
308 The statutesat Large of Penn8ylvania. [1786

consistentwith the agreementhereinbeforerecitedmade be-
tweenthe statesof Pennsylvaniaand~ew Jerseyshall be full
and completeandall writs andwarrantsandprocessduly is-
suedwithin the saidcountiesrespectivelyshall haveforceand
operationandmaybe executedwithin the river, islandanddry
land aspartsof the samecountiesby the proper sheriffsand
other officersof the samecounties. And if any difficulty arise
concerningthetownshipsto which thesaidislandsor otherdry
land within the said river belongsthe sameshall be adjusted
by the justices of the peace of the proper county at their
generalquartersessionsandtheyshall determinethe sameso
that no islandin the saidriver be divided betweentwo town-
shipsor precinctsbut the sameshallbe annexedto the town-
ship whichwould, by dividing thesamebeentitledto themajor
part of suchisland.

[Section IV.] (SectionVIII. P.L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authority [aforesaid,]That thepresidentin coun-
cil shalldirect therespectivecommissionersof theseveralcoun-
ties aforesaidto havethe lines aforesaidacrossthe Delaware
ascertainedandfixed by lasting markson the shore of the
Delawareriver at thechargeof the adjoiningcounties.

Passed25th September,1786. RecordedL. B. No. 8, p. 180, etc.

CHAPTER MCCXLVI.

AN ACT FOR THE MORE SPEEDY AND EFFECTUAL ADMINISTRATION
OF JUSTICE.

(Section I. P.L.) Whereasthe practiceof commencingall
civil suits and actions in the county court of common pleas
hathbeenfoundproductive of great delayand expensein the
administrationof justiceespeciallywithin the city andcounty
of Philadelphia,whereinthe numberof suitshas of late years
[greatly] increased:

For remedywhereof:
[SectionI.] (SectionII. P.L.) Be it enactedandit is hereby

enactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof the Corn-
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monwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssembly met andby
the authorityof the same,That from andafter the first dayof
Januarywhich shall be in the yearof our Lord one thousand
seven hundred and eighty-seventhe supremecourt shall be
holdenat Philadelphiafour timesin everyyear, that is to say
on the secondday of January,April, July, and.on the twenty-
fourth day of September,unlessany of the said days should
happento be on tile Lord’s day commonly called Sundayin
which casethe saidcourt shallbeholdenon the dayfollowing.

[Section II.] (Section III. P.L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That noneof the said termsshall
continuelonger thanfourteendaysfrom thebeginningthereof
exceptthe term of Januarywhich shall continuefor the space
of twenty-onedaysif necessaryandno long~r.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV. P.L.) And be it further enacted
by th~authority aforesaid,That the justices of the supreme
court shall have original jurisdiction and cognizanceof all
mannerof suits,causesandactionswithin the city andcounty
of Philadelphiaand shall havefull power to issueunderthe
sealof thesaidcourtwrits of capiasad respondenduin,writs of
summons,scire facias, attachment,partition, dower and all
otherworks andprocessin andupon the saidsuits, pleasand
actions,directedto the sheriff (or coronerasthe casemayre-
quire) of the said countyandreturnablebefore the said jus-
tices on the first day of the next term.

(SectionV. P.L.) Providedalways, That no suit or action
shall be commencedin the saidsupremecourt for any debtor
causewhich arosebefore the passingof this act exceptsuits
of the commonwealthandsuch wherein the title of land or
other real estatemay comein question, and if any plaintiff
shall bring or commenceany suit or aetionin the saidcourt
andshall not recoverthereuponmorethan fifty poundssuch
plaintiff shallnot beallowedai~ycostsof suit.

[SectionIV.] (SectionVI. P.L.) And be it herebydeclared
an~1enacted,That thejusticesof the said supremecourthave
full powerandauthorityandtheyareherebydirectedto make
andestablishsuchrules for regulatingthe practiceof the said
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court, and expeditingthe determinationof suits asthey in
their discretionshall judgenecessary.

