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his marriagewith the saidMargaretAlexander;andthe said
generalassemblybeing willing to ascertainthe truth of said
facts,that justicemaybedonein thepremises,andbeingthor-
oughlyconvincedof thetruth of thesaidfacts,on aproperand
legal examinationhaving takenplace, in the presenceof the
said parties,before a committeeof the lategeneralassembly~
who havereportedthe testimonybefore them:

[SectionI.] (Section.11, P. L.) Be it thereforeenacted,and
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,
andby theauthorityof the same,That the marriageof thesaid
JohnAlexanderwith the saidMargaretAlexanderbe, andthe
sameis herebydeclaredto be dissolved and annulledto all
intentsandpurposeswhatsoever,andthesaidJohnAlexander
andMargaretAlexandershall be, andthey areherebyhence-
forth respectivelydeclaredto beseparated,set free andtotally
dischargedfrom their matrimonialcontract,andfrom all duties
andobligationsto eachother as husbandandwife, as fully,
effectuallyandabsotutelyto all intentsandpurposesasif they
hadneverbeenjoined in matrimony, or by ~ny other contract
whatsoever,anylaw,usageor customto thecontraryin anywise
notwithstanding.

PassedMarch 15, 1784. RecordedLa. B. No. 2, p. 266, etc.

CHAPTER MLXXVIII.

A SUPPLEMENT TO AN ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR MAKING THE
RIVER SCHUYLKILL NAVIGABLE, AND FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF THE FISH IN THE SAID RIVER,” AND TO TWO SUPPLEMENTSTO
THE SAME ACT.

(Section I, P. L.) Whereasthe improving the navigationof
theriver Schuylkill, soasto makeit passableatall times,will
bevery advantageous~tothepoor, greatlypromotethe spirit of
industry andbe beneficial to a considerablepart of this state,
by enablingthe inhabitantsto bring their produceto market,
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for furnishing the country adjoining the sameriver, andthe
city of Philadelphiawith coal,masts,spars,boards,scantling
andmany other necessaryanduseful articles:

And whereasdivers inhabitantsof this statehaveby their
petitions prayed that some effectual stepsmay be taken to
makethe sameriver navigable,andthe lawsheretoforeenacted
beinginadequatefor thepurposeaforesaid,for want of aproper
fund, to be employedby commissionersthereinnamed:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenacted,andit
is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,
andby theauthorityof thesame,ThatDavidRittenhouse,Lind-
sey Ooats,Anthony Levering, JohnJones,of the Guiph Mill,
RobertCurry, IsaacPotts,JosephPaul,DavidThomas,of Pro-
vidence, MatthiasPennebaker,JamesHockley, John Brooks,
JacobLight, AbrahamLincoln, MordecaiMiller, JohnBiship,
GeorgeGardiner,JohnMears,CharlesShoemaker,GeorgeMil-
ler, Henry Haller, SamuelBaird andFrederickCleckner,shall
beandtheyareherebyconstitutedandappointedcommission-
ersfor clearingthenavigationof the saidriver, andto carryall
andsingular the powers,rights, authoritiesand jurisdictions
severallygivenandgrantedto certaindifferentsetsof commis-
sionersby thethreeseveralactsof assembly,thetitles whereof
arehereinreferredto, the first of them passedthe fourteenth
day of March, onethousandsevenhundredandsixty-one, en-
titled “An act for making the river Schuylkill navigable,and
for the preservationof the fish in the said river,” ~the second
passedthe twenty-sixth day of February,one thousandseven
hundredandseventy-three,andentitled “A supplementto the
act, entitled ‘An act for making theriver Schuylkill navigable,
andfor thepreservationof thefish in the saidriver,’ ~ ~andthe
third and.lastlaw, passedthetwenty-fourthday of March,one
thousandsevenhundred andeighty-one, entitled “A further
supplementto the act, entitled ‘An act for making the river
Schuylkill navigableandfor the preservationof the fish in the
said river,’ “~ and that the said David Rittenhouse,Lindsey

