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CHAPTER DCCLXXXIV.

AN ACT FOR THE ATTAINDER OF DIVERS TRAITORS IF THEY REN-
DER NOT THEMSELVES BY A CERTAIN DAY, AND FOR VESTING
THEIR ESTATES IN THIS COMMONWEALTH, AND FOR MORE EF-
FECTUALLY DISCOVERING THE SAME AND FOR ASCERTAINING AND
SATISFYING THE LAWFUL DEBTS AND CLAIMS THEREUPON.
(Section I, P. I.) Whereas Joseph Galloway and Andrew Al-

len, Bsquires, late members of the Congresg of the thirteen

United Colonies, now states of America, for Pennsylvania; John

Allen, Esquire, late member of the committee of inspection and

observation for the city and liberties of Philadelphia; William

Allen, the younger, Esquire, some time a captain and after-

wards a lieutenant-colonel of a regiment or battalion of foot in

the service of the said United Colonies, now states of America;

James Rankin, late of the county of York, yeoman; Jacob

Duche, the younger, late chaplain to the Congress; Gilbert

Hicks, late of Bucks county, yeoman, Samuel Shoemaker, late

alderman of the city of Philadelphia; John Potts, late of Phila-

delphia county, yeoman; Nathaniel Vernon, late sheriff of Ches-
ter county; Christian Fouts, late lieutenant-colonel of militia
of the county of Lancaster; Reynold Keen, late of the county of

Berks, yeoman, and John Biddle, late of the same county, yeo-

man, late collector of excises for the said county and a deputy

quarter-master in the army of the United States, being all sub-
jects and inhabitants of the state of Pennsylvania, have most
traitorously and wickedly, and contrary to the allegiance they
owe to the said state joined and adhered to and still do adhere
to and knowingly and willingly aid and assist the army of the

King of Great Britain, now enemies at open war against this

state and the United States of America, and yet remain with

the said enemies in the city and county of Philadelphia, where
they daily commit divers treasonable acts without any sense of
honor, virtue, liberty or fidelity to this state:

[Section I.] (Section IT, P. L.) Be it therefore enacted, and
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it is hereby enacted by the Representatives of the Freemen of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly met,
and by the authority of the same, That if the said Joseph Gallo-
way, John Allen, Andrew Allen, William Allen, the younger,
James Rankin, Jacob Duche, Gilbert Hicks, John Potts, Nath-
aniel Vernon, Christian Fouts, Samuel Shoemaker, Reynold
Keen and John Biddle shall not render themselves respectively
to some or one of the justices of the supreme court or of the jus-
tices of the peace of one of the counties within this state on or
before the twentieth day of April next ensuing, and also dbide
their legal trial for such their treasons, then every of them the
said Joseph Galloway, John Allen, Andrew Allen, William
Allen, James Rankin, Jacob Duche, Gilbert Hicks, John Potts,
Nathaniel Vernon, Christian Foutz, Samuel Shoemaker, Rey-
nold Keen and John Biddle, not rendering himself as aforesaid
or not abiding the trial aforesaid, shall from and after the said
twentieth day of April next stand and be adjudged, and by the
authority of this present act be convicted and attainted of high
treason to all intents and purposes whatsoever and shall suffer
and forfeit as a person attaint of high treason by law ought to
suffer and forfeit.

[Section IL.] (Section III, P. L.) And be it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That all and every person and persons
being subjects or inhabitants of this state or those who have
real estates in this commonwealth who now do adhere to and
knowingly and willingly aid and assist the enemies of thig
state or of the United States of America by having joined their
armies within this state or elsewhere or who hereafter shall do
the same, and whom the supreme executive council of this
state by their proclamations to be issued under the state seal,
during the continuance of this war with the King of Great
Britain shall name and require to render themselves by a cer-
tain day therein to be mentioned to some or one [of the] justices
of the supreme court or of the justices of the peace of one of
the counties within this state and also abide their legal trial for
such their treasons, and shall not render themselves accordingly
and abide their legal trial aforesaid, shall from and after the
day to them to be prefixed by such proclamation stand and be
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attainted of high treason to all intents and purposes, and shall
suffer [such] pains and penalties and undergo all such forfeit-
ures as persons attainted of high treason ought to do.

