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CHAPTERI~fOOLXXXIX~

AN ACT FOR INCORPORATING THE PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATION
OF NEW LONDON IN THE COUNTY OF CHESTER,

(SectionI. P.L.) WhereasthePresbyteriancongregationof
New London in the county of Chesterhave by their petition
prayedthat their said congregationmay be incorporatedand
by law enabledas a body corporateandpolitic to receiveand
hold suchcharitabledonationsandbequestsasmayfrom time
to time bemadeto their society,andvestedwith suchpowers
andprivileges as areenjoyedby other religious societieswho
areincorporatedin this state:

Andwhereasit is justandrightandalsoagreeableto thetrue
spirit of the constitutionthat the prayerof the saidpetitionbe
granted.

[Section I.] (SectionII. P.L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssembly met
andby the authority of the same,That RobertFinney, Senior,
Elijah McGlenaclien,AndrewBoyd,DavidMackey,Esquire,Wil-
liam Sherer,AlexanderMorrison, Alexander Fulton, Joseph
Strawbridgeand John McDowell and their successorsduly
electedandappointedin suchmannerashereinafteris directed
beandtheyareherebymadeandconstituteda corporationand
body politic in law andin fact to havecontinuanceforeverby
the name,style and title of the “Trusteesof thePresbyterian
Congregationof New Londonin the countyof Chester.”

[SectionII.] (SectionIII. P.L.) And be it further enactedby
theauthorityaforesaid,That thesaidcorporationandtheir suc-
cessorsshall forever hereafterbe personsable andcapablein
law aswell to take,receiveandhold all andall mannerof lands,
tenements,rents,annuities,liberties,franchisesandotherhen-
ditamentswhich at any time heretoforehave beengranted,
bargained,sold, enfeoffed,released,devisedor otherwisecon-
veyedto the aforesaidPresbyterianCongregationof New Lon-
don or to anyother personor personsto their useor in trust
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for them, and thesamelands,tenments,rents, annuities,lib-
erties, franchisesand otherhereditamentsareherebyvested
and establishedin the said corparationand theh successors
forever accordingto their original useand intentionand the
said corporationandtheir successorsareherebydeclaredto be
seizedandpossessedof suchestateand estatesthereinasin and
by therespectivegrants,bargains,sales,enfeoffments,relee~.es.
devisesorotherconveyancesthereofis or aredeclared,limited
or expressed,asalso that the said corporationand their suc-
cessorsat all timeshereaftershallbeableand capableto pur-
•chase,have,hold, receiveand enjoy in fee simple or of any
other less estateor estatesany lands, tenements,rents,an-
nuities, liberties~franchisesand other hereditamentsby the
gift, bargain,sale, alienation, enfeoffment,release,confirma-
tion or deviseof anypersonor persons,bodiespolitic or corpo-
ratecapableand ableto makethesame,and furtherthat the
said corporationmay take and receive any sum or sumsof
moneyor anyportion of goodsandchattelsthatshallbe given
to themby anypersonor persons,bodiespolitic andcorporate
capableof makingsuchgift orbequest,suchmoi~ey,goodsand
chattelsto be laid out anddisposedof for theuseandbenefit
of the aforesaidcongregationagreeableto theintentiondf the
donors.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L,) And beit furtherenacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thattherents,profits andinterests
of thesaidrealandpersonalestateof theaforesaidcorporation
andcongregationshallby thesaidtrusteesandtheir succeSSo~S
from timeto timebeappliedandlaid out bythem for themain-
tenanceandsupportof the gospelministry in thesaid congre-
gation for repairingand maintainingtheir houseof public wor-
ship, lotsof land,burial groundandsuchotherpiousandchari-
tableusesasshallbe thoughtproperby a majority of thecon-
gregationat largecalled togetheron due notice to give their
free vote in suchcase.