[SectionV.] (SectionVII. P.L.) And beit furtherenactedby
the authority aforesaid,That from andafterthesaidfirst day
of Januarynext,no plea,suitor actionbroughtafterthepass-
ing of this act and dependingin the countycourt of common
pleasin i~hecountyof Philadelphias’hall be removedinto the
saidsupremecourtby anywrit of certiorariissuedon thepart
of any plaintiff in the said court of common pleasnor shall
any suchaction or pleabe removedasaforesaidby any writ
of habeascorpusor certiorariafter the sameshall havebeen
at issuetwo termsor more. And in caseanysuchwrit shall
bepresentedby anyplaintiff in thesaid courtof commonpleas
to the justicesthereofafter the day aforesaidor shall be so
presentedby and defendantafterthecausehathbeenat issue
two termsor morethe said justicesshallneverthelessp~oceed
to hear and determinethe said plea or action beforethem
depending.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVIII. P.L.) And belt furtherenacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thatthe prothonotaryof thesaid
supremecourt and suchotherdiscreetpersonsasthe justices
of thesamecourt shall from timeto -time nominateandappoint
shall be within the countieswhere they respectivelyreside
commissionersof bail and they areherebyseverally empow-
eredto takeand receiverecognizancesof bail in any suit or
action in the samecourt dependingin the samemannerand
form asthejudgesof the said court mayor do taketheSame
andfor the samefeeasformerlyallowedby law.

[SectionVII.] (SectionIX. P.L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,That the prothonotaryof the said
supremecourt shall pay into the handsof the treasurerof
the stalefor the supportof the governmentthe sum of seven
shillings and six pencefor everywrit of capiasad respondeil
dum, summonsor otherwrit, wherebyanysuit or actionshall
be commencedin the said court by virtue of this act.

(SectionX. P.L.) And whereasthedifficulty andimportance
of the questionthat frequentlyarisein thesaid court of com-
mon pleasfor the county of Philadelphiarenderit necessarY
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that a personof legal knowledgeandability should constantly.
presidein thesaid court:

(SectionXI. P.L.) And whereasthe principles of justice
andthedirectionsof theconstitutionrequirethat a compensa-
tion be provided in some measureadequateto the services
which shallbe renderedto thepublic by the saidpresident:

[SectionVIII.] (SectionXII. P.L.) Be it thereforeenacted
by -the authority aforesaid,That from and after the passage
of this actthereshallbe paidfor~everywrit issuedout of the
said court, (writs of subpoena,venirefacias,and writs at the
suit of the commonwealthexcepted)by the personsuing out
the same,the sum of one shilling over and besidesthe usual
and customaryfeesand that from andafter the first day of
Januaryaforesaidthe like sum shall be paid by the plaintiff
for every rule of referencewhich shallbe madeand entered
into in any action in the same’court depending,which sums
shall be receivedby the prothonotaryand by him accounted
for andpaidquarterlyto thepresidentof thesaid court.

Passed25th September,1786. RecordedL. B. No. 3, p. 132, etc.

• CHAPTERMCCXLVII.

AN ACT TO EMPOWER THE SHERIFF OF THE COUNTY OF CHESTER
TO REMOVE THE PRISONERSFROM THE OLD GOAL IN THE TOWN
OF CHESTER TO THE NEW GAOL IN GOSHEN TOWNSHIP IN SAID
COUNTY AND TO INDEMNIFY HIM FORTHE. SAME.

(SectionI. P.L.) Whereasit wasin a~ndby anact of assembly
entitled, “An act to enable William Olingan, ThomasBull,
John Kinkead, Roger Kirk, John Sellers, John Wilson and
JosephDavis, to build a new court houseand prison in the
countyof Chesterand to sell the old court houseand prison
in thetown of Chester,”1passedon thetwentiethdayof March
in the year of our Lord one thousandseven hundred and
eighty, enactedand providedthat when thenew courthouse

iChapter9~1.


