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thatthesaidCatharinehathacknowledgedthat shecould make
no defenseagainstthe prayerthereof:

And whereasthis housedid on the third day of March, in
the year of our Lord, onethousandsevenhundredandeighty-
four give leave to the said RobertStewardto bring in a bill
agreeableto his saidprayer:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedandit
is herebyenactedby the Representativesof theFreemenof the
Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and
by the authority of the same,That the marriageof the said
RobertSteward with the said Catharinebe and the sameis
herebydeclaredto be dissolved,annulledandmadevoid to all
intentsand purposeswhatever,andthe saidRobertSteward
andthe saidOatharinehis wife, shallbe andthey arehereby
respectivelydeclaredto be separated,set free andtotally dis-
chargedfrom their matrimonial contract andfrom all duties
andobligationsto eachotherashusbandandwife, asfully, ef-
fectually andabsolutelyto all intentsandpurposesasif they
hadneverbeenjoined in matrimony,or in anycontractof ma-
trimony, any law, usageor customto the contrarythereof in
anywise notwitstanding.

PassedMarch 22, 1784. RecordedL. 8. No. 2, p. 281, etc.

CHAPTER MLXXXV.

AN ACT TO EMPOWER THE OWNERS OF GREENWICH ISLAND, WIC-
CACOA AND MOYAMENSING MEADOWS TO MAKE A DAM ACROSSTHE
MOUTH OF HAY CREEK, AND ANOTHER DAM ACROSS HOLLANDER’S
CREEK, AT THE STONEBRIDGE.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasin the yearonethousandseven
hundredandfifty-nine, a law was obtainedby the ownersof
GreenwichIsland for embankinganddraining the same;in
the year one thousandsevenhundredandsixty-one,another
law was obtainedby the ownersof the WiccacoaMeadowsfo~r
theembankinganddrainingthem;andin theyearonethousand
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sevenhundredand sixty-seven,anotherlaw was obtainedby
the ownersof the MoyamensingMeadowsfor the embanking
anddrainingtheirs:The threetracksareboundedanddivided
in part by Hay andHoilander’s creeks:As the improvements
which weremadeandmaintainedon both sidesof saidcreeks
underthoselaws arenow greatly fallen into decay,the owners
for their greaterbenefit do proposeto makea dam acrossthe
saidHay creekat its mouth neartheriver Delaware,joining it
to the old bankson both sides; alsoanotherdamacrossHol-
lander’screek at the stone bridge joining it to the old bank
there,andto makesufficientgatesor trunksthereinfor evacuat-
ing andtaking in thewaterasthe improvementsmayrequire
andto repairandamendthesameforever:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P.L.) Be it thereforeenactedandit
is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
the Oommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet,
andby the authority of the same,That the managerselected,
andto be electedfor GreenwichIslandbanks,andthemanagers
electedandto beelectedfor the WiccacoaMeadowbanks,and
the managerselectedandto be electedfor the Moyamensing
Madowbanks,or amajority of eachjoined together,arehereby
appointed,authorizedandempoweredwithin two monthsafter
the publicationof this act, to view the premises,anderect or
causeto beerectedthe saidtwo damsat theplacesbeforemen-
tioned and appointedby this act, to chooseand fix upon the
mostconvenientandproperplaceswherethemud shall.bedug
for makingthe saidtwo dams.

(SectionIII, P. L.) And whereasthewell draining of themea-
dowsaforesaidis of greatimportanceto theownersof meadows,
andasHay andHollander’screeksnow form thedivision lines
betweenthe three companiesof Greenwich, Wiccacoa and
Moyamensing,and the necessityof establishinga largeand
sufficientdrain in the saidcreeksby way of boundaryline will
befoundof greatutility to thewell drainingthe whole:

[SectionIL] (SectionIV, P.L.) Beit enactedby theauthority
aforesaid,That the managersof GreenwichIslandbankswith
themanagersof WiccacoandMoyamensingbanksor amajority
of themas aforesaid,as soonas the damminganddraining of
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thewaterwill permit,shall employasurveyorandproceedand
run the division line in the saidHay andHollander’s creeks,
betweenthe ownersholding land thereon,andplaceand es-
tablish marks for fully settling the same;andthat the said
managersshall judge, determineand direct the breadthand
depthof the drain to be madetherein,andshallhire menand
get such drain completedwith all convenient speed,which
powershallbeextendedto the managersfor the time beingfor
cleaningandkeepingthe saiddrain in good order forever.

[SectionIII.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the managersaforesaidshall
choosethreemendisinterestedin thepremiseswho shall view
the landson both sidesof Hay andHollander’screekswhich
lie outsideof themeadowbanks,andmaybedrainedby virtue
of this act; theyshallconsiderandjudgethe extraordinaryad-
vantagesgainedby drainingof the landswhich beforelay use-
less for want thereof, they shall tax andassesssuch lands,
andthe ownersthereofin amoderateandreasonablesum of
money,to bepaidmoreoverandbesidesthe taxwhich maybe
laid on andpaidfor the alreadyimprovedmeadows,in general
likewise to consider the damagesthat shall be done to the
ownersof landfrom whencethemudshallbe takento makethe
two dams,andorder reasonableretaliation to bemadeout of
the samestock,andin the samemannerasthe expensesof the
saidtwo damsarepaid.

