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CHAPTERMCXVIII.

AN ACT TO CARRY INTO IMMEDIATE EFFECT THE RESOLUTIONS OF
THE UNITED STATES IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED FOR ADJUSTING
THE CLAIMS OF INDIVIDUALS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH AGAINST
THE SAID UNITED STATES.

(Section I, P. L.) Whereasmany of the inhabitantsof this
statehavehitherto laboredand do yet labor undergreatand
grievousinconveniencesanddisadvantagesby not havingtheir
claimsandjust demandsagainstthe United Statesliquidated
andsettledandcertificatesgiven themfor the sameagreeably
to the resolutionof Congress. And whereasit is evident that
accordingto the progresshithertomadethe settlementof said
accountswill not be completedwithin any reasonabletime,
anda regardto justice andthe interestsof the inhabitantsof
this statecall loudly for relief, whereforein order to expedite
thesettlementof the saidaccounts:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it enactedand it is hereby
enactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet andby the
authorityof the same,That the presidentor in his absencethe
vice-presidentandthe supremeexecutivecouncil shallappoint
two additional commissionerswhoseduty it shall be severally
to attendat such times andplacesin the severalcountiesas
the supremeexecutivecouncil shall direct, andshall each of
them, in their respectivedistricts, adjust andsettle all~such
claimsaforesaidasshallappearto bejust, withoutdelay,agree-
ableto the principleslaid downby Congressin their actsof the
twentieth day of Februaryone thousandseven hundredand
eighty-two, andthird of Juneonethousaidsevenhundredand
eighty-four.

[SectionII] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the said commissionersshall
be andthey areherebyseverallyandrespectivelyvestedwith
equalãñd~ilái pó*érs to those~hich havebeengiven and
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grantedby the aforesaidacts of congressto the officer ap-
pointedby the UnitedStatesto executethesaid acts,andap-
provedof by the Legislatureof this statein and by the act
entitled “An act for the settlementof the public accountsof
the United Statesof America.” passedthe twentieth day of
Mai~chin the year of our Lord one thousandsevenhundred
and eighty-three,so far as the samerespectsthe liquidating
and settling the certificatesand claims of the inhabitantsof
this state,as aforesaid,and granting certificates,specifying
the sumsdue in specieand on interestfor the same;which
certificateswhen grantedshall be consideredin all respects
equalto the certificatesissuedor that may be issuedby the
commissionersappointedby theauthority of theUnited States
asaforesaid.

[Section111.1 (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,That eachof the commissionersto
be appointedagreeablyto this act shall before he entersOn
the duties of his office appearbeforethe supremeexecutive
council of this stateandtheretakeand subscribean oath for
the faithful dischargeof the dutiesof his office and thetrust
reposedin him to thebestof his abilitiesandunderstandingand
shallalso give bondwith two ormoresuretiesto thepresident
of the state for the time being in the sum of one thousand
poundseach, conditionedfor the faithful dischargeof the
dutiesof theiroffices respectively..

[SectionIV.] (SectionV, P.L.) And beit furtherenactedby
the authority aforesaid,That blank certificates with proper
checks and private marks shall be forthwith preparedand
printedunderthedirectionof thesupremeexecutivecouncil of
this stateanddeliveredout to thesaid commissionersiii such
quantitiesasmay be necessaryandit shallbe the dutyof the
saidcommissionersto registerin booksto beprovidedfor that
purpose;all such certificatesas they shall respectivelyissuer
specifyingin propercolumnsthenamesof thepersonsto whom
granted,thetime whenissued,thenumber,thedate,whenin-
terestcommencesthereon,uponwhosecertificate,or by whose
order and directions the serviceswere performed,or thear

1Pa8sedMarch 20, 1788,Chapter 1~2O.
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tides furnished,and shall carefully file and preserveall such
accountsandcertificatesasshall be liquidatedby them, num~
bering the sameto correspondwith the certificatesgranted
for them; and shall finally depositthe sameasthe supreme
executivecouncilshalldirect.

[SectionV.] (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the said commissionersshall
respectivelycorrespondwith the comptroller-generalof this
state; the commissionerappointedby the authority of the
United States; the commissionersappointedto settle the ac-
countsof theofficers of theseveraldepartments,andwith each
other, in order to preventconfusion,andto gainnecessaryin-
formation.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVII, P. L.) And beit furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That ~hesaid commissionersshall
respectivelybe allowed twenty shillings for every day they
shall be employedin the duties requiredof them by this act
andall necessaryoffice expensesshallalsobe allowedandpaid
themby this stateandchargedto theUnitedStates.

PassedDecember1, 1784. RecordedL. B. No. 2, p 377, etc.
Repealedby the Act of AssemblypassedMarch 30, 1785, Chap-

ter 1151.

CHAPTERMOXIX.

AN ACT TO VEST CONGRESSW~ETHCERTAIN POWERSFOR THE PRO-
TECTION OF COMMERCE.

(SectionI, P. L.) WhereastheUnited Statesin Congressas-
sembled,by their act of the thirtieth day of April last did
recommendto the severalstatesto vestthe Ujiited Statesin
congressassembledfor thetermof fifteen yearswith powerto
prohibit anygoods,waresor merchandisefrom beingimported
into or exportedfrom anyof the statesin vesselsbelongingto
or navigatedby the subjectsof any powerwith whom these
statesshallnothaveformedtreatiesof commerce:


