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O]L&PTERDCCXLVIII.

AN ACT FOR ESTABLISHING IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA AND IN
EACH COUNTY OF THIS STATE AN OFFICE FOR THE PROBATE AND
REGISTERINGOF WILLS AND GRANTING LETTERS OF ADMINISTRA-
TION, AND AN OFFICE FOR THE RECORDINGOF DEEDS.

(SectionI, P. L.) A changeofgovernmentin thestateof Penn-
sylvaniahavingtakenplace,the powersof the severalofficers
underthe late governmenthavetherebyceasedand become
void. It thereforebecomesnecessaryfor thesecurityandwell
beingof this commonwealththat an office of recordfor thepro-
bate of wills and granting letters of administration, com-
monly called “the register’soffice,” andanoffice of recordfor
recordingof deedsshouldbeat all timeskept in eachcity and
countyasthepresentconstitutiondirects:

[SectionII (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedby the
Representativesof theFreemenof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet and by theauthorityof the
same,That SamuelMorris, Esquire,be andhe is herebycon-
stitutedand appointedregisterfor the probateof wills and
grantingletters of administrationfor the city and county of
Philadelphia;and that John Morris, the younger,Esquire,be
andbeis herebyconstitutedandappointedrecorderof deedsfor
thesaidcity andcountyofPhiladelphia;andthatthefollowing
personsbeandtheyareherebyconstitutedandappointedregis-
tersfor theprobateof wills andgrantinglettersof administra-
tion and recordersof deedsfor the severalcountiesfollowing
respectively:Thatis to say,JosephHart, Esquire,for thecounty
of Bucks; ThomasTaylor, Esquire,for the countyof Chester;
PeterHoofnagle,Esquire,for the countyof Lancaster;Archi-
bald McLean, Esquire,for the county of York; John Creigh,
Esquire,for thecountyof Cumberland;HenryChrist, Esquire,
for thecountyof ]3erks;JohnOrn~dt,Esquire,for thecountyof
~Torthampton;RobertGaibraith,Esquire,forthecountyof Bed-
ford; JohnSimpson,Esquire,for thecountyof Northumberland;
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andJamesKinkead,Esquire,for thecountyof Westinoreland;
everyof which saidofficers is to be commissionedastheconsti-
tution ofthisstatedirects.

[SectionII] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it furtherenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthepersonshereinandherebyap-
pointedto theofficesaforesaidbeforethey enteron theduties
of their respectiveoffices shallseverallytakethe oathor affir-
mationagreeableto thesaid constitutionandgive bondto the
speakerof thehouseof assemblyfor thetime beingwith oneor
moresuretiesin thefollowing sumsrespectively;Thatis to say,
theregisterforthecity andcountyof Philadelphiain thesumof
onethousandpounds,therecorderof deedsfor thesaid city and
countyof Philadelphiain the sum of fifteen hundredpounds,
theregisterandrecorderof deedsfor thecountyof Bucks in the
sumof onethousandpounds,theregisterandrecorderof deeds
for thecountyof Chesterin thesumof fifteen hundredpounds,
theregisterand recorderof deedsfor thecountyof Lancaster
in thesumof fifteenhundredpounds,theregisterandrecorder
of deedsfor the countyof York in thesumof twelvehundred
pounds,theregisterandrecorderof deedsforthecountyofOum-
berlandin thesumof twelve hundredpounds,theregisterand
recorderof deedsforthecountyof Berksin thesumof onethou-
sandpounds,theregisterandrecorderof deedsfor thecountyof
Northamptonin thesum of onethousandpounds,theregister
andrecorderof deedsfor the countyof Bedford in thesum of
six hundredpounds,theregisterandrecorderof deedsfor the
countyof Northumberlandin the sum of six hundredpounds
andthe registerand recorderof deedsfor the countyof West-
morelandin thesum of six hundredpounds,which saidbonds
shall severallybe conditionedfor thetrue andfaithful execu-
tion of theirseveralandrespectiveoffices andfor deliveringup
therecordsandotherwritingsbelongingto thesaidrespective
officeswhole, saieandundefacedto their successorsin thesaid
offices.

