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PassedSeptember7, 1778. SeetheActs o~AssemblypassedNo-
vember17, 1778,Chapter817; April 3, 1779, Chapter841; February
28, 1780, Chapter 876; September22, 1780, Chapter917; December
22, 1780, Chapter922; February27, 1781, Chapter928; June7, 1781,
Chapter943.

CHAPTER DCCCX.

AN ACT FOR THE RECOVERY OF THE DUTIES ON NEGROES AND
MULATTO SLAVES, WHICH ON THE FOURTH DAY OF JULY, ONE
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SIX, WERE DUE TO
THIS STATE AND HAVE SINCE ACCRUED, AND FOR APPOINTING A
COLLECTOR OF THE SAID DUTIES.

(SectionI, P.L.) Whereasby anactof thegeneralassemblyof
the former governmentof Pennsylvaniapassedthefourteenth
clay of March one thousandsevenhundredand sixty-one, en-
titled “An actfor laying a duty on negroesandmulatto slaves
imported in this province,”1a duty of tenpoundswaslaid on
everynegroandmulattoslaveimported,landedorbroughtinto
the said provincefor sale. And severalother regulationswere
madefor collectingandapplyingthesaidduty:

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereasby anotheract of the said
generalassemblypassedthetwenty-sixthday of Februaryone
thousandsevenhundredandseventy-three,the additionalduty
of ten poundswas laid on everynegro andmulattoslave im-
ported,andnotexceptedin thesaidfirst-mentionedact.

(SectionIII, P. L.) And whereasupon thedeclarationof the
independenceof this andthe rest of the United Statesof
America, the office of the collectorof thesaid dutieshasbeen
vacatedandno new officer appointedby thelegislatureof this
state. In consequencewhereoftheentriesof negroesandmul-
atto slavessincebroughtinto this statecould not be properly
madeand the dutje~laid on them collected. For remedying
whereof,andthat thesaiddutiesmaybe collectedandrecover-
ed,andthat all theregulationsmadeby theaforesaidtwo acts
of generalassemblymayforthefuturebeput in dueexecutioB

IPassedMarch 14, 1761, Chapter467.
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[SectionI.] (SectionIV, P.L.) Be it enacted,andit is hereby
enactedby theRepresentativesof the Freemenof theCommon-
wealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by the
authorityof thesame,That [WalterShee] of [the city of Phila-
delphia,merchant,]shall be, and is hereby appointedcollec-
tor of theduties,andreceiverof all fines, forfeituresandpen-
altiesimposedby theaforesaidtwo actsof generalassembly.
Andhe is herebyauthorized,enjoinedandrequiredto demand
andreceiveol andfrom thelatecollectorof the saidduties,all
bondsandsecuritiestakenin pursuanceof the said acts,and
all books,minutesand papersto the saidoffice of collectorof
the dutieson negroesand mulattoslavesbelonging,andfrom
thepersonandpersonswho by -virtue of anysuchbondorother-
wiseowe anyduty or duties,fine or fines, and their suretiesto
-demandandreceivethesame,anduponrefusalto prosecuteand
suefor therecoverythereof,andalsoto do, executeandperform
all andeverytheacts,mattersand things enjoinedto be done
andperformedby thecollectorof thesaidduties,in thesaidtwo
recitedacts,andby this acthe the said [Walter Shee]before
he entersupontheexecutionof his saidoffice, giving bondwith
oneor moresufficient suretiesto thetreasurerof this state,for
the time beingin thesum of one thousandpoundsfor thedue
executionof his trust, andhavingtakentheoathor affirmation
of allegianceasprescribedby thelaws of this state.

