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sioner so offending and beingthereof convictedin any court
of oyerandterminer to be holdenfor theproper countyshall
forfeit andpaythesumof five huxidredpoundsto the common-
wealth. Provided that no prosecutionfor any delinquencyor
offenseagainstthis act shall bebrought after twelve months
from andafterthe causethereofshallhavehappened.

PassedMarch 8, 1786. RecordedL. B. No. 3, p. 80.

CHAPTER MCCV

AN ACT TO ALTER AND AMEND AN ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT TO
REMEDY THE DEFECTS OF THE SEVERAL ACTS OF ASSEMBLY
HERETOFORE MADE FOR REGULATING THE ELECTIONS OF JUSTI-
CES OF THE PEACE THROUGHOUT THIS STATE AND TO ESTABLISH
A PERMANENT MODE OF HOLDING SUCH ELECTIONS; AND TO
AUTHORIZE THE JUSTICESOF THE PEACE OF THE. CITY OF PHILA-
DELPHIA TO HOLD THE COURTSOF RECORD OF THE SLID CITY,”
AND TO MAKE FURTHER PROVISIONFOR THE DUE ELECTION AND
RETURN OF JUSTICESOF THE PEACE ELECT.

(SectionI. P.L.) Whereastheactof Assemblyof this com-
monwealth,entitled “An actto remedythe defectsof the sev-
eralactsof assemblyheretoforemadefor regulatingthe elec-
tions of the justicesof the peacethroughoutthis state,andto
establisha permanentmodeof holding such election, andto
authorizethe justicesof the peaceof the city of Philadelphia
to hold the courts of record of the saidcity,”1 passedon the
thirty-first day of March, one thousandseven hundredand
eighty-four,requireth somealterations,amendmentsgnd new
provisionsin order to reg-ulatethe electionsof justicesof the
peaceelect, andthereturn of suchelections:

And whereasin andby the saidactthe presidentandcoun-
cil in caseof disputedelectionsunderthe sameactbeforethem
dependingconcerningany district for the purposesof thesaid
actnot morethan thirty miles from the seatof governmentor
placewherethepresidentandcouncilshallthenassemblewere
empoweredto authorizethreeof thejusticesof thepeaceof the

1Chapter 1093.
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proper county, dwelling near the place where such dispute
shouldariseto examineor two of the saidjusticesto examine
uponoathor affirmation accordingto law anypersonwho may
be namedto the presidentandcouncil aswell on the part of
the complainantsas on the adversepart andto takesuchex-
aminationin writing andto certify the sameundertheir hands
andseals[or underthe handsandseals] of any two of them
to the.presidentandcouncil:

And whereasthe presidentandcouncil may seecauseto ai-
rectandauthorizethe examinationof otherwitnesses(instead
of compelling their actual attendanceto testify in their
presence)concerningthe electionsa~oresaidto be takenin the
like mannerastheyareempoweredby theactaforesaidto au-
thorize the examinationof witnessesnamedby the complain-
antsorthe adversepart:

[Section I.] (Section II. P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet
andby the authorityof the same,Thatin everycaseof disputed
electionwhereinthe presidentor vice presidentandcouncil are
by the saidact empoweredto authorizethe examinationof a
distantwitnessor distantwitnessnamedto themby theparties
disputingthe sametheymayin like mannerattheir discretion,
authorizeanddirect theexaminationandcertifying to themof
the testimony of such other witnessor witnessesas they may
deemmaterial to the disputedependingbeforethem or which
may be producedas such,to thejusticeswho shallbeauthor-
ized to takeexaminationtouchingthe disputethendepending
which testimonyshall be admittedin casepreviousnotice of
thetaking of suchexaminationbegivento thepartiesasin and
by the sameact is directed,andthatthepresidentor vice presi-
dentand council shall deemit to beproperevidence.