Provided, That the time to be prefixed by such proclamation
for the persons therein to be named to render themselves be not
less than the time and term of forty days from and after the
date of such proclamation.

[Section IT1.] (Section IV, P. L.) And be it further declared
and enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every the
subjects or inhabitants of this state who from and after the
publication of this act shall at any time during the continuance
of the said war willingly and voluntarily serve the King of
Great Britain either by land or sea as a civil or military officer,
soldier or seaman, shall be and are hereby attainted of high
treason, and shall suffer and forfeit to all intents and purposes
as persons attainted of high treason ought to do.

[Section V, P. L.) And whereas it is highly reasonable that
the estates real and personal of the subjects or inhabitants of
this state who have engaged in the present most unnatural, un-
just, barbarous and execrable war, and who shall be duly at-
tainted as guilty of treason, should be discovered and applied
to the use of the state, and that provision be made for the satis-
faction of all just and lawful claims which any of the dutiful
and faithful subjects of this state or of any of the United States
of America or of any foreign state not at war with the said
United States may have to the estates of such rebels and traitors
or against them for any debt or demand whatsoever:

[Section IV.] It is therefore enacted by the authority afore-
said, That all and every the lands, tenements, hereditaments,
debts or sums of money, or goods or chattels whatsoever, and
generally the estates real and personal of what nature or kind
soever they be within this state, whereof the aforesaid Joseph
Galloway, John Allen, Andrew Allen, William Allen, the
younger, James Rankin, Jacob Duche, Gilbert Hicks, John
Potts, Nathaniel Vernon, Christian Fouts, Samuel Shoemaker,
Reynold Keen and John Biddle or any of them shall have been
possessed of, interested in or entitled unto on the fourth day of
July in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
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seventy-six or at any time afterwards, in their own right or to
their use, or which any other person or persons shall have
been possessed of, interested in, or entitled unto, to the use
of, or in trust for them, or any of them, shall, accord-
ing to the respective estates and “interests which the
persons aforesaid, or any in trust for them, or any of
them, - shall have bhad therein, stand and be forfeited
to this state, from and after the said twentieth day of April next
ensuing, unless they shall respectively render themselves on or
before the same day, and abide their legal trial as herein before
is divected; and that all and every the lands, tenements, heredi-
taments, debts, or sums of money, and goods and chattels what-
goever, and generally the estates, real and personal, of what
nature or kind soever they be, within this state which any other
person or persons who shall be attainted of high treason by vir-
tue or in consequence of this act, shall have been possessed of,
interested in, or entitled unto, on the aforesaid fourth day of
July, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
seventy-six, or at any time afterwards, in their own right, or
to their use, or whereof any other person or pergons shall have
been possessed of, interested in, or entitled unto, to the use of,
or in trust for them, or any of them, shall, according to the
respective estates, and interests which the persons to be at-
tainted as aforesaid, or any in trust for them, shall have had
therein, or might forfeit by such attainder stand and be forfeited
to this state, without any office or inquisition thereof hereafter
to be taken or found.

[Section V.] (Section VI, P. L.) And be it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That the president or vice-president,
and supreme executive council of this state, shall inquire into
all ‘such estates, both real and personal, as shall be hereby
vested, or intended to be vested in this state; and cause all the
rents, issues and profits of the said real estates, until sale there-
of, to be levied and paid to the state treasurer for the time
being, who is to account for the same as for other public moneys
and seizeé or cause to be seized and sold all such goods and chat-
tels, and collect and receive or cause to be collected, all such
debts and sums of money as shall be hereby vested in the state;
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and sell, and under the hand of the president or vice-president,
and the state seal, convey the said real estates, after the claims
relating to them respectively shall be determined, or otherwise
dispose of the same in the manner herein after provided; and
out of the produce of the said estates, real or personal shall
cause payment to be made of such money as shall be due to any
claimants upon the same as aforesaid. And the said president
or vice-president, and supreme executive council shall from time
to time, as occasion shall require, appoint agents or factors, sur-
veyors, messengers, or other necessary officers or persons, for
the execution of this act, who are to execute their trust with-
out taking anything for their service (other than such fees, sala-
ries and rewards, as the said president or vice-president and
council shall direct and allow in that behalf) and every such
person or officer, before he enters on the execution of his em-
ployment, shall take the oath or affirmation of allegiance and
fidelity, unless he hath already done so prescribed by an act of
general assembly passed the thirteenth day of June last, and
also an oath for his faithful demeanor in all things relating to
the trust reposed in him, and that he will not, directly or in-
directly take any fee or reward, or accept the promise of any,
for anything to be done by him in the execution of said trust (ex-
cept what shall be allowed as aforesaid) and that he will not di-
rectly or indirectly, have any part or interest in, or make any
benefit by discovery of any forfeited or forfeitable estate or in-
terest, intended to be applied to the use of the state, or conceal,
or cause, or willingly permit, to be concealed, the same or any
part thereof. ‘

[Section V1] (Section VII, P. L) And be it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That the president or vice-president and
" council may send (upon oath or affirmation of suspicion being
first made) their precepts for such persons, books, papers, writ-
ings, and records, as they shall think necessary for their infor-
mation in any matters subject to their inquiry by virtue of this
act, without any fee to be paid for the same, and may detain such
books or writings, so long as they shall have occasion, and then
return them to the persons to whom they belong; and may ad-

minister oaths or afirmations, for the discovery of the truth of
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the inquiries, to the parties concerned, or to any other persons
whatsoever; and that all sheriffs, constables, and other officers
and ministers, shall execute such precepts and orders as shall
be sent to them by the said president or vice-president and coun-
cil as they will answer the contrary at their perils; and the said
president or vice-president and council may and shall proceed
in their inquiries in a summary way, upon the testimony of wit-
nesses and examination of persons interested, upon their oaths
or affirmations, inspections and examinations of deeds, writings
and records, or by all or any the said ways, or otherwise accord-
ing to their discretions, as soon as conveniently may be; and
shall make a register of the names of all such persons attainted,
or to be attainted of high treason by virtue of this act, and of all

‘real and personal estates and interests by this act or otherwise

vested in this state by reason of such attainder and by whom
such estates were respectively forfeited, and what interests
every such person as aforesaid had in any of the premises on the
fourth day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-six, or at any time afterwards, and by
what tenures the same were respectively holden, and of all en-
cumbrances to which the said estates were subject before and
upon the same day; and if any person summoned to appear be-
fore the said president or vice-president and council for dis-
covery of the premises, shall neglect to appear or be examined
as aforesgaid, the said president or vice-president and council
shall commit such person to the common gaol of the county,
there to remain without bail or mainprise until he shall submit
to be examined; and if any officer shall neglect to give obedience
to such precepts or orders the said president or vice-president
and council may and shall impose any fine on him, not exceeding
one hundred pounds for any one offense, and shall commit him
till the fine shall be paid unto the state treasurer for the use of
the state. :

[Section VII] (Section VIIL, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That every person, who shall make
a full discovery to the said president or vice-president and coun-
cil of any concealed debt or sum of money, payable unto any
person or persons so attainted or to be attainted as aforesaid
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(not being a debt by judgment, mortgage, recognizance, or any
registered bond or contract,) and shall pay three-fourths thereof
before the expiration of three months after such attainders
respectively unto the state treasurer for the use of the state,
shall be discharged of the entire debt or sum of money aforesaid;
but every person indebted as aforesaid who shall neglect to
make such discovery within the time aforesaid, shall forfeit
double the value of such debt or sum or money, to be recovered
by action, bill, suit or information for the use of the state; and
all persons who shall be possessed of any personal goods or
chattels belonging to any such persons attainted, or to be at-
tainted as aforesaid, when the same shall be forfeited, or at any

