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OHAPTEIt MOLXXIII.

[In original roll ChapterCCXX.]

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE HONORABLE EDWARD SHIPPEN, ESQUIRE,
AND 3OHN SWIFT, ESQUIRE,THE ONLY SURVIVING TRUSTEESNOW
RESIDENT WITHIN THIS STATE, TO GRANT, BARGAIN, SELL, CON-
VEY AND ASSUREA CERTAIN MESSUAGE AND LOT OF GROUNL) IN
THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, COMMONLY CALLED THE MASONS’
LODGE AND TO APPLY THE MONEYS ARISING FROM SUCH SALE TO
THE USES THEREIN MENTIONED.

(SectionI. P. L.) Whereasa numberof theinenibersof the
grandandfirst lodgesof FreeMasonsresidingwithin thecity
andneighborhoodof Philadelphia,did, by indenturedatedthe
first day of April in theyearof our Lord one thousandseven
hundredandfifty-four, purchaseupongroundrentfrom Thomas
Gordon and Mary his wife, a lot of groundsituate in Lodge
Alley in thesaid city, asin andbythesameindentureduly re-
cordedin the office for recording of deedsfor the city and
county of Philadelphiafully appears:

And -whereasthe said Membersof the saidLodgersentered
into a subscriptionof moneysto be addedto the stock of the
saidfirst Lodgeandtherewithto defraytheexpensesof erect-
ing a building thereon,which wasaccordinglydone, andthe
samehaseversincebeencalledandknownby thenameof the
FreeMason’sLodge:

And whereasby thesaid indenturetheestateof inheritance
in feesimpleof andin thesaidlot of groundwasvestedin Wil-
liam Plumstead,ThomasBond, Hugh Dairey,EdwardShippen,
SamuelMiftlin, John Swift, Daniel Roberdeau,JohnWallace
andWilliam Prankliu,Esquires,andtheirheirsasjoint tenants
to theirown useforever;andalthoughno otheruseor trust is
specifiedor declaredin the said deed,yet from theminutesof
thesaidfirst Lodgeit appearsthat thesamewasintendedfor
theaccommodationof thesaidLodgesattheirperiodicalmeet-
ings, and in all intermediatetimesto be rentedto anyprivate
assemblyor companyof peopleto meetin, andthat therents
andprofits arisingtherefromwereto beappliedin mannerfol-
liwing, viz., first to distributeandpay to theseveralsubscribers
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towardsthe erectingthesaidbuilding their severalproportions
of two-thirdsof the said rentsandprofits asthe sameshould
grow dueandbe received,andthe otherthird part of the said
rentsandprofits wereto beappliedto the useof the said first
Lodge, thosebeingthe just proportionswhich themoneyssub-
scribedboreto thestockof the saidfirst Lodge;andby thesaid
minutesit further appearsthat it was agreedby andbetween
all the saidsubscribers,that astheyor anyof themshouldde-
part thislife, or removeout of the thenprovincewith designto
settlein anotherplace,the sharesof thoseso dying or remov-
ing shoulddevolveon theremainingsubscribers,savingto them
andtheir heirs~executorsandadministratorsthe right of dis-
posingof their [said] sharesto anyof the membersof the said
first or grandLodge,if donewithin oneyearafter their deaths
or removalasaforesaid,but not otherwise:

And whereasfrom the lengthof time sinceelapsedaconsid-
erablenumberof the subscribersare dead,andthe survivors
by theirpetition to thisHousehaverepresentedthattheirnum-
beris sosmall that thesaidbuilding is no longernecessaryfor
their accommodationor for the purposesoriginally intended,
and they are desirousto sell the samebut doubtshadarisen
whether the surviving granteescould sell, conveyand assure
the same,dischargedfrom the saidparoletrustsor agreement
without the aid of theLegislature,whereforetheyprayedleave
to bring in abill to enablethe surviving trusteesnow resident
in thisstate,to sell thehouseandlot for thebenefit of the said
remainingowners)asto two-thirdsof theproducethereof,and
asto the remainingone-thirdthereof,to theuseof thesaidfirst
Lodge, to beappliedto suchcharitableuseasthey maythink
proper, andthis househaving thereuponorderedthat public
noticeshouldbe given for four weekssuccessivelyin thePenn-
sylvaniaJournalof thecity of Philadelphiaof suchtheir appli-
cation for the spaceof four weeks, which having beendone,
andthetime expiredwithout anyobjectionappearingthereto,
it is reasonableto granttheobjectof thesaidpetition:

Therefore,
[SectionI.] (SectionII. P.L.) Be it enactedandit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof the Freemenof the Oommon-
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wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet andby the
authority of the same,That it shall andmaybe lawful for the
honorableEdward Shippen,Esquire,andJohnSwift, Esquire,
theonly surviving granteesin the saidreciteddeedmentioned,
nowresidentin this State,andthe Survivor of themto expose
to saleby public auctionat suchtime andplaceasthey shall
think properandthenandthereto sell to thehighestbidder all
that the saidmessuageor building commonly calledthe Free
Masons’Lodgeandthelot of ground thereuntobelongingwith
the appurtenances,andupon receipt of the purchasemoney
bid for thesameor satisfactorysecuritytherefor,to make,exe-
cute and in dueform of law deliver and acknowledgeoneor
more deedor deedsof bargainandsale therefor to the pur-
chaseror purchasers,his, her or their heirs andassigns,to his,
her or their proper useandbehoof forever, chargedneverthe-
lesswith the paymentof thesaidrent-chargementionedandre-
servedin andby the saidrecitedindentureto the saidThomas
Gordonhis heirsandassignsforever,which saiddeedor deeds
soto bemadeandexecutedshallby forceandvirtueof this act
enureto vest in the purchaseror purchasers,his, her or their
heirs and assignsa good, sureand indefeasibleestateof in-
heritancein feesimple of andin the saidmessuageand lot of
groundwith the appurtenances,chargedneverthelesswith the
said rent payableto the heirs or assignsof the said Thomas
Gordon, but free, clear andfreely and clearly acquitted, ex-
oneratedand dischargedof and from all and all mannerof
trusts or agreementsraised, madeor intendedto havebeen
raised or madethereuponor thereout by or for the benefit of
the said original granteesin the said recited indenturemen-
tioned,andof the personswho subscribedmoneysfor thepur-
poseof erectingthe saidmessuageor their or anyof their heirs,
executors,administratorsor assigns,or of the membersof the
saidfirst or grandlodgesof FreeMasonsor their successors,
savingneverthelessto all otherpersonstheir rights, if anythey
have,of, in, to or out of thesame.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII. P L.) And be it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,Thatthe saidEdwardShippenand
John Swift, Esquires,their executorsor administratorsshail
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disposeof and apply the moneyswhich shall come to their
handsfrom thesaidsalein mannerfollowing, thatis tosay,one
equalthird part thereof to themembersof the saidfirst Lodge
of FreeMasonsin thestateof Pennsylvaniafor the useof the
saidLodge,to beby them distributedandappliedto suchchari-
tableusesasthey shallthink proper;andshalldistributeand
paytheremainingtwo-third partsthereofto andamongall and
everythe personswho originally subscribedmoneysfor erect-
ing the saidbuilding,who arenow living andresidentwithin
this state, and the executorsand administratorsof all such
original subscriberswho disposedof thesharesrespectivelybe-
longing to themto somememberor membersof thesaidfirst or
grandLodgeswithin oneyearafter thedeathor removalfrom
this stateof suchdeador removedsubscribersaccordingto the
trueintent of the said recitedminutesof the saidfirst Lodge
in just andratableproportionsto the severalandres~pective
sumsof moneysubscribedby themselvesor the personswhom
by suchassignmentasaforesaidtheyrepresent.

PassedSeptember6, 1785. Recorded I... B. No. 2, p. 55g.

CHAPTER MCLXXIV.

In original roll Chapter CCXXII.

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE ACT ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR ERECTING
AND OPENING A LOAN OFFICE FOR THE SUM OF FIFTY THOUSAND
POUNDS AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES THEREIN MENTIONED.” (1)

(SectionI. P.L.) Whereasby anactof the generalassembly
passedthe fourthdayof April in theyearof ourLord onethou-
sandsevenhundredand eighty-five the sum of fifty thousand
poundsin bills of credit was orderedto beemittedon loan by
the trusteestherein appointedin manneras directedby the
saidact.

And whereasby the saidactit wasprovidedthat if thesaid.
trusteesor any of them shouldneglector refuseto act astrus~
teesor shouldhappento die or be removed,someotherfit per-

iChapter 1159.


