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CHAPTER DCCLXXXIX.

AN ACT FOR THE MORE SPEEDY AND EFFECTUAL RECOVERY OF
DEBTS DUE TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit is essc~tialto theinterestand
libertiesof theUnitedStatesof America,that all and everysum
and sumsof moneydueto them shouldbespeedilyandeffectu-
ally recovered:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P.L.) Be it thereforeenacted,andit
i~herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,and
by the authorityof thesame,Thatit shall andmaybe lawful
for Congressor any personor personsby them authorizedor
empoweredfor thatpurpose,to commence,sueandprosecutean
actionof debt,accountrender,or uponthe casein thenameof
The United Statesof America (who arehereby createdand
madea body politic and corporatewithin this commonwealth
for that purpose)againstanypersonor personswhomsoever,
their heirs,executorsor administrators,who areorsha~lbein-
debtedfor anymoneyreceivedby themin virtueof anywarrant
or orderof Congress,or of anypersonor personsappointedby
or underthem, in any court of common pleasof this state;
which saidcourt,uponthereturnof theprocessandappearance
of theparties,may andshallappoint threeor five auditorsto
stateandliquidatetheaccountsand ascertainthebalancedue
in suchaction; and the said auditors,or a majority of them,
shallproceedin thepremisesandmaketheirreporton oathor
affirmationto thecourtnextaftertheirappointment,unlessthe
said court, upon reasonablecauseshown by affidavit, shall
think it just to allow farthertime;andthesaidreportbeingre-
turnedto and approvedby the court, shall be recorded,and
judgmentgiven andexecutionawardedthereupon,asis usual
in othercases.

PassedMarch 28~1778.


