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CHAPTER MOOLIX.

AN ACT FOR GIVING DURING A LIMITED TIME A RIGHT OF PRE-
EMPTIAN TO THE ACTUAL SETTLERS WITHIN THAT PART OF THIS
STATE WHICH IS WITHIN THE TERRITORY PURCHASED [BY THE
KING OF GREAT BRITAIN] OF OR FROM THE INDIANS AT FORT
STANWIX IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUN-
DRED AND SIXTY-EIGHT.

(SectionI. P. L.) Whereasby the act of generalassemblyof
this commonwealthpassedon the first dayof April in the year
of our Lord onethousandsevenhundredand eighty-four, en-
titled “An act for openingthe land office for granting anddis-
posing of the unappropriatedlands within this state,1no re-
servationwasmadeor right of pre-emptiongiven to settlerson
the lands purchasedof the Indians at a treaty held at Fort
Stanwix in the year of our Lord one thousandsevenhundred
andsixty-eight,but in wasleft in thepowerof all personswhat-
everto makeapplicationandtakeout warrantsfor thoselands:

Andwhereasmany of thesettlerson the saidlandshavebeen
driven from their habitationsin the courseof the war or have
remainedthereinandduring the saidtime with muchsuffering
[and] at greatriskshaveformedabarrierto the country:

Andwhereasby reasonof thewar andothercausesit is diffi-
cult for suchsettlersto pay the purchasemoney andtakeout
warrantsfor the said landsimmediatelyit is thereforejustand
reasonablethat a right of pre-emptionfor a limited time be
given to them, andthat theymay take out warrantsfor the
landswhichtheyhavepossessedandimprovedat sogreatperil.

[SectionI.] (SectionII. P. 14 Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
the Oommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet
andby the authority of the same,That no warran~tshall Issue
from the landoffice of thisstatefor anytract of land on which
a settlementis madeunlessto suchpersonor personsrespec-
tively who havemadethe settlementor their legal representa-
tivesuntil thetenth day of April, which shallbe in the yearof
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our Lord one thousandsevenhundredand eighty-eight,andif
any suchwarrant shall issueotherwisethanaforesaid,it shall
be deemedto haveissuedby surprise,andshallbe of no avail
in law.

(SectionIII. P. L.) Providedalways,That by a settlement
shallbeunderstoodanactualpersonalresidentsettlementwith
a manifestintention of making it a place of abode,and the
meansof supportinga family andcontinuedfrom timeto time
unlessInterruptedby the enemyor by going into the military
serviceof this countryduringthewar.

[SectionII.] (SectionIV. P. L.) Providedalways,Thatthis
actshall extendonly to thatpart of this statewhich is within
the territory purchasedof or from the Indiansby the King of
GreatBritain atFort Stanwix,in theyearof ourLord onethou-
sandsevenhundredandsixty-eight, andthat no suchsettler
shall or may havethe pre-emptionof [any] tract exceeding
four hundredacresby reasonof any suchsettlement.

PassedDecember30, 1786. RecordedL. 13. No. 3, p. 164, etc.
See the Act of Assembly passedMarch 29, 1788, Chapter 1348;
March 21, 1789, Chapter1402; March 29, 1790, Chapter1502.

CHAPTER MCCLX.

AN ACT APPOINTINGDEPUTIES TO THE CONVENTION INTENDED TO
BE HELD IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA FOR THE PURPOSEOF
REVISING THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION.

(SectionI. P.L.) Whereasthe generalassemblyof this com-
monwealth,taking into their seriousconsiderationthe repr&
~entatjons heretoforemadeto the legislaturesof the several
statesin theUnion, by theUnitedStatesin congres~assembled,
andalsoweighingthedifficulties underwhich the confederated
statesnow labor,arefully convictedof the necessityof revising
the federalconstitutionfor the purposeof making suchaltera-
tions andamendmentsasthe exigenciesof our public affairs r&
quire:


