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Laws enactedin thefourthsitting of the secondGeneralAs-
sembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,which com-
mencedatPhiladelphiaon thefourth dayof August,A. P.1778.

CHAPTERDCCOI.

AN ACT TO REPEAL THREE SEVERAL ACTS OF GENERALASSEMBLY
OF THIS COMMONWEALTH, TO WIT, THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT
TO EMPOWER THE JUSTICES OF PHILADELPHIA AND CHESTER
COUNTIES TO HOLD COURTSAT OTHERPLACES THAN USTJAL.1 ONE
OTHER ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR THE BETTER SECURING AND
PUNISHING PERSONSGUILTY OF THE CRIMES THEREIN MENTION-
ED,” 2 AND THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT TO EMPOWER THE JUS-
TICES OF THE COUNTY OF BUCKS TO HOLD COURTS AT OTHER
PLACES THAN USUAL AND FOR THE REMOVAL AND SAFE CUSTODY
OF THE RECORDS AND OTHER PUBLIC PAPERS OF THE SAID
COUNTY.” 3

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasatthetimewhentheenemy’sgrand
army wasin possessionof the city of Philadelphiaand its en-
virons, andfrequentlymadesuddenincursionsinto theadjacent
countiesof ChesterandBucks,threeseveralactsof generalas-
sembly were madefor the advancementand more certainad-
ministration of public justicein the severalcountiesof Phila-
delphia,Chesterand Bucks, and for the safety of the public
recordsof thesaidcountyof Bucks:

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereasupon theretreatof the said
armyfrom this statetheprovisionsmadeby thesaidthreesev-
eral actsare becomeunnecessaryandthe respectivecourts of
justice,recordsandprisonsmayfrom henceforthbe safelyheld
andkeptattheusualplacesappointedby law:

[SectionI.] (SectionIII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenacted,and
it is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof the Freemenof
theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,
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andbytheauthorityof thesame,Thatthethreeseveralactsof
generalassemblyfollowing, to-wit, theact entitled “An act to
empowerthejusticesof Philadelphiaand Chestercountiesto
hold courtsat otherplacesthanusual.” O~eotheract, entitled
“An actfor thebettersecuringandpunishingpersonsguilty of
thecrimesthereinmentioned.”2 And theact,entitled~‘Anact
to empowerthejusticesof Buckscountyto hold courtsat other
placesthanusualand for theremoval andsafecustodyof the
recordsandotherpublic papersof thesaid county,”3andevery
clause,matterandthing in thesaidactsand eachand every of
themshallbeandtheyareherebydeclaredto be repealed.

[Section II.] (SectionIV, P. L.) Providedalways and be it
further enactedby the authority aforesaid,That every [act]
matterandthing by virtueandin pursuanceof anyof the said
threeactsof generalassembly,donebefore~thepublicationof
this act, shall be taken,deemedand adjudgedto be goodand
available in law and that all informations,presentmentsand
indictmentsfound, madeand takenand all otherproceedings
andprocesscommencedandissuedundertheauthority of any
of thesaidthreeseveralactsandnot determinedbeforethepub-
lication of this actshallbe continued,proceededon anddeter-
mined in the city or county respectivelywherethe crimesor
offenseswerecommitted,orthecauseof actionhadarisen.

PassedAugust 19, 1778.

CHAPTERDCCCII.

•AN ACT TO INDEMNIFY WILLIAM DEWEES ESQUIRE THE LATE
SHERIFF AND JAMESCIAYPOOLE ESQUIRETHE PRESENTSHERIFF
OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA. FOR REMOVING THE
PRISONERSFROM THE NEW GAOL, AND IMPRISONING THEM AND
OTHERS IN THE OLD GAOL IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit wasin andby anactof assembly
of theprovinceof Pennsylvania,entitledA~Anact for erecting

1 PassedDecember20, 1777, Chapter769.
2 PassedMarch 13, 1778, Chapter788.
3 PassedApril 1, 1777, Chapter798.


