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At aGeneralAssemblybegunandholdenatPhiladelphia,the
fourteenthday of October,A. B. 1775, and continuedby ad-

• journmentsuntil thetwenty-sixthdayof September,A. B. 177~,
thefollowing actswerepassed:

CHAPTERDCCXVI.

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OFRICHARD TAYLOR, JACOB MUCK, GEORGE
JACOB HAUSMAN, RICHARD RAY AND FRANCIS OWENS, LANGUISH-
ING PRISONERSIN THE GAOL OF PHILADELPHIA COUNTY, AND
JAMES MACKAY, A LANGUISHING PRISONERIN THEGAOLOF NORTH-
UMBERLAND COUNTY, WITH RESPECTTO THE IMPRISONMENT OF
THEIR PERSONS.

Whereasit hasbeenrepresentedto theassemblyof this prov-
inceby the petitions of RichardTaylor, JacobMucks, George
JacobHausman,RichardRay andFrancisOwens,languishing
prisonersin thegaolof Philadelphiacounty,andJamesMackay,
a languishingprisonerin thegaol of Northumberlandcounty,
that althoughtheyarewilling to assignoverall theirrespective
effectsto theuseof their respectivecreditorsfor the payment
of theirrespectivedebtsandto dischargesuchasshallthere-
afterremainunpaidassoonasby their industrythey can find
meansof satisfyingsuchcreditors,yet by their imprisonment
theyaredisabledfrom puttingin executiontheirjustintentions
andarereducedto greatdistress:

[SectionI.] Be it thereforeenactedby the HonorableJohn
Penn,Esquire,GovernorandCommanderin Chief of theProv-
inceof Pennsylvania,by andwith theconsentandadviceof the
representativesof the freemenof the saidProvinceiii General
Assemblymet, andby the authorityof thesame,Thatthejus-
tices of the county court of common pleasfor the countyof
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/ Philadelphiaor anythreeof themon applicationto themmade
in writing for that purposeby the saidRichardTaylor, Jacob
Muck,GeorgeJacobHausinan,RichardRayandFrancisOwens
or either of them, and [that] the justicesof the courtof coin-
mon pleasfor the countyof Northumberlandor any threeof
them,shall on applicationfor that purposeto themin writing
madeby the said JamesMackay appointa certain day and
placefor holdinga specialcourtofcommonpleasin theirrespec-
tive counties,whereofdue noticeshallbegivento the creditor
or creditors or their attorneysin fact, respectively,at whose
suit theystandrespectivelycharged,andall otherhis ortheir
creditors,respectively,that canbeknownto thecourt,by leav-
ing the samein writing athis, herortheir lastplaceof abode,
at which times andplacesso appointedby thesaid courts,re-
spectively,thesaidrespectivecourtsshallby anorderor rule of
courtcausethesaidRichardTaylor, JacobMuck, GeorgeJacob
Hausman,RichardRay,FrancisOwensandJamesMackay, re-
spectively,to be broughtbeforethem, andthesaid courtsre-
spectively,shall thenand there in the presenceof the said
creditor or creditors,if he or theywill be present,administer
to the said RichardTaylor, JacobMuck, GeorgeJacobHaus-
man,RichardRay, FrancisOwensand JamesMackey, respec-
tively, anoathor affirmationaccordingto law to thefollowing
effect, to wit:

Thattheaccountby him deliveredinto that honorablecourt
in his petitionto thesaidcourtdothcontainatrueandperfect
accountof all his realandpersonalestate,debts,creditsandef-
fectswhatsoeverwhichheoranyin trust forhimhaveor at the
timeof his saidpetitionhad,or is orwasin any respectentitled
to,in possession,remainderorreversion(exceptthewearingap-
pareland beddingfor himself and family, not exceedingten
poundsin valuein thewhole), andthat hehasnotat any time
5U3Ce his imprisonment,or before, directly or indirectly, sold,
leased,assignedor otherwisedisposedof or madeover in trust
forhimselforotherwiseotherthanis mentionedin suchaccount
anypartof his lands,estate,goods,stock,money,debtsorother
realorpersonalestatewherebyto haveorexpectany benefitor
profit to himself or family or to defraudany of his creditorsto
whomhe is indebted.
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And the said RichardTaylor, JacobMuck, George Jacob
Hausman,RichardRay,FrancisOwensandJamesMackay,re-
spectively,havingtakensuchoathor affirmationin opencourt
andtheir respectivecreditorsfailing to discoverany effectsor
estatebelongingto suchdeponentsomittedin his or their said
accounts;and the said RichardTaylor, JacobMuck, George
JacobHausman,RichardRay, Francis Owens and James
Mackay,respectively,makinganassignmentto anyoneormore
of their creditors,respectively,asthesaid courtshall direct, in
trust for all his or theirsaid creditorsof all his or theirlands,
goodsandeffectscontainedin suchaccountby a short indorse-
ment thereon,by which saidassignmenttheestate,interestand
property of the lands, goodsand effectsso assignedshall be
vestedin thepersonorpersonsto whom suchassignmentshall
be made,who maytakepossessionof the samein his or their
own nameor names;afterwhich no releaseof thesaidRichard
ardTaylor,JacobMuck, GeorgeJacobHausman,RichardRay,
FrancisOwens and JamesMackay respectively,his executors
or administrators,shallbeany dischargeagainstorbarto the
assigneesaforesaid;thenthe said courtsshall order theRich-
ardTaylor,JocabMuck, GeorgeJacobHausman,RichardRay,
Francis Owens and JamesMackay, respectively,to be dis-
chargedfrom his ortheirimprisonmentaforesaid.

[Section II.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That the personsof thesaid RichardTaylor, Jacob
Muck, GeorgeJacobHausman,RichardRay, FrancisOwens
and JamesMackay, respectively,after suchhis or their dis-
chargeasaforesaidshall not at any time hereafterbe impris-
onedfor anydebtscontractedbeforethetimeof suchdischarge.

Providednevertheless,Thatthedischargeof thesaidprison-
ersby virtueof this act shallnot acquitor dischargeany other
personfrom suchdebt,sum or sumsof moneyfor which such
personnow is bound or engagedwith the said prisoners,re-
spectively,nor any lands, goods,chattelsor effects which the
said Richard Taylor, Jacob Muck, George JacobHausman,
RichardRay,Francis OwensandJamesMackay, respectively,
mayhereafteracquire.

[Section III.] Provided also, and be it further enactedby
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theauthorityaforesaid,Thatnothingin this actcontainedshall
extendto dischargethe personof the said prisoners,respec-
tively~from imprisonmentorbeingliableto besued,prosecuted
orimprisonedfor anydebtdueto theCrown, andthatthe said
debtsshallbe first paidbythesaidassigneesoutofthemoneys,
if sufficient, which shall cometo their handsfrom the effects
so assigned,nor for any debt due to any distantor absent
creditorto whom noticeshallnot havebeengivenpursuantto
thedirectionsof this act.

[SectionIV.] Providedalso, andbeit furtherenactedby the
authority aforesaid,That if the said Richard Taylor, Jacob
Muck,GeorgeJacobHausman,RichardRay,FrancisOwensand
JamesMackay,respectively,shalluponany indictmentfor tak-
ing a false and corruptoathor affirmation in any matteror
thingcontainedin thesaidoathor affirmationbe convictedby
his or theirown confessionor by theverdictof twelvemen,he
and they shall suffer all the pains, penaltiesand disabilities

‘which by law may be inflicted on personsconvictedof willful
and corruptperjury,and shall likewisebeliableto be arrested,
takenand imprisonedupon any processde novo and charged
in executionfor thesamedebtin thesamemannerasif heor
theyhadneverbeenin executionordischargedbefore,andshall
foreverafterbebarredof anybenefitof this act.

PassedNovember23, 1775. Probablynotsubmittedt~theCrow~n

for action. SeeAppendixXXXIII.

CHAPTERDCCXVII.

AN ACT TO INC~JASETHE NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVESIN AS-
SEMBLY FOR THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, AND IN THE SEVERAL
COUNTIES THEREIN NAMED.

Whereasit is essentialto [the] goodgovernmentof everyfree
statethat all its componentpartsshould havea just and ade-
quatesharein thelegislature:


