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the securitythereofin specialcaseswhereno provision is al-
readymadeby law,”1 will expireby thelimitation thereincon-
tainedat theendof this presentsitting of thegeneralassembly:

And whereasthesamenecessitywhich inducedthe lategen-
eral assemblyto enactthe saidlaw (unhappilyfor this state)
still subsists:

Therefore:
[Section1.] (SectionII, P.L.) Beit enacted,and it is hereby

enacted,by the Representativesof the Freemenof the Com-
monwealthof Pennsylvaniain Genera].Assemblymet, andby
theauthorityof the same,Thatthesaidaforementionedact of
assemblyand all the clauses,mattersandthings therein con-
tained, comprisedor mentioned(except only the last clause,
paragraphor proviso, containinga limitation of the duration
thereofuntil theendof thefirst sitting of the (then) nextgen-
eral assembly)shall be, remainand continuein asfull force,
validity and effect, asif thesamewereby this generalassem-
bly re-enactedin thesamewords.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) Provided always,andbe it
furtherenactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaidrecited
act of assemblyshall beandremainin forceto the end of the
nextsitting of this generalassemblyandno longer.

PassedJanuary 2, 1778. See the note to theAct o~Assembly

passedSeptember16, 1777, Chapter762.

CHAPTERDCCLXXVI.

AN ACT FOR ESTABLISHING A NEW SEAL FORTHE SUPREME COURT
AND FORALTERING THE PLACE OF HOLDING THE SAID COURTAND
THE COURTS OF OYER AND TERMINER AND GENERAL GAOL DE-
LIVERY IN THE COUNTIES OF CHESTERAND BUCKS FORA LIMITED
TIME.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereassincethelategloriousrevolutionit
is becomeexpedientandproperto havea newsealfor thesu-
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premecourt and the courtsof oyerand terminerand general
gaoldeliveryof this state:

[SectionI.] Be it enacted,and it is herebyenactedby the
Representativesof theFreemenof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthorityof the
same,Thatanewsealshallbeprocuredandmadeunderthedi-
rectionof theprothonotaryor clerkof the saidsupremecourt
havingthearmsof thestateengraventhereonwith suchother
devicesasthejusticesof thesaidcourtshalldirect,with an in-
scription roundthe edge and near the extremity thereof in
thesewords, to-wit: “Seal of SupremeCourt of Pennsylvania”
and with the figures 1776 underneaththe arms; and that the
samefrom andafterthereceiptthereofby theprothonotaryof
saidcourt shallbe the sealof thesaidcourtsandusedassuch
uponall occasionswhatsoever,theexpenseof which sealshall
bepaidfor by adraft of theprothonotaryuponthetreasurerof
this state,who is herebydirectedto pay the sameout of the
public moneysin his hand,andthesealof anyof thejusticesof
the said courts is herebyestablishedas the seal of the said
courtsuntil suchnew seal shallbemadeand receivedby the
saidprothonotary.

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereasit maybeunsafeto holdthe
supremecourt at the city of Philadelphiaon thetenthday of
April next, or to hold courtsof oyerandterminerand general
gaol deliveryin theboroughof Chesterandtownof Newtown
for therespectivecountiesof ChesterandBucksfor sometime,
on accountof thesituationof theBritish army:

[SectionII.] Be it thereforeenactedby theauthorityafore-
said, That the justices of the samecourts may and they are
herebyauthorizedand empoweredto hold the supremecourt
[at such]time andplacesastheyshallthink mostsuitableand
convenient,of which they shallcausepublic noticeto begiven
bytheprothonotaryatleasttwentydaysbeforeholdingthesaid
court, andalsoto hold courtsof oyerandterminerandgeneral
gaoldeliveryfor thecountiesof Chesteror Bucks atsuchplace
or placeswithin the said countiesrespectivelyasthey shall
agreeupon and direct in their preceptsto be issuedto the
sheriffsof the saidseveralcountiesfor summoningjurorsand
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otherpersonsfor holding suchcourts,andthesaid sheriffsare
herebydirectedto notify ‘the samein their severalproclama-
tionsaccordinglythroughouttheirrespectivecounties.

[SectionIII] (SectionIII, P. L.) Providedalways,and be it
enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,ThataftertheBritisharmy
shallbesubdued,driven out of or shallevacuatethis state,the
supremecourtand thecourtsof oyerandterminerand general
gaol delivery for the countiesof Chesterand Bucks. shall be
holdeuattheplacesheretoforeusedandfixed by law.

PassedJanuaxy2, 1778.
As to SectionI, seethenote to theAct of AssemblypassedMay

22, 1722, Chapter255; andtheActof AssemblypassedApril 14, 1834,
P. L. 333.

As to SectionsII andIII, seetheActs of AssemblypassedApril 1,
1778, Chapter798; August 19, 1778, Chapter 801.

CHAPTERDCCLXXVII.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE IMPRISONMENT OF SOLDIERS FOR SMALL
DEBTS, AND ALSO TO PREVENT THE ENLISTMENT OF SOLDIERS
WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
SY ANY OFFICERS OF THE OTHER STATES UNTIL THE QUOTA OF
THIS STATE BE COMPLETED.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit would be highly injuriousto the
commoncauseof this andtheotherUnited Statesof America
in ourpresentnecessarydefenseto permittheimprisonmentof
soldiersfor small debts: -

[SectionI] (SectionII, P. L.) Beit enacted,andit is hereby
enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby the
authorityof thesame,That no soldierduly enlistedin the ser-
viceof this or anyotherof theUnited Statesof Americashall
bearrestedorimprisonedby virtueof anywrit orotherprocess
for debtor anybreachof civil contractissuingout of any court