[SectionII.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thatall personswho areresidentwith-
in this state,andhaveat any time sincethefourth day of July
one thousandseven hundred and seventy-six imported or
broughtinto anyplaceunderthelawsandgovernmentthereof
anynegroormulattoslaveor slaves,eitherfor saleor for their
own families’ service,or havepurchased,hired or maintained
suchnegroesor mulattoes,shall within the spaceof three
monthsnextafterthepublicationof this act,makeatrueentry
thereofwith the said collectorat Philadelphia,or his deputies
in the severalcountiesandpay the dutiesby thesaidtwo sev-
eralactsimposed,orgivethesecuritytherebyrequired,or if no
deputyof thesaid collectorbeknownin thecounty,makea re-
turnto the clerkof the courtof generalquartersessionsof the
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peaceof the countywhereany suchnegroor mulat.toslavehas
beenfirst importedor removedto, or is then,orhasbeenat any
timebeforeliving. Andtheclerkof thesaidcourtis herebyen-.
joined andrequiredto takeandentersuchreturn in the same
book, or on thesamefile wherethereturnsof constablesabout
negroesimported are entered,to which returns the collector
shall havefreeaccess. And thepersonandpersonswho shall
within the said spaceof threemonthsmakesuchentry or re-
port, andgive suchsecurityasaforesaid,shall be,andis hereby
indemnified, freed and dischargedof and from ail penalties,
finesandforfeituresin andby thesaidtwo recitedacts,setupon
personsnot making suchentries,andgiving suchsecuritiesas
therebyis directed. Otherwisethe personand persons,who
havesincethefourth dayof July onethousandsevenhundred
andseventy-six,imported,sold,purchased,hiredor maintained
within this stateanysuchnegroormulattoslave,andshallnot
within the said spaceof threemonthsmakethe entryby this
act directedto bemade,shall upondue convictionthereoffor-
Leit suchnegroormulatto,or if behasalreadydisposedthereof,
or thenegroor mulattohasdiedor runaway,thenthevalueof
suchnegroandmulatto.

[SectionIII.] (SectionVI, P.L.) And beit furtherenactedby
theauthority aforesaid,Thatif thelatecollectorof theduties
on negroandmulattoslaves,shallupon theproperdemandof
thesaid [WalterShee]refuseorneglectto deliverup to himthe
bonds,securities,books,minutesandpapersto theoffice of the
collectorof theaforesaiddutiesbelonging,andthesaid [Walter
Shee] shall makecomplaint thereof to any one justice of the
peaceof thecity or countywherethesaidlate collectordwell-
eth,suchjusticeshall issuehis warrantin thenatureof capias,
causingthe officer to be broughtbefore him, and if the com-
plaint shallbesupportedby goodevidencethesaidjustice shall
commithim to thecommongaolof the county,thereto remain
withoutbail or mainpriseuntil thesaidbonds,securities,books,
minutesandpapersshallbedeliveredup asaforesaid.

[SectionIV]. (SectionVII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatin caseof the death,removal
or refusalto act of thepersonhereinappointedcollector,or of
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anyfuture collector,it shall andmaybelawful for thegeneral
assemblyfor thetime being,to appointanothercollectorby re-
solve:And lxi caseanyvacancyshallhappenin therecessof the
house,thepresidentor vice-presidentin council shallthenhave
thesaidappointment.

PassedSeptember7, 1778. Seethenote to theAct of Assenibly
passedMarch14, 1761, Chapter467; andtheAct of Assemblypassed
March1, 1780, Chapter881.

CHAPTER DCCCXI.

AN ACT FOR ESTABLISHING A COURT OF ADMIRALTY.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasit is necessarythat dueprovision
should be madefor thetrial and determinationof crimes,con-
troversiesandsuitsproperlywithin thecognizanceof themari-
time law, andnot.inquirableat commonlaw:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Beit thereforeenacted,andit is
herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and
by theauthorityof thesame,Thata personof knownintegrity
andability shallbeappointedandcommissionedby thesupreme
executivecouncil ofthis commonwealthfor andduringtheterm
of threeyearsby thenameandstyleof “Judgeof Admiralty of
thestateof Pennsylvania,”whoshallhold a courtof admiralty
which shallhavecognizanceof all andall mannerof controver-
sies, suitsandpleas,within thejurisdictionof theadmiraland
not determinableat commonlaw: (crimesexcepted)aiid there-
uponadjudge,decree,passsentence,andawardexecutionthere-
of, asthemaritimelawandthelawsof thiscommonwealthshall
require.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And beit furtherenactedby
the authorityaforesaid,That all captains,commanders,prize-
mastersor otherperson[s] havingtakenandbroughtinto any
port in thiscommonwealthanyship or othervesselbelongingto


