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upon prayedthe housewould permit him to bring in a bill
to vestthetitle of thepremisesin the petitioner:

[Section I.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemen
of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssembly
met, andby theauthority of the same, Thatthelot of ground
aforesaid,with thebuildingsandappurtenances,situate,lying
andbeingin thetown of Lisburn, in thecountyof Oumberland,
containing,in front, on a streetin thegeneralplanof thesaid
town, calledMain street,onehundredandthirteenfeet, and in
depth on the westwardside, threehundredand seventy-five
feet to Yellow Breechescreek,and in depth on the eastward
side two hundredand forty feet, be, and the sameis hereby
vestedin the said John Rankin, his heirs and assigns,to be
heldby him,thesaidJohnRankin,hisheirsandassignsforever,
subjectto the samerentsandconditionsthat thesaidRichard
Carsonformerly heldthesame,anylaw, customor usageto the
contrarythereofin anywisenotwithstanding.

PassedSeptember29, 1781. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 458, etc.

CHAPTER CMLIII.

AN ACT TO GIVE RELIEF TO CERTAIN PERSONSTAKING REFUGE
IN THIS STATE WITH RESPECTTO THEIR SLAVES.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasmanyvirtuouscitizensof America
and inhabitantsof statesthat havebeeninvadedareobliged,
by thepowerof the enemy,to takerefugein this state:

And wlierea~,it is just and necessarythat the propertyof
suchpersonsshouldbe protected:

[Section I.] Be it thereforeenactedand it is herebyenacted
by the Representativesof the Freemenof the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby theauthority

• of thesame,That an and everypersonandpersons,underthe
aboved~scription,now residingin this state,or who hereafter



368 TheS~&uIes& Large ofPennsylvania. [1781

may be in like circumstances,shall retain, possessand hold
their slaves,anything in the act for the gradualabolition of
slaverypassedthe first dayof March, onethousandsevenhun-
dred and eighty, to the contrarynotwithstanding.

(Section III, P. L.) Provided always, That the owner or
ownersof suchslaves,his or theirlawful attorney,shall, in six
monthsfrom thepassingof thisact,or in six monthsaftertheir
arrival in this state,asthecasemaybe, registersaid slavesin
mannerandform directedin thefifth sectionof the actabove
mentionedfor thegradualabolitionof slavery. And be it fur-
ther provided, That suchslavesshall not be alienedor sold
to any inhabitantnor retainedin this stateas slaveslonger
thansix monthsafterthe conclusionof the presentwar with
GreatBritain.

[SectionII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it alsoprovidedand
declared,Thatnothinghereincontainedshallbedeemed,con-
struedor takento enslaveany personor personswho have
beenemancipatedor freedunderor by virtueof the actafore-
said.

PassedOctober1, 1781. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 459, etc.

CHAPTER CMLIV.

AN ACT TO DISSOLVE THE MARRIAGE OF JACOB BILLMEYER WITH
HIS WIFE MARY BILLMEYER LATE MARY EICHELBERGER.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereas,JacobBillmeyer, of thetown of
York, in thestateof Pennsylvania,conveyancer,hathpresented
a petitionto thishouse,settingforth that hiswife Mary, about
eight yearssince, elopedfrom his bed and board,without any
reasonablecause,andever since continuedto absentherself
from his bed and board; andthat in the monthof February,
in theyearof our Lord one thousandsevenhundredandsev-
enty-eight,she,the said Mary, becameacquaintedwith a cer-
tain William Cole,with whom sheintermarriedandcohabited,