time afterwards, are hereby strictly charged to discover the
~ same to the said president or vice-president and council within
three months after the said attainder; who shall thereupon allow
to every such person such proportion as they shall think reason-
able for such discovery, not exceeding one full fourth part of the
said goods and chattels, or the proceeds thereof; but every per-
son having such goods and chattels in his custody or power, and
neglecting to discover the same within the term aforesaid, shall
forfeit double the value thereof, to be recovered for the use of
the state as aforesaid; and the said president or vice-president
and council are empowered to make such compositions or agree-
ments, touching any such debts, or personal goods and chattels,
so to be discovered, as they shall think fit and reasonable; and
the same shall be valid in law, so as the composition money be
paid to the said state treasurer for the use of the state within
the times limited by them; and where any of the said debts are
secured by bonds or obligations with penalties, or are due upon
accounts not adjusted, the said president or vice-president and
council are authorized to state and determine the same; and
every person, not being so indebted, or possessed of such per-
sonal goods and chattels, who shall at any time after one month
and before the expiration of four months after such attainders
respectively, discover any such debts or personal goods and
chattels concealed until the time of such discovery, shall be en-
titled to so much as the said president or vice-president and
council shall judge sufficient, not exceeding one-fourth of such
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debts, or of such personal goods and chattels, or the value there-
of after recovery of the same, to be paid over to him by warrant
of the said president or vice-president and council from time
to time on the treasurer; and every person who shall, from and
after the expiration of one month and before the expiration of
six months after such attainders respectively, discover any
lands, tenements, rents, hereditaments and chattels real, for-
feited as aforesaid and concealed until the time of such dis-
covery, shall be entitled to such proportion of said lands, tene-
ments, rents, hereditaments, and of chattels real as the presi-
dent or vice-president and council shall judge to be reasonable,
not exceeding one-fourth part thereof, or of the value after re-
covery; and the president or vice-president and council shall de-
liver certificates under their hands and seals to every persom
who shall make such discoveries, specifying the lands, tene-
ments, hereditaments, chattels or real estates, by him so dis-
covered, and the proportion thereof, or of the value, he ought to.
have in respect thereof; and shall cause to be paid, delivered or-
conveyed by the president or vice-president under the state
seal, such parts and proportions to the said discoverers, their:
heirs, executors, administrators and assigns respectively; and
that as soon as conveniently may be after the time shall be:
elapsed for entering claims in manner herein after mentioned
on the estates real or personal so discovered, as for such estates.
real or personal, upon which no claim shall be entered; and as
soon as conveniently may be after such claims as shall be enter-
ed, relating to such estates real or personal respectively, shall be
determined. Provided always, That the shares of the estates,
real or personal, that shall be allowed to the discoverers, do
suffer a deduction proportionable to the claims respectively

which shall be made and affirmed thereout.

[Section VIIL] (Section IX, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the president or vice-president
and council shall, as soon as conveniently may be, secure all the
goods and personal chattels of the said Joseph Galloway, John
Allen, Andrew Allen, William Allen, the younger, James Ran-

-kin, Jacob Duche, Gilbert Hicks, John Potts, Nathaniel Vernon,.

Christian Fouts, Samuel Shoemaker, Reynold Keen and John.
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Biddle and also all goods and personal chattels of the person or

persons to be named in any proclamation, to be issued as herein
before directed, as soon as conveniently may be after the date
of such proclamation, in such places, and in the custody of such
persons, as shall be thought most proper for preventing the per-
ishing, or any loss or embezzlement thereof and shall make in-
ventories thereof, containing a particular account of all such
goods and chattels to whom they belonged, and when and by
whom they belonged, and when and by whom they were deliver-
ed to the said president or vice-president and council or persons
by them appointed to receive them, and they shall also, as soon
as conveniently may be from and after the day fixed by this act,
or to be prefixed by the proclamations aforesaid for the said
rebels and traitors to render themselves, and abide their legal
trial, if they do not render themselves accordingly, cause ap-
praisement thereof to be made upon the oaths or affirmations
of any two persons, to be appointed by them for that purpose,
and shall sell, or cause to be sold, all such goods and chattels
so inventoried and appraised, and for that purpose shall cause
public notice to be given, ten days at least, of the times and
places of sale and of the several particulars to be sold; and the
same shall be sold by auction to the best bidder; and they shali
cause an entry to be made of the goods and chattels so sold, the
buyers’ names and places of abode, and the prices. And the
said president or vice-president and council shall give a certifi-
cate under their hands and seals unto the buyers, expressing
the particulars, prices and time of sale, and shall forthwith
order the particulars bought and paid for to be delivered to the
buyers or their assigns.
[Section IX.] (Section X, P. L.) And be it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That the president or vice-president
and council may and they are hereby empowered to let, or by
factors or agents by them to be appointed as aforesaid, cause
to be let, the said forfeited real estates, for any time not exceed-
ing two years, and shall receive the rents, grant acquittances
thereof, pay the land taxes thereout and do all things necessary
for managing the said estates, until the same shall be sold in
manner hereinafter directed.