(SectionIII. P.L.) And whereasno particularpenalty is by
theactaforesaidimposedon freeholders,who beingduly chosen
to actasassistantjudgesof the electionof justicesof thepeace
elect, shall refuseor neglectto takeupon themselvesthe same
office orhavingtakenuponthemselvesthesaidoffice, neglector
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refuseto performthe dutiesrequiredby the saidact, andit is
properthatsuchpenaltyshouldbedeclared:

And whereasno modeof supplyingthe delinquency,absence
or deathof suchfreeholdersis in andby theact aforesaid:Pro-
vided for remedywhereof:

[SectionII.] (Section IV. P. L.) Be it enactedby the au-
thority aforesaid,That if any freeholderwho shall be duly
chosento act as assistantjudge of any electionof justicesof
the peaceelect conformablyto the actaforesaid,shall refuse
or neglectto takeuponhim the sameoffice or havingtakenthe
sameoffice upon him shall refuseor neglectto performanyof
the dutiesthereof,that suchoffendershall forfeit andpayfive
poundsfor everysuchrefusalor neglect,andin caseof thead-
senceof anysuchassistantjudgeor judgesof electionfrom the
placeandat thetime appointedfor holding of anyelectionas
aforesaidon the preceptof the presidentor vice presidentin
council, the freeholders,who shall be assembledat such time
andplaceshallby amajority of voteschooseoneor morefree-
holder or freeholders qualified, according to law in the
room andstead of such absentjudge or judgesto assistin
the holding of such election,who shall perform the duties of
assistantjudgeor judgesrequiredby thisactandtheactafore-
saidon painof forfeiting five poundsasaforesaidandthe doings
of the freeholderandfreeholdersso chosenin the room and
steadof the personor personsso absentas aforesaidshallbe
deemedsnificient and available to all intents and purposes
asif theywere doneby the freeholderor freeholcierswho was
or werefirst chosento the said office.

(SectionV. P. L) And whereaaimpositionsand other in-
convenienceshave taken place from the inaccurateform in
which thejusticesof thepeacehaveissuedtheir preceptto the
constableor constablesof the district whereinvacanciesin the
office of justice of the peacehavehappenedor havebeensup-
posedto happen.

(SectionVI. P. L.) And whereasthereturnsof the elections,
which havebeenholdenin pursuanceof suchpreceptsareoften
defectiveandthesameoughtto bemadein so specialamanner
that the presidentor vice presidentin council may determine
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upon the face thereof wheneverit will be proper to summon
witnessesor to authorizethetaking of theexaminationof wit-
nessestouchingthe same.

[SectionIII.] (SectionVII. P.L.) Be it thereforeenactedby
the authority aforesaid;That in every preceptto be issuedby
anyjusticeof thepeacefor theholding of an electionof justices
of the peaceelect in pursuanceof the act aforesaidor of this
act, the justice issuing the same shall therein set forth the
names,surnamesandadditionsof two at leastof thefreeholders
who shallhaveappliedto him for the same,andshallin such
preceptspecifytheward, aistrict, town, township or the town-
shipsincludedwithin thedistrict whereinthe electionis to be
hoiclen, andalsoshall thereinspecifythe nameof thelast jus-
ticewhowascommissionedfor the samedistrict,andthe cause
how the vacancyhappened,whetherthe same’ shall be by his
death, removal of abode, removal from office, resignationor
otherwise,anduponevery return of any such precept,andof
what hath beendone in pursuancethereOf the constablesor
constablesof the proper district and the assistantjudgesof
the election shall specify the numberof votes given for each
candidateandthe nameof the ward, district, town, township
or of the townshipswhereof suchdistrict consisteth,andthat
no other is or are comprehendedwithin suchdistrict, andthe
clerk of the peaceof the propercounty,to whom the samere-
turn shall be deliveredas directedby the act aforesaid,shall
upon transmittingthe sameto the office of the secretaryof the
supremeexecutivecouncil certify what townships,if morethan
oneshall be included within the district~to which the said re-
turn shall relateandwhetherthe samedistrict bevacant.

