CHAPTERDCOXV.

AN ACT FORTHE SUPPORTOF THE GOVERNMENT OF THIS PROVINCE
AND PAYMENT OF PUBLIC DEBTS.

Whereasit would beextremelydistressingto the peopleof
this province,laboringundera heavyburdenof taxesfor sink-
ingthebills of creditemittedduringthelastwarandgrantedto
His Majesty for theprotectionof His Americandominions,to
imposeon them an additional rate or tax to be immediately
levied on theirrealandpersonalestates:

And whereasit is necessaryto raisea sumfor supportingthe
honorof government,dischargingits debtsandincidental ex-
penses,andpreservingthepublic credit:

We therepresentativesof the freemenof the said province
do thereforepray that it may be enacted:

[SectionI.] Andbeit enactedby theHonorableJohnPenn,
Esquire,Governorand Commanderin Chief of theProvinceof
Pennsylvania,by and with theconsentandadviceof therepre-
sentaticresof the freemenof the said Provincein GeneralAs-
sembly met, and by the authority of the same,That bills of
credit to thevalueof twenty-twothousandpoundsshallbepre-
paredandprintedwithin two monthsnextafterthepassingof
this act on good, strongpaperunderthecareanddirection of
GeorgeGray,Michael Hillegas,JosephParkerandIsaacPear-
son,Esquires,oranythreeof them,thechargeswhereofshallbe
paidby theprovincialtreasurerout of themoneysarisingorto
ariseby theexciseon spirituousliquorsdirectedto beleviedand
paid in virtueof theact,entitled“An actfor thesupportof the
governmentof this province,makingthe exciseon wine, rum,
brandyandotherspirits moreequal,and preventingfraudsin
thecollectingandpayingthesaidexcise,” passedinthetwelfth
yearof Hi~presentMajesty’sreign, which bills of creditshall
be madeandpreparedin themannerand form following, viz.:

1PasseaMarch21, 1772, Chapter606.
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accordingto anactof generalas-
semblyof Pennsylvaniapassedin the fifteenthyearof the reign
of His Majesty Georgethe Third. Dated the twenty-fifth day
of October,Anno Domini onethousandsevenhundredandsev-
enty-five.

And the said bills shall have such like es-
cutcheonsas in the margin hereof, with such
other devicesas the saidGeorgeGray, Michael
Hhlegas,JosephParkerandIsaacPearsonshall
think proper, as well to preventcounterfeitsas
to distinguishtheir several and respective de-

nominations,eachof which bills shallbe of the severalandre-
spectivedenominationsfollowing andno other:That is to say,

Six thousandof thesamebills, the sumof twentyshillings in
eachof them.

Six thousandof the samebills, the sum of fifteen shillings in
eachof them.

Sis thousandof thesamebills, thesumof ten shillingsin each
of them.

Six thousandof the samebills, the sum of five shillings in
eachof them.

Fifteen thousandeight hundredand forty-nine of the same
bills, the sumof two shillings andsix pencein eachof them.

Fifteen thousandeight hundredandforty-nineof the same
bills, the sumof two shillings in eachof them.

Fifteen thousandeight hundredandforty-nineof the same
bills, the sum of oneshilling andsix pencein eachof them.

Fifteen thousandeight hundredand forty-nine of the same
bills, the sumof oneshilling in eachof them.

Fifteen thousandeight hundredandforty-nine of the same
bills, the sumof ninepencein eachof them.

Fifteen thousandeight hundredand fifty of the samebills,
the sumof six pencein eachof them.

Fifteen thousandeight hundredand forty-nine’ of the same
bills, the sum of four pencein eachof them.

Fifteen thousandeight hundred[and forty-nine] of the same
bills, the sumof threepencein eachof them.

And the said GeorgeGray, Michael Hillegas, JosephParker
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andIsaacPearsonshallusetheir bestcare,attentionanddili-
genceduring theprinting of the saidbills that thenumberand
amountthereofaccordingto therespectivedenominationsafore-
saidbenot exceedednorany clandestineor fraudulentpractice
usedby theprinter, his servantsor othersconcern~dtherein.

And for perfectingthesaidbills accordingto thetrue intent
andmeaningof this act:

[SectionII.] Be it enactedby the authorityaforesaid,That
all andeveryof the saidbills the denominationswhereof shall
be oneshilling andupwardsshallbesignedby anythreeof the
personshereinaftermentioned,andthat every of the saidbills
the denominationswhereofshall beunderoneshilling shallbe
signedby any oneof the personshereinaftermeLtioned: That
is to say,by ThomasShoemaker,CharlesJervis,Philip Kinsey,
John Knowles, Abel Evans, John Warder, Isaac Howell,
Richard Humphreys,ThomasTilbury, Henry Hale Graham,
AdamGrubbandFrancisJohnston,who areherebynominated
andi appointedto be signersof the saidbills, andshallbefore
theyreceiveor sign any of themtakean oathor affirmation to
the effect following, viz.:

Thatthey shallwell andtruly sign andnumberall the bills
thatshallcometo their handsfor that purposeby thedirection
of this act, andthe samesosignedandnumberedwill deliveror
causeto be deliveredunto the saidGeorgeGray, Michael 1111-
legas,JosephParkerandIsaacPearsonor anythreeof them
pursuantto thedirection of this act.

And for avoidingthe dangerof embezzlementor misapplica-
tion of the saidbills of èredit:

[SectionIII.] Be it further enactedby the authority afore-
said, That the said George Gray, Michael Hhllegas, Joseph
Parker and Isaac Pearsonor any three of them after the
saidbills shallbeprintedshalldeliverthemto thesignersafore-
satdto besignedandnumberedby parcels,for which the said
signersor someof them shallgivetheir receipt: Thatis to say,
two thousandpoundsvaluein the saidbills to them atonetime
andsofrom timeto time until all the saidbills of creditshallbe
signedandnumberedin suchmannerthat not more than the
value of two thousandpoundsshall remain in such signers’
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handsat any onetime, of all which saidbills of credit so de-
liveredto besignedatrue accountshallbekeptby the signers,
who upon their redeliveryof each or anyparcel of the said
bills by themsignedandnumberedshalltakethereceiptof the
saidGeorgeGray, Michael Hillegas, JosephParkerandIsaac
Pearsonor anythreeof themto chargethem beforeany com-
mitteeof assemblyto beappointedfor that purpose.

And eachof the saidsignersshall receiveten shillings for
everythousandof the saidbills by them signedandnumbered,
and eachof the said GeorgeGray, Michael Hillegas, Joseph
Parkerand IsaacPearsonshall have and receivefor their
trouble the sum of ten shillings per diem, andthe said treas-
urerfor payingandreceivingthesaidbills of credit shallhave
andreceivefive shillingsfor everyhundredpoundsandno more,
to be paidanddischargedby the provincial treasurerout of the
moneysarising or to ariseby the exciseon spirituousliquors
by virtue of the hereinbefore mentionedact passedin the
twelfth yearof His presentMajesty’sreign.

[Section IV.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That as soonasthe saidbills shallbe signed,num-
beredand perfectedthe said GeorgeGray, Michael Hillegas,
JosephParkerandIsaacPearsonor any threeof themshallde-
liver themto the provincial treasurerandtakehis receiptorre-
ceiptsfor the same,who shall therewithpay off anddischarge
all suchdraftsand certificatesashavebeenheretoforemadeby
orderof assembly. And if anyoverplusshall remainafterpay-
ment of the saiddrafts andcertificates,suchoverplusshallbe
disposedof by act of generalassembly.

[SectionV.] Andbeit furtherenactedbytheauthorityafore-
said, That if any person or personsshall presumeto coun-
terfeit any of the said bills of credit made andissued by
virtueof this actby printingor procuringthe sameto beprinted
in the likenessor similitudeof the saidbills of credit,or if any

personor personsshall forge the nameor namesof thesigners
of the saidtruebills of credit to suchcounterfeitbills, whether
the counterfeitingof the saidbills [of credit] or namesbe done
within this province or elsewhere,or shall utter s~ichbills
knowingthemto becounterfeitedas aforesaid,andbeingthere-
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of legally convictedby confession,standingmuteor by thever-
dict of twelvemenin anycourt of oyerandterminerwithin this
province,he, sheor theyshall suffer deathwithout benefitof
clergy, and the discovereror informer shall have as an en-
couragementto his discoverythe sum of fifty poundsof the
valueof the goodsandchattels,landsandtenements,of theper-
son or personsconvicted,and if no such goodsand chattels,
lands,tenements,canbefound,thesumof tenpounds,to bepaid
by theprovincial treasurer. And if anypersonor personsshall
counterfeitany of the said bills of credit by altering the de-
nominationthereof with designto increasethe value of the
saidbills orshalluttersuchbills knowingthemto besocounter-
feited or alteredandshall thereofbe legally convictedin any
courtof quartersessionsof thepeacewithin thisprovince,every
suchpersonandpersonsshallbesentencedto the pillory, have
both of his or her earscut off andnailedto the pillory, andbe
publicly whippedon his or herbarebackwith thirty-ninelashes
well laid on. Andmoreovereverysuchoffendershallforfeit the
sumof onehundredpoundsto beleviedon hisorherlands~,tene-
ments, goods andchattels,one-halfthereof to the useof the
governorandthe otherhalf to the discoverer,andthe offender
shallpayto theparty grieveddoublethevalueof thedamages
therebysustained,togetherwith the costsand chargesof the

Prosecution;and in casethe offendershallnot havesufficient
to satisfysuch discovererfor his or her damagesandpay the
forfeiture aforesaidheor sheshall be sold for anytermnot ex-
ceedlingsevenyearsto makesuchsatisfaction,andin suchcase
thesaiddiscoverershallbepaidby theprovincial treasurerthe
sum of ten pounds,andevery suchcounterfeitbill shall bede-
livered to the saidtreasurerto bemadeuseof uponthetrial of
the personaccusedor suspectedandafterwardsto be burnt,
sunkanddetroyedin thepresenceof a committeeof assembly.

And whereasby a certainact of generalassemblypassed
in the third year of the reign of rns presentMajesty, entitled
“An act for granting to His Majesty the sum of twenty-four
thousandpoundsfor thedefenseandprotectionof this province
andfor otherpurposesthereinmentioned,”~ muchof acertain

1PassedOctober22, 1763, Chapter505.
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other act of generalassemblypassedin the thirtieth yearof
[the reign of] His late Majesty Georgethe Second,entitled
“Au act for striking the sumof thirty thousandpoundsin bills
of credit andgiving thesameto theKing’s useandfor providing
a. fund to sink thebills soto be emittedby laying anexciseupon
wine, rum, brandyandotherspirits,” 1 asrelatesto theraising,
levying, collecting and paying the exciseupon wine, rum,
brandy andotherspiritswas extendedandcontinuedfrom the
timelimited in andby the sameactfor andduring thetermof
threeyearsandfrom thenceto theend of thenextsitting of as-
semblyin orderto secureandassurethe dispositionandappli-
cation of the sumof seventhousandpoundsto andfor thepro-
te:i;ion of the city of Philadelphia (to andfor which purpose
the samewas by law grantedto His Majesty)when it should
becomenecessary:

And whereasby anotheract of generalassemblypassedin
the sei-enthyear of His Majesty’s reign, entitled “An act for
raising thesum of twenty thousandpoundsfor thesupportof
the governmentof this province andpaymentof the public
debts,”2 so muchof the said act, entitled “An actfor striking
the sumof thirtythousandpoundsin bills of credit,” 1 &c., asre-
lates to the raising, levying, collecting andpaying the excise
uponwine, rum, brandyandother spirits was continuedand
extendedfrom thetimelimited in andbythe saidhereinlastre-
citedactfor andduring the furtherterm of four yearsandfrom
thenceto theendof thenextsitting of assemblyin orderto sink
the bills of credit by thesameact emitted:

Aud whereas by anotheract of generalassemblypassedin’
heeighth yearof His presentMajesty’sreign,entitled “An act

for raisingandapplyingthe sumof threethousandpounds,to-
wardsremovingthepresentdiscontentof theIndians,regaining
their friendship, andfor other purposestherementioned,”~50

mmli of the saidact, entitled “An act for striking the sum of
thirty thousandpoundsin bills of credit,” ~&c., asrelatesto the

1 PassedSeptember21, 1756, Chapter412.
2 PassedMay 20, 1767, Chapter559.
S PassedFebruary17, 1768, Chapter671.
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raising, levying and collecting the excise upon wine, rum,
brandyandotherspirituousliquorswascontinuedandextended
from thetimelimited in andby thehereinbeforelastrecitedact
for andduring the furtherterm of oneyearandfrom thenceto
the endof thenextsitting of assemblyin orderto sink thebills
of credit appropriatedand applied to the usesand purposes
thereinmentioned:

And whereasby oneother act of generalassemblypassed
in the ninth year of His presentMajesty’s reign, entitled “An
act for raisingthe sumof sixteenthousandpoundsforthe sup-
portof the governmentof this provinceandpaymentof thepub-
lic debtsandotherpurposesthereinmentioned,”1 somuchof the
said act, entitled “An actfor striking the sum of thirty thou-
sandpoundsin bills of credit,” &c., ~asrelatesto the raising,
levying andcollecting the saidexciseuponwine, rum, brandy
andotherspiritswascontinuedandextendedfrom the timelim-
ited in andby thesaidlastrecitedactfor andduringthefurther
term of four yearsandfrom thenceto the endof thenextsitting
of assemblyfor sinking of credit by the sameact emitted:

And whereas by the act of generalassemblyhereinbefore
first Iuentione(1passedin the twelfth yearof His presentMa.
jesty’s reign, entitled “An act for the support of the govern-
mentof this province,makingthe exciseuponwine, rum,brandy
andother spirits moreequalandpreventingfrauds in the col-
lectingandpayingthe saidexcise,” somuchof thesaidact,en-
titled “An act for striking the sumof thirty thOusandpoundsin
bills of credit,” &c., ~asrelatesto theraising, levying andcol-
lectingthesaidexciseuponwine, rum, brandyandotherspirits
wasalteredand amendedandanew modefor raising,levying
and collecting the samewas directed, andthe sameact con-
tinned andextendedfor the spaceof ten yearsfrom thetenth
dayof April, onethousandsevenhundredandseventy-two,and
until all the purposesin the sameactmentionedshouldbefully
answeredandcompleted:

And whereasit is expedientthat the bills of credit directed
‘PassedFebruary18, 1769, Chapter680.
2Pas~edSeptember21, 1756, Chapter412.
8 PassedMarch21, 1772,Chapter656.
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to beherebymadeandemittedshouldbepaidoff anddischarged
assoonasconvenientlymaybe:

[SectionVI.] Be it thereforeenactedby the authorityafore-
said,That whenall the bills of credit that have beenhereto-
fore emittedby virtue of thesaidrecitedactsshallbe paidoff
anddischarged,thenandimmediatelyafterthe saidprovincial
-treasurershall andhe is herebyenjoinedandrequiredout of
the moneyswhich shall be in his handsarisingfrom the said
exciseby virtue of the said last recitedact from time to time
to payoff anddischargeall andeverythe bills of credit made
andemittedin andby virtue hereof;andshalluponsuchpay-
inexit receivethesamebills of theirrespectivebearersandshall
yearly astheycometo his handsdeliver over the sameto such
committeesof assemblyas shall be annually appointed to
settle the public accountsto be by them burnt, sunkandde-
stroyed.

[SectionVII.] Providedalways,andbeit further enactedby
the authority aforesaid,That if thesaidrates,dutiesandsums
of moneysby the hereinbeforerecitedact, entitled “An act for
the supportof thegovernmentof this province,making theex-
ciseon wine, rum, brandyandotherspiritsmoreequalandpre-
venting frauds-in the collectingandpayingthe said excise,”1

directedto be raised,leviedandcollectedduringthecontinuance
of the sameact shallnot be sufficient to pay off anddischarge
thebills of creditherebydirectedto beemittedtogetherwith all
suchother bills of credit as have beenheretoforeemittedby
the said recited acts for continuing the excise on the said li-
quors andthe other purposesin this andthe said actsmen-
tioned,in such case,this act andthe said last recitedact and
every article, clause,matter andthing thereincontainedshall
beandis herebydeclaredto bein full forceandvirtue until all
thepurposesaforesaidshallbefully answeredand[completed;]
andif the saidratesandsumsof moneyshallproducemorethan
sufficient for the purposesaforesaid,theoverphisshall remain
in the handsof the provincial treasurer,to be disposedof by
act of general[assembly.]

lPassedMarch 21, 1772, Chapter606.
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PassedSeptember30, 1775. Probablynotsubmittedto theCrown
for action. See Appendix XXXII, and thenotes to the Acts of
Assembly passedMarch 5, 1725-26, Chapter289; March 21, 1772,
Chapter656; andtheActs of AssemblypassedMay 25, 1778,Chapter
800; March 15, 1779, Chapter825; March 17, 1789, Chapter897;
April 6, 1781, Chapter938; March 19, 1783, Chapter1016; Septem-
ber 21, 1791, Chapter1582,