1 PassedMarch 14, 1761, Chapter465.
2 PassedFebruary26, 1783, Chapter880.
8 PassedMarch24, 1781, Chapter930.
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Coats,Anthony Levering, JohnJones,of the Guiph Mill, Rob-
ert Curry, IsaacPotts, JosephPaul, David Thomas,of Provi-
dence, Matthias Pennebaker,JamesHockley, John Brooks,
JacobLight, AbrahamLincoln, MordecaiMiller, JohnBishop,
GeorgeGardiner,JohnMears,CharlesShoemaker,GeorgeMil-
ler, Henry Haller, SamuelBaird andFrederickOleckner,shall
be henceforwardtakenandconsideredastheonly commission-
ersfor clearing the navigation of the sameriver, with all the
powers,rights,authoritiesandjurisdictionsin the act andsup-
plementsaforesaid,andthe commissionersin the said supple-
ment passedthe twenty-fourth day of March, one thousand
sevenhundredandeighty-one,exceptsuchas arere-appointed
by this act, shallceaseto exerciseany power, right, authority
or jurisdiction, under their said appointmentin the last sup-
plementaforesaid,andthe saidcommissionersby this actap-
pointed shall ask,demand,suefor, recoverandreceiveall the
moneys,goods, securitiesandeffects, which the said commis-
sionershaveor are entitled to, in right of their appointment
aforesaid,andmake use of them for the purposein this act
mentioned.

[Section II.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,That thepenaltyof twentypounds
mentionedin the third section of the first act aforesaid,en-

~titled “An act for making the river Scbuylkill navigable,and
for thepreservationof thefish in thesaidriver:” andthefourth
sectionof theactlast aforesaid,entitled “A furthersupplement
to the act, entitled “An act for making the river Schuylkill
navigable,andfor the preservationof thefish in thesaidriver,”
shallbe recoveredby warrant,beforethe chief justiceor either
of the assistantjustices of the supremecourt, or before any
justiceof the~courtsof commonpleasor of the quartersessions
of the peacewhoshall residein the countywhereinor adjacent
to which the offensesdescribedin thethird andfourth sections
aforesaid,shall be committed,the samepenalty,whenrecov-
ered,shallbe for the soleuseof theinformer.
• And that the severalcommissionersin this act namedshall
atteffd to tile duti~sof their appointmentunderthis act, and
theactandsupplementsaforesaid:
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[SectionIII.] (Section IV, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,Thateachcommissioneror commission-
ersin thisactnamedshall takesuchpart of Schuylkffl for the
purposeof clearing,asis hereinspecially directed.

From the tide water below the falls, to Spring mill, David
Rittenhouse,LindseyCoats,AnthonyLevering andJohnJones,
of the Guiph mill.

From thenceto the mouth of Valley creek,Robert Curry,
IsaacPottsandPosephPaul.

Fromthenceto the mouthof Mingo creek,David Thomas,of
Providence,andMatthiasPennebaker.

From thenceto Berks county line, JamesHockley, John
BrooksandJacobLight.

Fromthenceto Beidler’s mill, AbrahamLincoln andMorde-
cal Miller.

Fromthenceto themouthof Tulpehockencreek,JohnBishop
andGeorgeGardiner.

Fromthenceto the mouthof Maiden creek;JohnMears.
Fromthenceto themouth of Tamaquacreek,CharlesShoe-

makerandGeorgeMiller.
Fromthenceto the coalmineson ~chuylkill at Basler’ssaw-

mill Henry Haller, SamuelBaird andFrederickOleckner.
(SectionV, P.L.) Andshouldanyof thecommissionersafore-

said die, or refuseto act befor ethe completing the business
aforesaid,the majority of the saidcommissionersshall appoint
otherpersonor personsfor executingthe powers,rights,autho-
rities and jurisdictions of this act, who when appointed,and
after acceptanceof their appointment,shall receivethe same
wagesandbeunderthe sameregulationswith the other com-
missionersunderthis act.