(SectionVIII. P. L.) And whereasdoubtshavearisencon-
cerningthe numberof justicesto which boroughs’andcounty
.~ndother towns are entitled:

Wherefore:
[SectionIV.] Be it enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,That

the justicesof thepeaceof the countyandno more shallbeal-
lowed to the boroughof Lancasterupon the election of the
freeholdersof the sameborough,andthat two justicesof the
peaceof the propercountyandno morebeallowedto~thebor-
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oughs of Bristol, ReadingandCarlisle, andto the towns of
Chester,York, Easton,Bedford, Sunbury and Chambersburg
upon the electionof the freeholdersof the sameboroughsand
townsrespectively,andthat everyothercountytown within this
stateshallbeentitled in like mannerto thetwo justicesof ‘the
peaceupon the election of the freeholdersof the samerespec-
tively or of the district whereinsuchtown is situate,assoon
asthe presidentor vicepresidentin council shall think proper
to grant the same,-andthe freeholdersof the severaldistricts
aforesaidshallasin othercaseselectandreturnadoublenum-
ber of justicesof the peaceelectaccordingly.

(Section IX. P. L) Provided,That nothing herein before
containedshallbeconstruedto affect anycommissionthat may
bathbeenlegallyissuedor anyelectionof justiceselectlegally
holdento fill anyvacancywhichhashappenedbeforethepubli-
cation of this act.

(SectionX. P. L.) Andwhereasit hathhappenedthat upon
the setting off anddeclaringof a new county oneor more dis-
tricts for the electingof justicesof thepe’aceelect,hathor have
beendivided,andpartsthereoffallen iuto the new county,and
other parts thereof have remainedin the other county and’
it is proper that provision be madefor the erectingin such
casesthe samepartsof districtsinto new districtsfor the pur-
posesaforesaidor for annexingthe samepartsof districtsto
other districts of the like nature.

[SectionV.] (SectionXI. P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,That thepresidentor vicepresidentand
council shallbeandtheyherebyareempoweredandauthorized
in everysuchcaseasaforesaid,which hath.happenedor which
shallhappenhereafterto erectthepartsof districtsfor thepur-
pose of electing justicesof the peaceelect herein before de-
scribedinto~new di~trict~of the like nature or to annexthe
samepartsor divisions of districts to the adjoiningdistrict or
districtswithin the propercountyastheyshall seemeet.

(SectionXII. P. L.) And wherea~in andby the act afore-
said the presidentor vice presidentand council are enabled
upon the certificateof the court of quartersessionsof any of
thewesternor northernfrontier countiesor of the counties’of
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Lancaster,Oumberlandor Berksthat it is becomeproper and
will beuseful that other andnew districts for the purposesof
the said actsto makeordersfor suchnew andadditional dis-
tricts aforesaidto be formed.

And whereasfro.m the unequaland improper distribution
anddivision that hathheretoforebeenmadeof the countyof
Chesterandof other countiesin this’ stateinto districtsfor the
purposesaforesaid,it is reasonableand it will be useful if
the presidentor vice presidentand council were enabledto
orderanddirect new andmoreequalandproperdivision of the
countiesgenerallyinto suchdistricts asaforesaid.

[SectionVI.] (SectionXIII. P. L.) Be it thereforeenacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,That thepresidentor vicepresident
in council be andthey are herebyenabledat their discretion•
to order and direct that a new andequaldistribution of the
townshipswithin any countyof this stateinto districtsfor the
purposeof choosingjusticesof thepeaceelectbe made,andto
establishthe samein like mannerandupon like certificatesas
they areby the actaforesaidenabledwithin the countiesfirst
above enumerated,to make orders for erecting new and ad-
ditional districtsfor thepurposesaforesaid.

(SectionXIV. P. L.) Provided,That the authority hereby
given shallnot extendto the city of Philadelphia,the boroughs
of Lancaster,Bristol, Readingnor Carlisle, nor the towns of
Chester,York, Eastonor any other county town, nor to the
townshipsof the NorthernLiberties of the city of Philadelphia,
nor to thedistrict of Southwarkin the county of Philadelphia.

(SectionXV. P. L.) Andwhereasvariousopinionsandprac-
ticeshaveprevailedin thedifferentpartsof this stateconcern-
ing thepersonswho arefreeholdersof thedistrict to whomthe
right of electingjusticesof the peaceelectunderthe thirtieth
sectionof theframe of governmentbelongeth,andit is proper
that the sameshouldbe settledanddeclaredi~orderthat one
uniform courseat such elections may hereaftertake place
throughoutthis commonwealth.

