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moneyshallbereceivedbythetrusteesanddisposedof by them
in themannerhereinbeforedirected.

PassedSeptember11, 1786. RecordedL. B. No. 3, p. 134, etc.

OHAPTERMOOXXXIX.

AN ACT FOR CONFIRMING- AND AMENDING THE CHARTER OP THE
GERMAN REFORMED CONGREGATION IN THE BOROUGH OF L~ANCAS-
TER IN THE COUNTY OF LANCASTER IN THE STATE OF PENNSYL-
VANIA.

(SectionI. P. L.) Whereasthemembersof the corporation
calledand knownby thenameof “The Minister, Trustees,El-
dersandDeaconsof theGermanReformedcongregationin the
boroughof Lancaster,in thecounty of Lancaster,in the prov-
inceof Pennsylvania,”by theirpetitionhaveshownthaton the
sixteenthdayof Februaryin theyearof ourLord onethousand
sevenhundredand seventy-oneby thecharterof thethenpro-
prietariesThomasPennand RichardPenn,esquires,theywere
incorporatedby thename,styleandtitle aforesaid:

And whereasthe said congregationhave not actedor pro-
ceededunder the said charter, and as doubts have arisen
whetherthe said charteris now becomeforfeit by reasonof
non-user.

[Section I.] (SectionII. P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof the Freemenof
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet
andby theauthorityof thesame,Thatthesaid corporationbe
confirmed and establishedas a body corporateand politic in
law andin fact to havecontinuancefor everbythename,style
andtitle of “The Minister,Trustees,Eldersand Deaconsof the
GermanReformedCongregationin the Boroughof Lancaster,
in theCounty of Lancaster,in thestateof Pennsylvania,”and
thesaidcorporationis herebyvested,confirmedandestablished
in all andsingu1a~rtheestates,rights, privilegesandimmuni-
tieswhichto themin andby thesaid charterweregrantedand
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givenor in consequencethereofto themof right belongandap.
pertainor ought so to do.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII. P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,Thatsuchandsomanyof thefunda-
mentalarticresof thesaidcongregationmentionedandreferred
to in thesaid charteras arenot alteredor repealedin andb~
this act and are not repugnantto the laws of this common-
wealthshallbe,remainandcontinueforevervalid andeffectual.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV. P.L.) And beit furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the proviso or clausein the
said charterwhich requiresthat the by-laws, rules and ordi-
nancesof thesaidcorporationbe not repugnantto the laws of
GreatBritain or thelawsthenin forcein the provinceof Penn-
sylvania, be and the sameis herebyrepealed,annulledand
madevoid.

[SectionIV.] (SectionV. P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,That the ReverendWilliam Hendel,
the presentminister,PeterHoofuagle,NicholasJobandChris-
topher Crawford the pre~enttrustees,Jacob Weaver, Peter
Beier, Conrad Haas,JohnHatz, BarnardWolff and Andrew
]3ausman,the present elders, Andrew Bachenstofe,Caspar
Fordney,JohnGetz,JacobKoeler, Andrew TeyerandMichael
Grubb, the presentdeaconsand their successorsduly elected
and appointedin suchmannerand form ashereinafteris di-
rectedandrequired,be-andthey are herebyconfirmed,consti-
tuted and appointedto be and foreverremainthe membersof
the saidcorporation.

[SectionV.] (Section VI. P. L.) And be it further e~acted
by the authority aforesaid,That the saidcorporationshall at
all timeshereafterconsistof theministerof thesaidcongrega-
tion duly chosenfrom timeto time,threetrustees,sixeldersand
six deacons,andthat the abovementionedtrustees,eldersand
deaconsrespectivelyshallbeandcontinuemembersof thesaid
corporationuntil theybe removedin mannerfollowing, that,is
to say,one-thirdpartin numberof thetrustees,eldersanddea-
cons [aforesaid] bei,~igthethird part fir~thereinnamedshall
ceasean~i~discontinueandtheir appointmentdetermineon the
first Monday in January,which will bein the yearof our Lord

