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[SectionIII.] (SectionX, P.L.) Be it furtherenactedby the
authority aforesaid,r2hatall suchlast wills andtestamentsas
havebeenreceived,provedandregisteredandall letters:testa-
mentaryandlettersof administrationgrantedin the register-
general’soffice at Philadelphia,andin the severalcountiesof
thisstate,sincethedeclarationof independenceof the fourth of
July, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, to
the fourteenth dayof March,one thousand seven hundred
and seventy-seven, when the said act for establishing
the offices for wills and administrations was passed, or
to the day when the several officers nominated and
appointed in the city and severalcounties of this state, in
pursuanceof the saidlast-recitedact,openedor exercisedtheir
respectiveoffices, shall be deemedas good andvalid to all in-
tents andpurposesin the law, aswills provedandregistered
andletterstestamentaryandof administration,grantedby the
register-generalor his deputiesin the severalcountiesbefore
the declarationof independence,notwithstandingthe incapa-
city of the saidofficers.

PassedAugust 31, 1778. Seethenotesto theOrdinanceof the
First Constitutional ConventionpassedSeptember3, 1776, chap-
ter 731; andto theAct of AssemblypassedMarch14, 1777, Chapter
748.

CHAPTER DCCCV.

A FURTHER SUPPLEMENTTO THE ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT DIRECT-
ING THE MODE AND TIME OF ELECTING JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
FOR THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA AND THE SEVERAL COUNTIES IN
THIS COMMONWEALTH AND FOR OTHER PURPOSESTHEREIN MEN-
TIONED.”

(Section I, P. L.) Whereas,notwithstandingthe provision
madein the act of generalassemblyof this commonwealth,
entitled “An actdirectingthemodeandtimeof electingjustices
of the peacefor the city of Philadelphia,andthe severaland
respectivecountiesin this commonwealth,andfor other pur-
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posesthereinmentioned,”1enactedthe fifth day of February,
in theyearof ourLord onethousandsevenhundredandseventy-
seven,andin thesupplementthereto,enactedthefifteenthday
of March, in. theyearaforesaid,yetthereis no sufficientprovi-
sion madefor supplying vacanciesthat may happenby the
death,removalfrom the county, resignationor refusalof those
electedto act,wherebyseveralof the districts, county towns,
wardsand townshipsin this commonwealth,remain without
their full numberof justices,assettledby thesaidacts,for the
administrationof justice:

(SectionII, P.L.) Forremedywhereof:
[Section I.] Be it enacted,andit is herebyenactedby the

Representativesof the Freemenof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby the authorityof the
same,That whereanyvacancyor vacancieshavehappenedor
shallhereafterhappenin thenumberof justicesin anydistrict,
county, town, township or ward within this commonwealth,
occasionedby thedeath,resignation,removalor refusalto act
of anyof thejusticescommissionedorelectedby theinhabitants
agreeableto theactsof assemblyaforesaid;it shallandmaybe
lawful for someoneof thenearestjusticesto the said district,
county town, townshipor ward; andhe is herebyenjoinedand
requireduponinformationgivenhimby anyof theinhabitants,
to summonbeforehim the constableor constablesof the said
district, countytown, townshipor wardwheresuchvacancyis
or shall be,andenjoin and commandthesaidconstableor con-
stablesto hold anelectionon a certaindaywithin twentydays
thereafter,and at a certain place within the said district,
county town, townshipor ward, to be by him thenfixed and
appointedby a writing underhis handanddeliveredto the said
constableor constables:And the saidconstableor constables
shallgive atleasttendays’noticeto thefreeholdersqualifiedby
law to vote for justicesof thepeace,by written or printedad-
vertisementsto be by him or themaffixed in at leastsix of the
most public placesof suchdistrict, county town, township or
ward, to meetatthe saidtime andplace,to electa doublenum-
ber of proper personsto be returnedas directedby the acts

1PassedFebruary5, 1777, Chapter739.
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aforesaidto thepresidentor vice-presidentandcouncil in order
that one-halfof thenumberelectedbe commissionedto fill up
suchvacancy.

[Section II.] (SectionIII, P.L.) And beit furtherenactedby
the authority aforesaid,That whenthe freeholdersof anydis-
trict, countytown, townshipor wardwithin thiscommonwealth
haverefusedor neglectedor shall hereafterrefuseor neglectto
elect justices of the peaceagreeableto the directions of the
beforerecitedacts,or of thefurtherprovisionshereinmade,that
thenit shallandmaybelawful to andfor the presidentor vice-
presidentin council, to commissionateasuitablenumberof jus-
ticesof thepeaceto fill up suchvacancies,agreeabletothenum-
berssettledin the aforerecitedacts.

PassedAugust 31, 1778. Seethe note to the Act of Assembly
passedFebruary5, 1777, Chapter739. The act in the text was re-
pealedby theAct of AssemblypassedMarch 31, 1784, Chapter1093.

CHAPTER DCCCVI.

AN ACT FORSETTLINGTHE ACCOUNTS OF THE LATE COMMITTEE AND
COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

(Section I, P. L.) Whereasit is necessarythat the accounts
of the latecommitteeandcouncil of safetybe speedilyadjusted
andsettledin orderto enablethisstateto settletheir accounts
with Congress:

Therefore:
[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it enacted,andit is hereby

enactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby the
authority of thesame,That [William Moore, JosephDeanand
David Rittenhonse]beandtheyareherebyappointedauditors,
with full powerto audit,collect, adjust,liquidateandsettlethe
said accountsof the late committeeand council of safety of
Pennsylvania,andwhen anybalanceshallbe due to the state
they shall direct the paymentthereofto be madeto the state


