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OHAPTER MXXIII.

AN ACT PREVENTING VEXATIOUS PROSECUTIONS AND SUITS
AGAINST SUCH AS ACTED IN THIS STATE FOR THE DEFENCE OF
THE LIBERTIES OF AMERICA.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasdivers virtuous citizens of this
stateand othergood peoplewell affectedto their countryat
an early periodof the presentwarwith GreatBritain for the
liberties and independenceof the United Stat~sof America,
have,at therisk of theirlives andfortunes,actedin conformity
to andcarriedinto executionseveralresolutions,recommenda-
tion,votesandordersof congress,andof theassemblies,conven-
tions,com-mittees,andotherpublicbodieswithin thisstate,and
also ascivil and military officers, and in obedienceto them,
thoughperhapsin somecasesnot sufficiently authorizedthere-
unto;in which proceedingssomeforceandviolence,anddefect
of form, wasunavoidable,which in atimeof peaceandcommon
safetywould not havebeenwarrantable;and also sincethede-
clarationof independenceandtheestablishmentof thepresent
government,byreasonofthewarsandtroublesraisedandocca-
sioned by our foreign and domesticenemies)divers like mat-
ters andthings havebeenactedand done,all which werenec-
essaryandallowablein regardof theexigenceof public affairs,
and oughtto be justified, and thepartiesconcernedthereinin-
demnified; neverthelesssomepersonsill affectedto the pre-
sent happy governmentand the safety and welfare of their
countryhavecommencedand prosecutedand threatento com-
menceand prosecuteactionsand suits againstthe good citi-
zensfor andby reasonof theiractingsanddoingsaforesaid:

Therefore,for thepreventingthetroublesandchargeswhich
thesaidvirtuouscitizensmightbeput to by meansofsuchvexa-
tious suits and prosecutionsand for their indemnity in the
premises:
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[SectionI.] (Section’II, P. L.) Be it enactedandit is hereby
enactedby theRepresentativesof the Freemenof theOommon-
wealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymetandby the
authorityof the same,That all personalactions,suits, indict-
ments,informations,andall otherprosecutionswhatsoever,for
or by reasonof any act,matteror thing, doneor performedby
anyassembly, convention, committee or other public body
within this state,or in obedienceto anyordinance,vote, reso-
lution, recommendation,order or ad’~iceoJ~congress,or of any
of the assemblies,conventions,committesorotherpublicbodies
aforesaid,or of any commandingofficer, civil or military or
otherwise,for or by reasonof the premises,beandare hereby
dischargedandmadevoid: And if any action or suit hereby
declaredto be discharged,hathbeenor shallbe commencedor
prosecuted,every personso sued maypleadthe generalissue
andgive this actandthe specialmatterin evidence;andif the
plaintiff shallbecomenon-suit, or forbearfurtherprosecution,
orsufferdiscontinuance,or if averdictor judgmentpassagainst
him,the saiddefendantshall recovertreblecosts,for which he
shallhavethe like remedyas in caseswherecostsby law are
given to defendants;andthe saidplaintiff or prosecutorshall
moreoverforfeit andpay the fine [of] ten poundsto the use
of the county wherethe said. defendantshall be arrestedor
sued,to be recoveredas aforesaidin the nameof the saidde-
fendant.

[SectionIL] (SectionIII, P. L.) And beit furtherenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,That thisactandthegeneralsentences
andwordsbeforementionedshall bereputed,taken,expounded
andadjudged~in all courtsandelsewhere,mostbeneficial and
availableto all ‘and singularthe goodpeoplewho maybe sued
for or by reasonof anyactor thing doneor performedasafore-
said.
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