[SectionVII.] (SectionXVI. P.L.) Beit thereforedeclared
by the authority aforesaid,That the male inhabitantsof this
stateduly qualified to vote for representativesin the general
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assemblyby whom the landswithin any district for the pur-
posesof theactaforesaidandof this actrespectivelyareholden
andwho areseizedof the sameland for life or havea.greater
estatetherein in whatever place within this commonwealth
such personsdo severally dwell and none other personsare
electorsof the samejusticeswithin the’ saiddistrict, andthat
all such electionswithin thi~commonwealthshall be holden
andmadeaccordingly.

[SectionVIII.] (SectionXVII.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thateverypersonwho shallbesum-
moneda.sa-witnessto testifyconcerninganyelectionof justices
of the peaceelectwhich shallbe controvertedbeforethepresi-
dentor vice presidentin council andwho attendaccordingly
shallbe allowedlike wagesasareallowedby law in the courts
of quartersessionsof the peace,andlike feesandmileageshall
beallowedfor servingof summonsesorattachmentswhichmay
be issuedunderthe act aforesaid,andthis act asareusual in
the samecourts,andthe justiceswho shall takethe examina-
tions of witnesses,andshall certify andtransmit the sameto
the secretaryof the supremeexecutivecouncil shallbe allowed
two shillings for eachexaminationso takenand certified, all
which wagesandother allowancesshall be adjustedby the
presidentor vice presidentin council andupon their orderor
orderspaidto the overseersof thepoor of thedistrict or if there
be morethan one township within the sameby the overseers
of the poor of the severaltownshipstherein in dueproportion
to the respectiveability of the sametownshipsto be adjusted
by the presidento~vice presidentin council, but if the disputed
electionrelate to any of thewardsin the city of Philadelphia,
thenthe s’aid wagesandallowancesshall bepaidby thewar-
densof the city~

(Section XVIII. P. L.) Provided nevertheless,That if the
difficulties or doubtswhichshallariseconcerninganysuchelec-
tion shall proceedfrom the illegal practice or fraud of the
judgesof the saidelectionor anyof themandthe presidentor
vice presidentand council shall so adjudge,that in such case,
the personsentitled to the said feesandother allowancesre
spectively(if the samebenotlodgedwith their secretarywithin
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twenty-fourhours) shall haveremedyfor the samewith costs
in a summaryway againstsuchjudge or judgesof electionas
small debtsarerecoverablebeforeany justtceof the peaceof
the county wheresuchjudgeor judgesshallbe found andthe
presidentor vice presidentin council shall ascertainthe pro-
portion ‘of such fees and other allowancesto be borne and
defrayedby eachoffender.

SectionIX. (SectionXIX. P. L) And beit further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,That all forfeituresby virtue of the
act aforesaidor of this act, shall be recoveredone-halfto the
useof the prosecutor,andthe otherhalf to theuseof the com-
monwealthin thepropercountyby indictment,unlessthesame
beaspecifiedsumof moneynot exceedingtenpounds,in which
casethe sameshallbe recoveredin a summarywas asdebts
anddemandsnot exceedingten poundsareor shallberecovera-
ble, and every prosecutionfor the same shall be commenced
within sixmonthsafterthe offenseshallhavebeencommitted
andno’t afterwards.

PassedMarch 4, 1786. RecordedL.. B. No. 3, p. 81.
See the Act of Assembly‘passed February 27, 1788’. Chapter

1329.

CHAPTERMCCVI.

AN ACT FOR SECURING TO THIS COMMONWEALTH THE FIDELITY AND
ALLEGIANCE OF THE INHABITANTS THEREOFAND FORADMITTING
CERTAIN PERSONSTO THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP.

(SectionI. P. L.) Whereasduring the continuanceof the
war lately wagedby his Britannic Majesty againstthe United
Statesof America, the legislatureof Pennsylvaniafor thebet-
ter securingthe liberty and independencethereof wisely en-
acted divers laws requiring certain tests of allegianceand
fidelity from thecitizensof saidcommonwealth.

And whereasmany of the inhabitantsof the saidcommon-
wealthhaveomittedor neglectedto takeandsubscibetheoaths
or affirmationsby the said laws required in the mannerand