[SectionIIIJ (SectionIV, P. L.) And beit furtherenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thattheseveralandrespectiveofficers
appointedby this actshallhave,useandexerciseall thepowers
andbe subjectto and governedby thelaws of this statein all



70 TheStatutesat Large ofPennsylvania. [1776-77

thingsconcerningtheir saidoffices respectively,andmaytake
andreceivethesamefeesasby the saidlawsthelateregisters
andrecordersof deedsoughtor might havereceivedandtaken.

[SectionIV] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it furtherenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thateachandeveryoftheregistersand
recordersof deedshereinappointedand their heirs, executors
and administratorsand everyof themareherebyrequiredand
enjoinedto deliverup to theperson[whoshallbe] appointedto
succeedthemin thesaidoffices respectivelyall therecordsand
otherwritings andalso.thesealsbelongingto theseveraloffices
aforesaidwhole, safeandundefacedunderthe penaltyof three
thousandpounds,toberecoveredasotherfinesaredirectedto be
recoveredwithin thisstate.

[SectionVI (SectionVI, P.L.) And be it furtherenactedby
the authority aforesaid,That everyregisterfor the probateof
wills and granting letters of administrationby this act ap-
pointed,orthat maybehereafterappointedmayandshallkeep
a deputyto officiatein his absence,for whoseconducttheregis-
terthat shallsoappointhim shallbe accountable. And every
suchdeputy is herebydeclaredto be ableand capablein law
to takeprobateof wills andgrant letters of administrationas
aforesaidand to do whateverelseby thelaws of this stateap-
pertainsto thesaid office. And if anyregisteror recorderof
deedsby this actappointedshallresignhis office, removeoutof
thecounty,die orotherwisebecomeincapableof executingboth
or eitherof the said offices asdirectedby the laws aforesaid,
thenin either of thesaidcasesthepresidentandcouncilfor the
time beingshallassoonasmaybeappointand commissionate
anotherpersonto be registerandrecorderin thesteadof such
registerandrecorderasshallso resign,remove,die or otherwise
becomeincapableasaforesaid;and everypersonso appointed
andcommissionedasaforesaidshallbe deemedandtakento be
the properregisterand recorderfor the county for which he
shallbe soappointedand commissioneduntil furtherorder be
takenin thepremisesby thegeneralassemblyof this state.

[SectionVI] (SectionVII, P. L.) Providedalwaysandbe it
furtherenactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thattheofficers by
this act appointedand calledregistersin eachcountyrespect-
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ively shallnot beaccountableto any otherregisterastheirsu-
perior,andthat somuchofthelawsof thisstateasrelatesto the
register-general’soffice which by this act is al.teredandsup-
plied is herebydeclaredto be repealedandmadenull andvoid.
And inasmuchasthe detentionof thebooks,recordsand other
papersandsealsin theoffice of registerandin theoffice of re-
corderof deedsmaybe very injuriousto manyof the inhabi-
tants:

[SectionVII] (SectionVIII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thatif anyor eitherof theofficers that
havelastheldandkeptthesaidofficeorofficesshallrefusetode-
liver up the said books,recordsandotherpapersand sealso~
office, safeandin goodorderto thepersonsby this actfor each
county respectivelyappointed,andcomplaint shall be thereof
madeto any onejusticeof thecountywheresuchrefusalshall
bemade,suchjustice shall issuehis warrantin thenatureof a
capias,causingsuchofficer to bebroughtbeforehim; andif the
complaint shall besupportedwith good evidence,the said jus-
tice shall commit the said registeror recorderto thecommon
gaol of the county thereto remainwithout bail or mainprise
until thesaidbooks,recordsandotherpapersandthesaidseals
of office shallbe deliveredup asaforesaid.

[SectionVIII] (SectionIX, P. L.) And beit furtherenacted
by the authorityaforesaid,Thatif anyof the officersnamedin
this act shallneglector refuseto taketheoathsor affirmations
prescribedby the constitutionof this state and otherwise:
qualify himselfasis by thisactdirectedforthespaceoftendays
afterheshallbe informedof his appointmentif on theeastside
of theriver Susquehannaandwithin thirty daysif on thewest
sideof saidriver, thepresidentin councilshallappointandcorn-
missionatesomefit personto be theofficerin hisstead.
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692; April 13, 1840,P. L. 319; April 16, 1840, P. L. 410; October13,



72 TheStatutesat Large ofPennsylvania. [1776-77
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