(SectionVI, P. L.) And whereasanumberof the ownersof
landon GreenwichIslandin theyearonethousandsevenhun-
dred and sixty-seven,obtaineda law for making a road and
bridge over Hollander’screek aforesaid,and for keepingthe
samein repair forever,with apowerof levying atax andrais-
ing a fund for the paymentof the expensesthereof. And as
the bridge will be considerablyamendedby thework in com-
pletingthe abovesaiddam,thereforeit shallbe lawful for the
threedisinterestedpersons,who shallbe chosenandappointed
bythesaidmanagers,to view theworkwhendoneto theamend-
meatof the saidbridge,andtax andassessthe bridgeandroad
companyin a moderateandreasonablesum of moneyto be
paidto the managersappointedto erector makethesaiddam
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out of their fund raisedby virtue of the law aforesaid;And if
the said bridge androad companyshall refuseor neglectto
pay or reimbursethe managersappointed to make the said
dam as aforesaid:

[SectionIV.] (Sec,tionVII, P. L.) Be it enactedby the au-
thority aforesaid,That then andthereafterit shall andmay
be lawful to andfor the saidmanageror managersso demand-
ing in his or their own names,to suefor the respectivesumor
sumsassessed,asby this act directed,by action of debtof five
poundsor under, beforeany one justice of the peace of the
county of Philadelphiaandif abovefive poundsin any of the
courtsof commonpleasof this state,andgive this actandthe
said assessmentor the said account,as the casemayrequire,
in evidence;And the saidjusticeof thepeaceandthe saidcourt
are herebyempoweredanddirectedto give judgmentandexe-
cution for thesame,with costsof suit accordingly.

[SectionV.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,That the costsandchargesconcern-
ing the dams,sluicesandline drain arisingon the Greenwich
Islandsideof saidcreeks,shallbesettledandpaymentdirected
by the managersof the said island, or amajority of them and
shallbe recoveredof theowner or ownersneglectingorrefusing
to payin suchlawful manneras is setforth in their law before
mentioned;andthat the costsandchargesconcerningthe dams,
sluices and line drain arising on the Wiccacoa and Moya-
mensingsideof said creeksshall be settled andpaymentdi-
rectedfor the Wiccacoapart by the managersof theWiccacoa
banks, or a majority of them, andfor the Moyamensingpart
thereof by the managersof the Moyamensingbanks,or ama-
jority of them,andshall be recoveredof the owner or owners
neglectingor refusingto payas the managersdirectedin such
lawful manneras is set forth in their respectivelaws before
mentioned.

(SectionIX, P.L.) And whereasdoubtshavearisenwhether
the expenseof cutting, digging, throwing out andmaintaining
the said line drain ought to be a joint expenseto whole of the
said districts of Greenwich,WiccacoaandMoyamensingor a
partial expenseto the ownerswithin the same:
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[SectionVI.] (SectionX, P.L.) Be it enactedby theauthority
aforesaid,That the threepersonsas aforesaidto be appointed
by the saidmanagersshallhavefull powerandauthorityafter
thesaidline drain is completed,to view the sameandthelands
aforesaid,andaftersuchviewing, shallseverallymakeoathor
affirmation beforeoneof the justicesof the courtsof common
pleasof the city andcounty of Philadelphia,whois herebyau-
thorizedandrequiredto administerthe same,what landsthey
areof opinionwill receivebenefitfrom thesaidlinedrain,which
samejustice shall return a certificatein writing of the said
oathor affirmation within threedaysaftertaking the same(for
which andfor his other serviceaforesaidhe shall receivethe
usual feesof office) to the managersaforesaid,who shall then
assess,levy andraisethe tax aforesaid,on the [estateor] es-
tatesof suchowner or ownersof the saidlandsas shall be in
theopinion of the threepersonsaforesaidbenefitedbythe said
line drain.

PassedMarch22, 1784. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p. 282, etc.

CHAPTER MLXXX VI.

AN ACT TO REMEDY THE INCONVENIENCES OF HOLDING THE AN-
NUAL ELECTIONS IN THE SECOND DISTRICT OF BEDFORD COUNTY,
AND THE THIRD AND FOURTH DISTRICTS IN THE COUNTY OF WEST-
MORELAND, AT THE PLACES HERETOFORE APPOINTED BY THE
LAWS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(SectionI, P.L.) Whereasit hasbeenfoundveryinconvenient
for the freemenof the seconddistrict of Bedfordcounty to at-
tendthe annualelectionat the houseof JohnBurd, in Dublin
township, as by an act, entitled “A supplementto an act,en-
titled ‘An act for amendingthe severalactsfor electingmem-
bersof assemmbly,”1 passedthe fourteenthday of June,one
thousandsevenhundredandseventy-seven,is directed:

1Passedtune 14, 1777, Chapter767.