14—IX
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[Section X.] (Section XTI, P. 1.) And be it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That the said president or vice-president
and council shall cause a register of the names of all persons
go attainted of high treason, and of all real and personal estates
and interests by this act vested in the state, or an authentic du-
plicate thereof to be kept by the secretary, and the same shall be

. open to the inspection of all persons gratis, who shall demand

the same, betwixt the hours of ten and twelve in the forenoon,
on any lawful day; and in the said register shall be expressed
the dates when the entries of the said estates real or personal
were made; and the said secretary shall from time to time trans-
mit an authentic copy of the said registér to the justices of the
supreme court, or one of them, as soon as conveniently may be,
and also, within one month after the date of such entry, trans-
mit another authentic copy thereof to the sheriff of the county,
within the limits of which any forfeited real estate is situated;
and every such sheriff shall ingert the same in a book to be kept
for that purpose, which shall be open to any person, gratis, de-
manding inspection, upon any lawful day, between the hours of
ten and twelve in the forenoon; and all the estates and interests
entered in the said register by the secretary, upon which no
claim shall be entered within the time and in the manner here-
in after prescribed shall be deemed to be vested in this state,
by virtue of this act; and such of the said estates and interests
upon which claims shall be entered, shall in like manner be
deemed to be vested in this state, subject only to such burden,
diminution and eviction, as shall arise from the determination
of the said claims.

[Section XTI] (Section XII, P. L.) And be it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid, That the said president or vice-presi-
dent and council may and shall within twelve months after the
debts and claims upon the said estates shall be respectively ad-
judged, or in case there shall be no claim, sell or cause the said
estates to be sold by auction to the best and highest bidder,
having previously caused public notice to be given, by adver-
tisements in some newspapers within this state, and also in the
county where the lands lie, thirty days at least, of the times
and places of sale, and of the estates and interests to be sold;
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and after the said sale and the payment of the purchase money,
the said president or vice-president in council shall under his
hand and the state seal give a deed or conveyance thereof unto
the buyers, describing the lands and interests §old, and express-
ing the prices and time of sale, and shall also cause the posses-
‘sion thereof to be delivered to the said buyers or their assigns
and if any purchaser shall make default in payment of the con-

sideration money, at the time fixed for the payment thereof, he

shall forfeit one-fourth part of the same to be recovered in the
name of the state to the use of the state, and a new sale of all
such estates may and shall be made in manner aforesaid to any
other person. All which moneys so to be received shall be
paid to the treasurer for the use of the state and by him be
accounted for as other public moneys; subect nevertheless to
the drafts of the president or vice-president and council for pay-
ment of debts and claims affecting the same, and for salaries of
inferior officers and incident charges.

[Section XTII.] (Section XIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the buyer or buyers of any
lands, tenements, hereditaments, or chattels real, sold and con-
veyed by virtue of this act, shall'be seized and possessed thereof
free and clear from all encumbrances and claims whatsoever, of
any person or persons whomsoever, the quit or chief rents only
excepted, according to the contents of his, her, or their convey-
ance respectively. '

