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or any other personwhom they shall appoint in the said city
or countiesrespectivelywhich shall so haveneglectedor re-
fused,commandingthesaidsheriff, coroneror otherpersonto
whomthesaidwrit orwrits shallbedirectedto hold anelection
at certaintimes andplacesin thesaidwrit or writs mentioned
which saidplacesshall be somewherewithin the samecounty
for which suchelectionor electionsshall be so held. And if it
shallhappenthat anewelectionshallbeorderedto beheldfor
the city of Philadelphiaandthe samecity shallbe in the pos-
sessionof theenemy,thenthesaidelectionshallbe appointed
at someplacewithin thecountyof Philadelphia,andthesaid
representativesand otherelective officers chosenat the said
timesandplacesshallbedeemedandtakenasthetrueandla-w-
ful representativesand other elective officers of the city or
counties for which they shall be so respectivelychosenor
elected.

PassedOctober11, 1777. See thenote to the Act of Assembly
passedJanuary21, 1777, Chapter786.

CHAPTERDCCLXV.

A SUPPLEMENTTO THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT OBLIGING THE MALE
WHITE INHABITANTS OF THIS STATE TO GIVE ASSURANCES OF
ALLEGIANCE TO THE SAME AND FOR OTHER PURPOSESTHEREIN
MENTIONED.” 1

Whereasby an actentitled“An actobliging themalewhite
inhabitantsof this stateto giveassurancesof allegianceto the
sameandfor otherpurposesthereinmentioned,”1 it is enacted
thatall themalewhiteinhabitantsof this stateabovetheageof
eighteenyearsshouldtakeandsubscribetheoathof affirmation
thereindirected:

Andwhereasit is neverthelessfounduponexperiencethat the
saidactdoesnot fully answerall the goodpurposesbythesame
actintended:

1PassedJune13, 1777,Chapter756.



148 The Sialuüsal Large of Pennsylvania. [1777

Therefore:
[SectionI] Be it enacted,and it is herebyenactedby the

Representativesof theFreemenof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,andby theauthorityof the
same,Thatfrom and afterthefifteenth dayof thisinstantOcto-
bereverymale white inhabitantof this stateabovetheageof
sixteenyearswho shall travel out of the city of Philadelphia
or the respectivecounty in which he commonlyresidesshall,
upon informationmadeupon oathor affirmationof one credi-
tablewitnessbeforeanyonejusticeof thepeaceof this state,be
forthwith apprehended,andupon his refusalto takeandsub-
scribetheoathor affirmationof allegiancerequiredby thesaid
recitedact, and also to give suchfurther securityof his alle-
gianceasthe said justice may require,shall be committedto
anysafegaolof this state(atthediscretionof thesaidjustice)~
thereto bekeptwithout bail ormainpriseuntil hetaketheoath
or affirmation andgive suchfurthersecurityasaforesaid.

[SectionII] Andbeit furtherenactedby theauthorityafore-
said, That everymalewhite inhabitant abovethe said ageof
sixteenyearswhomaybesuspectedof beingunfriendlyto the
freedomand independenceof the United States,though such
personsdo not travelout of thecity orcountywheretheycom-
monly reside,shall upon information on oathor affirmation of
one or morewitnessesto any justiceof the peacewithin this
statebe forthwith underwarrantbroughtbeforesomeone of
thejustiàesaforesaid,who shalltenderto him or themtheoath
or affirmation aforesaidand demandsuchfurther,or otherse-
curity asto him shallseemreasonable,anduponrefusaltotake
the oathor affirmation and give suchsecuritysuchpersonor
personsshall be forthwith committedto any safegaol of this
state(at thediscretionof thejustice),thereto remainwithout
bail or mainpriseuntil heor theytakethe oathor affirmation
and give thesecurityaforesaidandall reasonablecostsaccru-
ing (of which thesaidjusticeshallbe judge)shallbeleviedand
recovereduponthegoodsandchattelsof suchsuspectedperson
in thesamemannerasdebtsunderforty shillings areby law of
this statedirectedto berecovered.

[SectionIII] Providedalways nevertheless,That no person
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orpersonsshallbeadmittedassecurityfor suchsuspectedper-
sonorpersonsunlessheortheyfirst producea certificateof his
or their having takentheoathor affirmationrequiredby the
saidactto which this is a supplementau,ythingin this actor
in theactto which this is a supplementcontainedto the con-
trary, thereofin anywise notwithstanding.

PassedOctober12, 1777. Seethe note to the Act of Assembly
passedJune13, 1777,Chapter756. The act in the text wasrepealed
by theAct of AssemblypassedMarch13, 1789, Chapter139&.

CHAPTERDCCLXVI.

AN ACT FOR CONSTITUTINGA COUNCIL OF SAFETY AND VESTING THE
SAME WITH THE POWERSTHEREIN MENTIONED.

Whereasthe British troopshave penetratedinto this state,
andaftermuchdevastationandgreatcruelty in their progress
haveseizedthemetropolis:

Andwhereasin times of suchdangerandconfusiontheordi-
narypowersof governmentcannotbe regularly administered,
more especiallyasthe term for which thepresentlegislative
body of thecommonwealthhavebeenchosenwill speedilyex-
pire wherebyevil-minded personsmay be encouragedby open
or secretpracticesto assistthecommonenemyandfurther to
distressthegoodpeopleof this commonwealth;for prevention
whereofit hathbecomenecessaryfor a limited time to vest fit
personswith summaryandadequatepowersto punishoffenders
andrestrainabuses:

[SectionI] Be it thereforeenacted,andit is herebyenacted
by theRepresentativesof theFreemenoftheCommonwealthof
Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by the authority
of thesame,Thatthemembersof thesupremeexecutivecouncil
of this statetogetherwith JohnBayard,JonathanSergeant,
JonathanB. Smith,DavidRittenhouse,JosephGardner,Robert
Whitehill, ChristopherMarshall, JamesSmith, of Yorktown,
JacobOrndt,Curtis Grubb,JamesCannonandWilliam Henry,


