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OHAPTERDOOXOV.

AN ACT FOR REGULATING THE ERICES OF THE SEVERAL ARTICLES
HEREINMENTIONED FORA LIMITED TIME.

(SectionI, P.L.) Whereascertainpersonsin this state,insti-
gatedby the lust of avariceand devoidof every principle o~
public virtue and humanityare assiduouslyendeavoring,by
everymeansof oppression,sharpingandextortion, to accumu-
late enormousgain to themselves,to the great distressof
private families in general and especiallyof the poorer and
moredependentpart of the communityaswell asto the great
injury of thepublic service:

(SectionII, P.L.) Forthesuppressionof suchnefariousprac-
tices:

[Section I.] Be it enactedand it is herebyenactedby the
Representativesof theFreemenof theOommonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthorityof the
same,That no personor personswhatsoeverwithin this com-
monwealthfrom andafterthefirst dayof Junenext,shallask,
demand,receive,or takeanygreateror higherpricesfor anyor
eitherof thearticleshereinenumeratedandmentionedthanthe
severalpriceshereinsetdownandlimited, to-wit:

For wheat by the bushel twelve shillings. Merchantable
flourby thehundredthirty-threeshillings.Ryeby thebushelten
shillings. Indian corn by the bushelsevenshillings and six
pence. Barleyby thebusheltenshillings. Oatsandspeltsby
the bushelsix shillings. Buckwheatby the bushel five shil-
lings. Whiskey,full prove, by thegallonnineshillings. Good
cider by the barrel thirty shillings. Good strongbeerby the
barrelforty-five shillings. Goodporkby thepound, from nine
penceto ashilling accordingto its quality. Beefby thepound,
from eightpenceto oneshilling accordingto its quality. Fir-
kin butter,tallow, and cheeseby the pound,one shilling and
threepence. Freshbutterby thepound two shillings. Wool



1777] TheStatutesat Large ofPennsylvania. 237
of a good quality by the poundfour shillings. Flax from the
swingle by the poundtwo shillings. Hempof goodquality by
the poundoneshilling andthree pence. Bar iron by the ton
eightypounds. Nail rodiron by thehundredsixpounds. Green
hidesby thepoundeightpence. Soleleatherby thepoundfour
shillings. Upper leatherwell finished off by the pound six
shillings. Other leatherandskins in proportion. Deerskins
in the hair of the bestquality by the poundfive shillings, and
othersin proportion.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it enactedby theau-
thority aforesaid,That cloths of all kindsmanufacturedin this
stateandall laborersandhirelings?wagesbothmenandwomen
by theday,monthor year,togetherwith all tradesmenandman-
ufacturersof all kindstheir ratesandpricesshallbedoubleof
whatwasusualin theyearof ourLord onethousandsevenhun-
dred andseventy-fourandshall be ascertainedin caseof any
controversyby the two nearestjusticesof thepeacewhosede-
terminationin thepremisesshallbefinal betweentheparties.

Hay by theton, andwood by the cordin theaforesaidpropor-
tions, to-wit, hay wheresold for forty shillings shallhereafter
besold for four pounds;andwood wheresold for fourteenshil-
lings shallhereafterbe sold for twenty-eightshillings andsoin
proportionfor anylarger or lesserquantity.

All goods,waresandmerchandisesof any kind whatsoever
now on hand,twenty-five per centumon the pricegiven by the
presentownerincluding the carriage,which costandcarriage
shallbemadeappearon oathor affirmationbeforethenextjus-
tice of the peacewheresuchgoodsandmerchandiseareopened
for saleandaninvoice of thesameshallbe left with the saidjus-
tice for theperusalof the public.

[Section III.] And be it further enactedby the authority
aforesaid,That all goods,waresandmerchandisebroughtinto
this statefrom anyof theUnitedStatesof NorthAmerica,shall
not be sold at a higher price than twenty.fiveper centumad-
vanceon the first cost, or purchasepaidby the importerinto

this stateto which it may be lawful for theimporterto adda
reasonablechargeof carriageby him paid, which saidprime
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cost and carriageare to be madeappearasin the foregoing
clause.

[SectionIV.] (SectionV, P. L.) And beit furtherenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thatanypersonorpersonswhatsoever
within this commonwealthwho shallask,demand,receiveor
takeanygreaterorhigherpriceorpricesfor anyoreitherof the
said severalarticles herein mentionedand recited shall for
everysuchoffenseforfeit thegoodsor otherarticlesso sold or
offeredfor saleasaforesaidorthevaluethereof,to be recovered
with costsof suit beforeany justiceof thepeaceif five pounds
or under,andif morein anycourt of commonpleaswithin this
commonwealthto andfor theuseof anypersonwho shall sue
for thesame.

[SectionV.] (SectionVI, P. L.) And beit furtherenactedby
the authorityaforesaid,Thatthejusticesof thepeaceat their
court of generalquartersessionsof the peacefor the several
countiesof this stateshall havefull powerto set suchreason-
ableprices on all provisions and victuals sold in the public
housesin tile saidrespectivecountiesastheyshall seefit which
pricesshallbepublishedby the crierat theconclusionof their
saidrespectivesessionsandfixed uponthecourt-housedoorfor
public view.

PassedApril 1, 1778. Seethe Act or Assembly passedMay 25,
1778, Chapter799. The act in thetext wasrepealedby theAct or
AssemblypassedSeptember9, 1778, Chapter812.

OHAPTERDOOXOVI.

AN ACT FOR THE FURTHERSECURITY OF THE GOVERNMENT.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe welfareandhappinessof the
goodpeopleof this commonwealthdo next underGod,entirely
dependuponthemaintainingand supportingtheindependence
and~overeigntyof thestateasdeclaredby Congress:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P.L.) Beit thereforeenacted,andit
is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof the