[Section XIII.] (Section XIV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That all bodies politic and corpo-
rate, and persons whatsoever (except all such forfeiting persons
as aforesaid, and all persons having or claiming anything in the
premises to the use of or in trust for any such forfeiting persons,
or their or any of their heirs, executors, or administrators) hav-
ing any estate, right, title, interest, use, trust, possession, re-
version, remainder, annuity, service, rent, debt, benefit, charge,
or encumbrance whatsoever in law or equity upon any messu-
ages, lands, tenements, rents, hereditaments, or any real or per-
sonal estate, or any other the premises herein or hereby vested
or to be vested in this state, by any settlement, conveyance, judg-
ment, recognizance, extent, or other debt, charge or encum-
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brance, which was binding on the forfeiting persons and might
have affected their estates, before the times whereon the same
shall be vested in this state, by virtue of this act; and also all
bodies politic and corporate, and persons whatsoever, pretend-
ing right or title to any estate which shall be seized or taken by
virtue of this act for the use of the state, and who shall pretend
that none of the persons attainted, or to be attainted, in virtue
of this act of high treason, was possessed of, cr entitled unto,
such estate in his or their own right, or to his or their own use,
or any other person in trust for them, on the said fourth day of
July, one thousand seven hnudred and seventy-six, or at any-
time since, or that they have right or title to such estate, shall
within three months from the date of the entry that shall be
made in the register kept by the secretary, of any personal es-
tate, and in case of real estates, within six months of the entry
of the register to be kept by the sheriff of the county where such
estate lies, of the estate or interest out of which such claims
and demands ought to be made; enter their respective claims
and demands before the justices of the supreme court, in such
manner as is herein after mentioned, or in default thereof every
such claim and demand shall be null and void to all intents and
purposes whatsoever, and the estate charged therewith shall
from thence be discharged from the same. And.all such claims
and demands of infants may be made by their fathers or guar-
dians, or any other persons in their behalf; and all claims of
femes covert by their husbands, or any other persons in their
bebhalf; and all claims of madmen, idiots, or lunatics by the per-
sons under whose care they shall be at the time of entering such
claims; and all such claims shall be made and tendered to the
justices of the said supreme court in term time, or to the chief
justice in the vacation, written on parchment or paper, and
signed by the parties making the same, or such other persons on
their behalf as aforesaid, or signed by the attorneys or factors
of the party; and such signing shall be testified by two or more
credible witnesses who shall subscribe their names to attest the
same; and every claimant shall therein particularly express
what estate, right, title, interest, use, possession, reversion, re-
mainder, annuity, service, rent, debt, benefit charge, or encum-
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brance, he or she claims on any part of the premises and under
what grant, gift, settlement, conveyance, security, title or en-
cumbrance; and if such claimant hath or claims any estate,
right, title or interest, to any part of the premises, by virtue of
any encumbrances or security, the.dates and contents thereof,
and the witnesses thereto; and if the same be recorded, when
and where the same was entered and whether such debt was
and really is due, and remains wholly unpaid, and what part and
bow much thereof has been satisfied by money paid, preception
of profits, or by any other ways and means whatsoever; and
every such claim shall be transecribed by order of the said court,
and entered in books to be provided and kept for that purpose;
and the said supreme court shall proceed in a summary way,
as well out of as in term time, to hear and determine all such
claims; and every decree of said court in the premises shall be
final and binding on all parties, in case thirty days, which is
hereby allowed to them for reversing or amending such decrees,
shall elapse without any proceedings being had or commenced
by either party for that purpose.

[Section XIV.] (Section XV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the attorney-general, or some
council by him authorized, shall provide for making proper
answers and defenses, in behalf of the state, to all such claims
as shall be offered as aforesaid, and for reversing, affirming or
" amending the decrees that shall be passed upon such claims, as
he shall see cause.

[Section XV.] (Section X VI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the justices of the supreme
court shall, in a summary way, proceed upon the testimony of
witnesses and examination of persons claiming, or. otherwise
interested, upon their oaths or affirmations, inspection and ex-
amination of deeds, writings and records, or by all or any of the
said ways, or otherwise according to the circumstances of the
case, as soon as conveniently may be, to hear and determine all
claims which shall be entered within the times aforesaid and
the claimants shall (if required by the said court, or by the
attorney- general) upon oath or affirmation answer to the truth
of his, her or their claim, and to such proper interrogatories as
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the court, or council for the state, shall think fit for the clearing
thereof; and upon oath or affirmation produce before the said
court, all such deeds, writings and evidences, as are in his, her
or their custody or power any wise concerning the said claims or
the subject matter thereof.