18—xII



274 T,he Statutesat Large of Pennsylvania. [1786

onethousandsevenhundredandeighty-seven,uponwhich day
a new electionshallbehad andheldof somanyothersin their
placeandsteadby a majority of themembersof thecorporation
and congregationmet and qualified to vote and elect accord-
ing to the trueintent and meaningof this act, and that such
electionshallbe heldin suchmannerandat suchplaceasthe
said corporationand their successorsshall from time to time
direct, andon the first Mondayin Januarywhich will be in the
yearof our Lord onethousandsevenhundredandeighty-eight,
the secondthird part in numberof the trustees,elders and
deaconshereinmentionedshall in like mannerceaseanddis-
continueandtheir appointmentdetermineanda new election
shallbehadandheldin like mannerof anequalnumberin their
placeandstead,andon the first Mondayin Januarywhichwill
be in the year of our Lord one thousandsevenhundred and
eighty-nine,thelastthird part in numberof the saidtrustees,
elders and deaconsherein mentionedshall ceaseand discon-
tinue andtheirappointmentdetermineanda newelectionshall
be had and held in like mannerof an equalnumberin their
placeandstead,andthat in the samemanner,andby thelike
mode of rotation one-thirdpart in number of the trustees,
eldersand deaconsshall ceaseanddiscontinue,and their ap~
pointmentdetermineand a new electionof the saidthird part
be had and held in manneraforesaidon the first Mondayin
Januaryin everyyearforever,so thatno personor personsshall
continueto be a trustee,elder or deaconfor any longer time
thanthreeyearswithout beingre-elected,but that the electors
qualified to voteas aforesaidshallandmaybeat liberty to re-
electthe sametrustees,eldersanddeaconsor any oneor more
of them whosetimesshall expireon the dayof the saidannual
electionwheneverandsooften asthey shall think fit.

(SectionVII. P. L.) Provided always nevertheless,[Phat]
wheneverany circumstanceor concurrenceof circumstances
shall happento preventthe holding an electionat the periods
aforementionedfor trustees,eldersanddeaconsin steadand
place of those whose appointmentshall have ceasedand de-
terminedanelectionshallbeheldas soonas convenientlycan
be donein themannerbeforedirectedandthat the remaining
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membersof thesaid corpor~Ltionhavepowerto call a meeting
of theelectorsof thesaid congregationfor suchpurposes.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVIII. P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That wheneveranyvacancyshall
happenby death,refusalto serveor removal from office of any
oneor moreof thetrustees,eldersanddeacons,the saidcorpo-
ration shallhavefull power at their discretionto appoint the
time andplace for electingothersin their stead,andthat the
personor personsso elected,shallbe, remain andcontinuein
ofilce so long asthe personor personsin whoseplace or stead
he or they shallhavebeensoelected,wouldor might havecon-
tinued,but beforeanyof the aforesaidelectionsbeheldpublic
notice shall be given to the congregationthe precedingSun-
day after divine service, and before the congregationis dis-
missedor in any other convenientmannerasthe saidcorpora-
tion andtheir successorsshall think fit.

PassedSeptember11, 1786. RecordedL. B. No. 3, p. 153, etc.

CHAPTERMCCXL.

AN ACT FOR INCORPORATING THE PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATION
OF BENSALEM IN THE COUNTY OF BUCKS.

(Section I. P. L.) Whereasthe Presbyteriancongregation
of Bensalemin the countyof Bucks, have by their petition
prayedthat their saidcongregationmay be incorporatedand
by law enabledasa body corporateandpolitic to receiveand
hold all suchcharitabledonationsand bequestsas havebeen
madeor from time to time may be madeto their societyand
vestedwith suchpowersandprivilegesasare enjoyedby other
religioussocietiesin this stateincorporated:

And whereasit is just and right andalso agreeableto the
true spirit of the constitutionthat the prayerof the saidpeti-
tion be granted:

[SectionI.] (SectionII. P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof


