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mitted) beandthey are herebyauthorizedandrequiredupon
thepetition of the saidJohn Sensenighto grantunto him the
like relief as by the laws of this state.is provided andenacted
for insolvent debtorswho are confined in executionfor debt,
not exceedingonehundredandfifty poundsto any oneperson.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII. P. L.) And be it further enacted
bythe authorityaforesaid,Thatthe samecourtuponsuchpeti-
tion beingmadeto themby the saidJohnSensenighfor his dis-
chargeasaforesaid,shall thereuponproceedin all thingscon-
formablyto thepurport, intent andmeaningof the severalacts
of assemblynow in force in this commonwealthfor the relief
of insolvent debtors not owing more than one hundred and
fifty poundsto onepersonasaforesaidthat their dischargesbe
equallyvalid andeffectual,andthetr proceedingsequallygood
andbinding, to all ii~itentsandpurposeswhatsoever.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) Providedalways,andbe it
furtherenactedby the authorityaforesaid,That if any creditor
or creditorsof the saidJohnSensenighdo not or shallnot reside
in the state at the time of suchproceedingsbefore the same
court that the serviceof notice of the applicationto the said
courtor of anyrule or orderof thesamecourtin the premiseson
theknownagentorattorneyof suchcreditoror creditorswithin
this stateshall be equally good and effectual as if the same
notice or noticeswere servedon such creditor or creditorsin
person.

PassedNovember18, 1782. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 27, etc.

OHAPTEROMXOVII.

AN AC~2TO VEST THE ESTATE OF JOHN SF]~RING,LAT~1OF ~ASTON,
IN THE COUNTY OF NOTtPHAMPPON, CbRDWAINER, IN HIS FOUR
CHILDREN.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereas John Spering late of Easton in

Northamptoncounty sometimein the month of March in the
year of our Lord one thousandseven hundred and seventy-
eight left his saidplace of abodeandfamily andwithout any
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leaveor licensefor so doing passedthe enemy’slines,andit is
supposedtook his passagefor England the place of his nati-
vity:

(SectionII, P. L.) And whereasin pursuanceof an act of
assemblyentitled “An act for the attainderof diverstraitors
if theyrendernot themselvesby acertaindayandfor vesting
their estatesin this commonwealthandfor more effectually
discoveringthe sameand for ascertainingandsatisfying the
lawful debts and claims thereupon”1 the supremeexecutive
council of thiscommonwealthdid by proclamationsummonthe
saidJohnSperingto renderhimself to someoneof the justices
of the supremecourt;or of thejusticesof the peaceof oneof the
countieswithin this stateon or beforethe dayin thesaidpro.
clamation limited andappointed,in order to abidehis legal
trial for his said offence, or for any treasonor misprison of
treasonwhich might be chargedagainsthim:

(SectionIII, P. L.) And whereasthesaidJohnSperingfail-
ing to obeyandcompl.ywith the termsof the saidproclamation
becameattaint of high treason,. andthe agentsfor forfeited
estatesin the countyof Northamptonin pursuanceof the said
act of assemblydid seizehis real estateandproperty,to wit,
a certainwoodenhouseor tenementand lot of landin the said
town of Easton,on the north sideof the greatsquare,marked
in theplan of the said town “number onehundredandforty”
andthereuponhis eldest son Henry Speringin behalf of him-
self, hisbrotherJohnSperingnow asoldierin the army of the
United States,in the Pennsylvanialine, andtwo sisters,Jane
Spering and ElizabethSpering, hascraved the mercy of this
house,to which they were at the sametime recommendedby
a numberof reputableinhabitantsof the saidtown of Easton:

(Section IV, P. L.) Thereforeand in order to give relief to
thesechildren:

[SectionI.] Be it enactedandit is herebyenactedby theRep-
resentativesof the Freemenof the Commonwealthof Pennsyl-
vania in GeneralAssemblymet, andby the authority of the
same,That the said real andpersonalestatewhereofthe said
JohnSperingstoodsiezedand possessedof at the time of his

1 Passed March 6, 1778, ‘Chapter 784.
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attainderbe and is herebyvestedin the said Henry Spering,
JohnSpering,JaneSperingand ElizabethSpering,and their
heirs andassignsforever, equally to be divided betweenthem
as tenantsin commonandnot asjoint tenants,subjectnever-
theless,and liable to thepaymentanddischargeof all thejust
debtsof the saidJohnSpering,the father, andof the charges
and expenseswhich may have beenincurred in pursuanceof
the said attainderand the consequentforfeiture and. seizure
thereof, to be settledand establishedby the justices of the
supremecourt upon claims to them exhibited in like manner
as the claimsof personsagainstotherforfeitedestatesareto be
settledby law.

PassedNovember22, 1782. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 28, etc.

CHAPTEROMXOVIII.

AN ACT FOR RAISING AN IMPOST ON GOODS,WARES AND MERCHAN-

DISE IMPORTED OR BROUGHT INTO THIS STATE BY LAND.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe merchantsandtradersof the
city of Philadelphia,by their memorialhavesetforth thatlarge
quantities of merchandiseare imported or brought into this
stateby landandarenot liable to the paymentof the duty or
impostwhich ariseon goods,waresandmerchandise,imported
by wateraccordingto the actentitled “An act for an imposton
goods,waresandmerchandiseimportedinto this State,”passed
the twenty-third day of Decemberin the yearof our Lord one
thousandsevenhundredandeighty, 1 andthe act “For guard-
ing and defendingthe navigationin the bay andriver Dela-
ware, andfor other purposesthereinmentioned,” passedthe
ninth day of April in theyearof our Lord one thousandseven
hundredandeighty-two.~

(SectionII, P. . L.) And whereasthe intention of the above
recitedacts may be evadedby bringing or importing goods,

PassedNovember22, 1782. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 27, etc.

1 PassedDecember28, 1780,Chapter925.
2 PassedApril 9, 1782, Chapter965.