[Section XVI.] (Section XVII, P. I.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That where the claim shall
contain demands of any sum or sums of money any wise affect-
ing any of the said forfeited estates, the said president or
vice-president and council shall issue out certificates to the
claimants for the sums which shall be determined to be due to
them severally by the decrees of the said supreme court, with
legal interest; and the same shall be paid without any deduc-
tion or fee by the said treasurer(s] out of such rents and profits
as shall be paid into his hands from the respective estates upon
which the said claims are allowed. And where the claim shall
contain a demand of any lands, tenements, rents, services, rents
charge, hereditaments, or other real estate whatsoever, or any
interest therein, and shall be decreed as above said, to be just
and legal; in that case the supreme court shall order the sheriff
of the respective counties where the same shall lie, to cause
possession to be delivered to such claimant, his or her heirs;
executors, administrators, or successors, or to whom they or
any of them shall appoint; and every such claimant; his or her
heirs, executors, administrators or successors, shall enjoy the
same, or such estate and interest therein respectively, as shall be
adjudged and decreed as aforesaid.

[Section XVIL] (Section XVIII, P. L.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all conveyances and
assurances of any lands, tenements, rents, hereditaments or real
estate whatsoever, made at any time after the fourth day of July
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-
six, by any person who shall be attainted in virtue of this act,
for the use of or in trust for himself, his wife, or any of his chil-
dren (other than such as were made bona fide before and in
consideration of marriage, or in performance of some agreement
reduced into writing before or in consideration of marriage) and
also all other assurances and conveyances made at any time
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since the fourth day of July one thousand seven hundred and

seventy-six, by any such person, are hereby declared to be and.

shall forever hereafter be deemed to be fraudulent and no claim

shall hereafter be allowed for the same, excepting such assu-

rances and conveyances as have been made since the time afore-
said, or shall be made in time coming for just and valuable
causes the said causes being always otherwise manifested and
proved than by the writings themselves.

[Section XVIIL] (Section XIX, P. L) And be it further
enacted by the authority _aforeSaid, That the tenants of the said
attainted persons, who shall have paid their respective rents
due to them after the fourth day of July, one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-six, and before the times of their respective
attainders, without fraud or collusion, shall be discharged there-
from on due proof of such actual payments respectively made.

[Section XIX.] (Section XX, P. L.) Provided always, and it is
further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the said jus-
tices of the supreme court may and shall order and appropriate
such parts of the said forfeited estates, for the support of such
traitor’s children, or wife and children, if any as to them may

appear sufficient, agreeable to an act of general assembly,

passed the eleventh day of February last, entitled “An act de-
claring what shall be treason, and what other crimes and prac-
tices against the state shall be misprison of treason.’

Pagsed March 6, 1778. See the Acts of Assembly passed November
26, 1778, Chapter 818; November 27, 1778, Chapter 820; March 18,
1779, Chapter 829; Maxrch 29, 1779, Chapter 832; April 3, 1779, Chapter
837; (the two Acts of Assembly passed) October 6, 1779, Chapters
853, 864; February 28, 1780, Chapter 878; March 16, 1780, Chapter
895; March 81, 1781, Chapter 932; November 22, 1782, Chapter 997;
January 81, 1783, Chapter 1004; March 13, 1783, Chapter 1012; August
6, 1784, Chapter 1103; February 18, 1785, Chapter 1134; March 29,
1788, Chapter 1351; September 27, 1791, Chapter 1584; March 8, 1792,
Chapter 1608; April 4, 1792, Chapter 1626; April 11, 1793, Chapter
1687; January 21, 1796, Chapter 1868; March 28, 1799, Chapter 2035;
February 19, 1800, Chapter 2104; February 19, 1802, P. L. 62; Feb-
ruary 21, 1803, P. L. 348; February 10, 1807, P. L. 27. ~

1 Passed February 11, 1777, Chapter 740,
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