[SectionIV.] (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the commissionersin this act
mentionedareherebyrequiredandenjoinedto meetat theinn
of JacobWit; in Pott~t~wn,Philadelphiacounty,atten o’clock
in the morningon the first Tuesdayin May next, àndwhena
majority of suchcommissionersshallhaveassembled,theyshall
agreeon somegeneralplan for executingthe powers,righCs,
authoritiesandjurisdictionsunderthis act,andtheactandtwo
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supplementsaforesaid,which saidplanasfar assituationand
circumstancesconcur,shallbedirectoryto eachother, in clear-
ing saidriver, andshallalsomeetat the sametime of dayand
placeon the first Tuesdayin June,July,August,Septemberand
October next, and at such meetingsshall give a faithful ac-
countin writing to eachotherof the sumsof moneytheyhave
severallyexpendedin thework aforesaid,andof thepartof such
work which they havecompleted,andin caseany of the com-
missionersshallneglector refuseto attendat anyof themeet-
ings aforesaid,on the daysandtimesaforesaid,andattheplace
aforesaid,he shallpay the fine of five pounds,to be recovered
by any informer prosecutingfor the same,andfor the use of
such informer, and in the samemannerasthe twenty pounds
aforesaid, in the acts aforesaid,shall be recovered,and the
chief justice andthe justicesaforesaid,beforewhom the fine
shallberecovered,areherebyrespectivelyempoweredto judge
of the sufficiencyor insufficiencyof the excuseof suchcommis-
sionerandproceedaccordingly;

And that the navigattonof the saidriver maybe obtainedat
as little expenseas possible.

[SectionV.] (SectionVJI, P. L.) Be it further enactedby the
authorityaforesaid,That SamDelPotts,of Pottstown,is hereby
appointedtreasurerfor the saidboard of commissioners,who
is authorizedandempoweredto drawout of the bankof ~Torth
America, all such sumsof moneyas shallbe depositedin the
samefor the purposeof improving the navigationof the said
river, by the managersof thepublic lottery of this state,which
sameSamuelPotts shallpaythe drafts on him madeby each
of the samecommissionersaforesaid,who for such. payment
shall be allowed ten shillings in the hundred poundsandno
more, that the said Samuel Potts, and eachof the said com-
missionersshall be accountablefor the sumwhich heor they
severallyshall receive,andfor which sumssoreceivedasafore-
said, together with the goods, securities,moneys and other
effects, receivedfrom the commissionersunderthe supplement
aforesaid,passedthetwenty-fourth dayof March,onethousand
seven hundredand eighty-one,they shall accountfor to the
comptroller-generalof this statein themonth of Octobernext,
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andthat eachcommissionershall,whilst on the businessafore-
said, receivefor his servicessevenshillings andsix penceper
diem,andno more,to be paidby the saidSamuelPotts.

[SectionVL] (SectionVIII, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authorityaforesaid,That the treasureraforesaid,shall,
beforeheenterson the thities of his office, becomeboundto the
presidentin council, with two sufficient securitiesin the sum
of five thousandpounds,conditionedfor the true andfaithful
performanceof histrust.

[SectionVII.] (SectionIX, P. L.) Andbe it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the said recitedact andthe
two supplementsaforesaid,andevery part andparcelthereof,
‘except suchparts as are hereinalteredor amended,shall be
takento beandremainin full force,virtue andeffect,anything
herein containedto the contrary thereofin anywisenotwith-
standing.

PassedMarch 15, 1784. RecordedLa. B. No. 2, p. 267, etc. Seethe

note to theAct of AssemblypassedMarch14, 1761, Chapter465.

CHAPTER MLXXIX.

AN ACT FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENTAND PROMOTION OF LEARNING,
BY VESTING A RIGHT TO T9E COPIES OF PRINTED BOOKS IN THE
AUTHORS OR PURCHASERS OF SUCH CO1~IES,DURING THE TIME
THEREIN MENTIONED.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe honorablethe Congressof the
UnitedStates,by tlkeir resolutionof thesecondday of May, one
thousandsevenhundredandeighty-three,have recommended
to the severalstatesto secureto the authorsor publishersof
anynew booksnot hithertoprinted,beingcitizensof theUnited
States,andto their executors,administratorsand assigns,the
copy right of suchbooks for acertaintime:

(SectionII, P.L.) Andwhereasprinters,booksellersandother
personshaveheretoforefrequently taken the liberty of print-
ing, reprinting andpublishing or causingto be reprintedand


