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CHAPTER MLXXXVIII.

AN ACT TO SECURETHE PERSONSEMPLOYED IN THE BUILDING AND
FITTING SHIPS AND VESSELS FOR SEA BY MAKING THE BODY,
TACKLE, APPAREL AND FURNITURE OF SUCH SHIPS AND VESSELS
LIABLE TO PAY THE SEVERAL TRADESMEN EMPLOYED IN BUILD-
ING AND FITTING THEM FOR THEIRWORK AND MATERIALS.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe businessof ship building is a
veryimportantbranchof thecommerceof this state,andought
to receiveall proper encouragement:

And whereasseveraltradesmenemployedin this business
areliable to lossesby reasonthat thepersonsemployingthem
arefrequentlymastersof ships,strangersand personshaving
no fixed propertyin the country,and theshipsand vesselsby
thembuilt, repairedandfitted, arenot liableto paytheamount
oftheirbills, wherebytheirlaborandmaterialshavebeentaken
to satisfy otherdebtsto their discouragementin carryingon
~ousefula modeof increasingthewealthof thestate:

For remedywhereof:
[Section1.3 (SectionII, P. L.) Beit enactedand it is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof the Common-
wealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, and by the
authorityof thesame,Thatshipsandvesselsof all kinds built,
repairedandfitted within this statebeandtheyareherebyde-
claredto be liable and chargeablefor all debtscontractedby
the mastersor ownersthereof for or by reasonof any work
done,or materialsfound or providedby any carpenter,black-
smith, mastmaker,boatbuilder,blockmaker, ropemaker,sail-
maker,rigger,joiner, carver,plumber,painteror shipchandler,
for uponandconcerningthebuilding, repairing,fitting, furnish-
ing andequippingsuchship or vesselin preferenceto any, and
beforeanyotherdebtsdueandowing from theownersthereof.

And in order to providea speedyand adequateremedyfor
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suchtradesmen,asaforesaid,to recoverdebtscontractedby any
personor personsfor theuseof suchshiporvessel:

[Section II.] (SectionIII, P. L.) Be it enactedby the au-
thority aforesaid,That it shall andmaybe lawful for all and
everyof the said tradesmento file a libel in the court of ad-
miralty of this state,againstsuchship or i~essel,her tackle,
furnitureandapparel,whereuponprocessshall issueandsuch
proceedingshall be had towardsthe recoveryof suchdebts
asareusuallyhadin thecourtsof admiraltyfor therecoveryof
mariners’wages,andotherdebtsactuallycontracteduponthe
high seas,andwithin thejurisdiction of thecourtof admiralty,
notwithstandingsuchwork wasdone,and suchmaterialsand
articleswerefound andprovidedat landwithoutthe jurisdic-
tion of the admiralty.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That all or any of the saidtrades-
men, to whom any ship or vessel,is or shall be indebtedfor
work done, or materialsor other articles furnishedandpro-
vided,to join in onelibel for therecoveryof all theirdebtsin the
samemannerthat marinersarepermittedby the usageof the
admiralty,to join togetherin onesuitandif morethanonesuit
shallbe broughtagainstany ship or vesselby morethanone
suchtradesmanasaforesaid,thejudgeof the admiralty shall
causesuchactionsto beconsolidatedinto one,andgive onede-
finitive sentenceor decreecomprehendingall suchdebts, as
shall bedemandedby all or anyof thetradesmenaforesaid,and
duly supportedeitherby libel asaforesaidor by petitionto the
courtwhile one or moreof suchlibels shall bedepending.

[Section IV.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
.by theauthority aforesaid,Thatif uponany suchlibel or peti-
tion asaforesaid,themasteror ownerof suchship or vesselor
his or their agentsshall appearin thesaidcourtandenterinto
stipulationwith sufficient suretiesto answerall the demands
aforesaid,which shallbe thenfiled againstsuchship orvessel,
thesaidship or vesselshall bedischargedfrom thearrestand
shallbepermittedto proceedon hervoyage.

[SectionV.] (SectionVI, P. L.) Providedalwaysnevertheless,
Thatno shiporvesselshallcontinueto beliable andchargeable
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for suchdebtsto the tradesmenaforesaidlonger thanthetime
which shall intervenebetweenthe contractingof such debts,
andthetime of her proceedingto seanext after thework shall
be doneor thematerialsandarticlesfurnishedandprovided.

PassedMarch27, 1784. RecordedL. B. No. 2, P. 289, etc. Seethe

Act o~AssemblypassedFebruary9, 1793, Chapter1652.

CHAPTER MLXXXIX.

AN ACT TO REGULATE FENCES AND TO APPOINT APPRAISERS 1N
EACH TOWNSHIP IN THE COUNTIES OF BEDFORD, NORTHUMBER-
LAND, WESTMORELAND, WASHINGTON AND FAYETTE, AND TO EN-
COURAGE THE RAISING OF SWINE.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasby an act of generalassemblyof
the late provinceof Pennsylvania,entitled “An act for erect-
ing poundsin eachtownship,”~passedthe tenth da.y of May,
onethousandsevenhundredandtwenty-nine,andan act, en-
titled “An actconcerningcattle,horsesandsheep,”2 passedthe
fourth day of March, one thousandsevenhundredandsixty-
three,the heightsof a lawful fencethereinmentionedarefound
to beinsufficient; andwhereasasupplementto anact, entitled
“An act to preventswine runningat large,”’ passedthe tenth
day of May, one thousandsevenhundredandtwenty-nineis
foundto beinjuriousto greatpartof thefrontier countiesof this
state:

For remedywhereof:
[Section I.] (SectionII, P. L.) Belt enactedandit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet, andby the
authority of the same,That all fenceserectedin this state
within the limits hereinaftermentionedshall be made and
erectedin thefollowing manner:Thatis to say,all worm fences

1 PassedMay 10, 1729, Chapter301.
2 PassedMarch 4, 1763, Chapter490.
a PassedMay 10, 1729, Chapter303.


