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CHAPTERDCCLXXXV.

AN ACT FOR MAKING- COMPENSATION TO THOSE WHOSE SERVANTS
AND APPRENTICESHAVE BEEN ENLISTED.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasa greatnumberof. servantsand
apprenticeshavebeenenlistedinto thecontinentalarmy in the
saidseveralregimentslatelyraisedfor the quota of this com-
monwealth,by whichthepublic servicehasbeenpromotedand
the private interestof the mastersand mistressesgreatly en-
damaged:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P.L.) Be it thereforeenactedby the
Representativesof theFreemenof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby the authorityof the
same,Thatthemasteror mistressof anyservantor apprentice
heretoforeenlistedinto anyoneof theregimentsraisedby this
statefor thecontinentalarmy shallandmayexhibit his or her
indentureor bring othersufficient proof, to thenext justice of
thepeacein anycoui~tyof this commonwealthandmakeit ap-
pearto suchjusticethat his or herservantor servants,appren-
tice or apprenticeswere enlistedinto ~neof the saidregiments
and how long suchservantor servants,apprenticeor appren-
ticeshadto serveatthetime [ofl suchenlistmentandthat he,
sheor theyhavenot receivedany compensationfor the same:
And thesaidjustice.shall thereuponcall to his assistancetwo
reputablefreeholdersof the county, and the said justice and
freeholdersshallandtheyareherebyauthorizedandempowered
to adjudgeand determinewhat compensationsuchmasteror
mistressshallhavefor the lossof his or herservantor appren-
tice; andthe saidjustice andfreeholdersshallthereupondraw
anorderon thecounty treasurerfor the sumso adjudgedand
determinedasacompensationfor suchlossto be paidout of the
statetaxes;andthesaidmoneyshallbepaidby thesaidtreas-
urerto thebearerthereof,and thesameorderandreceiptshall
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be receivedfrom him by thetreasurerof this commonwealthin
paymentfor thesumor sumsthereinspecified.

[Section II.] (SectionIII, P. L.) Providedalways,and it is
herebyenactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaidjustices
andfreeholdersshall notbe empoweredto allow morethanat
therateof twelvepoundsfor eachyearwhich suchservantmay
have had to serve;nor morethan at therateof eight pounds
for eachyear which suchapprenticemayhavehadto serveat
thetimeof suchenlistment,properregardbeingalwaysbadfor
freedomdues,andotherallowancesspecifiedin the indentures
or otheragreements. -

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And providedalso,That no
mastershallreceiveanycompensationforthelossof his servant
or apprentice,who shallnot havetakentheoathor affirmation
of allegianceto this stateatthetime of his applicationto the
justice. - -

PassedMarch 12, 1778.

CHAPTERDCCLXXXVI.

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT TO DISCOURAGE
DESERTION AND TO PUNISH ALL SUCH PERSONSAS SHALL HARBOR
OR CONCEAL DESERTERS.” 1

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasby anact of generalassemblyof
this commonwealthfor the apprehendingdesertersfrom the
armiesof the United Statesof America, twenty shillings re-
‘ward was granted,additional to the rewardorderedby Con-
gress,to everypersonfor eachdeserterwhichtheyshouldappre-
hendand securewithin this state:Yet notwithstandingit may
be necessaryfor thebenefit of the United Statesand for has-
tening [the] to [sic] completionof the quotaof troops for this
state,to give still furtherencouragement:

Therefore:
[Section1.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it enacted,andit is hereby

1 PassedFebruary 20, 1777, Chapter 744.