[SectionIV.] (SectionV. P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,Thatwhenand as often asit may
becomenecessaryto rebuild, enlargeor otherwise alter the
houseof public worshipbelongingto the aforesaidcongrega
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tion andcorporationor to erectanynew buildingsorto make
anynew purchasesfor the useof said congregation,thenand
in suchcaseit maybe lawful for the aforesaidtrusteesand
theirsuccessorsto makesaleor otherwi~èdisposeof suchpart
orparcelof thesaidestate,realorpersonalasamajority of the
regularmembersof saidcongregationshallbytheirvotedirect
themoneyarisingfrom suchsaleordisposalto be laid out and
appliedagreeableto thevoteof theaforesaidmajority.

[SectionV.] (SectionVI. P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaidtrusteesandtheirsuc-
cessorsshallnotby deedor any otherwise,grant,alien, convey
orotherwisedisposeof anypartor parcelof theestate,realor
personalin-thesaidcorporationvestedorto be hereaftervested
or changeorencumberthe sameto anypersonorpersonswhat-
soeverexceptin themannerand for thepurposeshereinbefore
mentioned.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVII. P.L.) And beit furtherenacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaidtrusteesandtheirsuc-
cessorsor a majority of them may from time to time meetas
often astheymay think necessaryfor the benefit of the said
corporation,either on their own adjournmentsor on public
noticefrom thepulpit theprecedingSabbathimmediatelyafter
divine serviceand beforethe congregationis dismissedor on
regularnoticein writing left at thehouseof eachtrustee,and
that the trusteesbeingso met be authorizedand empowered
andthey areherebyauthorizedandempoweredto electandap-
point from amongthemselvesapresidentandalsoto electfrom
among themselvesand other membersof said congregation
a treasurer and secretary and to remove, change and
continueall or either of themat pleasureasshall seemto be
mostfor the benefit of said congregation. Providedneverthe-
less,Thatthe meetingor mee~ingsof said corporationbe not
called without the concurrenqeof two or moretrusteesor- of
threeor more respectablemembersof said congregationwith
the presidentor without the particularbusinessor reasonsof
the meetingbeing~pecifiedwith thenotification.

[SectionVII.] (SectionVIII. P. L) And be it further en-
actedby the authority aforesaid,Thatthe said trusteesor a
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majority of them met asis hereinbeforedirectedshall be au-
thorized and empowered-and they areherebyauthorizedand
empoweredto makerules andby-lawsand ordinancesand to
do everythingneedfulfor the governmentand supportof the
secularaffairs of said congregation. Provided,That thesaid
by-laws,rules andordinancesoranyof thembenot repugnant
to the lawsof this commonwealth;andthatall their laws and
proceedingsbefairly andregularlyenteredin a book keptfor
that purpose.

[SectionVIII.] (SectionIX. P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaidcorporationand
their successorsshall havefull powerand authorityto make,
haveanduseonecommonsealwith suchdeviceandinscription
astheyshall think properandthesameto break,alter andre-
new’attheirpleasure.

[Section IL] (SectionX, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,Thatthesaidcorporationandtheir
successorsby the nameof “The Trusteesof the Presbyterian
Congregationof NewLondonin theCountyof Chester,”shallbe
ableand capablein law to sueand be sued,pleadand be im-
pleadedin any court or beforeany judgeo-r justice in all and
all mannerof suits, complaints,pleas,causes,mattersandde-
mandsof whateverkind, natureor form theymay be and all
andeverymatterandthingthereinto do in asfull andeffective
a mannerasanyotherpersonor persons,-bodiespolitic or cor-
poratewithin this commonwealthmay or can do.

[SectionX.] (SectionXI. P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the said corporation shall
alwaysconsistof ninememberscalledandknown by thename
of “The Trusteesof thePresbyteriancongregationof New Lon-
don in the County of Chester,”andthe saidmemberss-hall at
all timeshereafterbe chosenby ballot by a majority o-f such
membersmet togetherof the sajd congregationasshall have
beenenrolledasstatedworshipperswith saidcongregationfor
at leastthe spaceof one year andshall have paid one year’s
pewrentor othersum of moneynot lessthanten shillingsfor
the useand benefit of the said congregationand corporation.
Providedalways,Thatthepastororministerof thesaidcoflg~e
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gation for thetime beingshall be entitledto voteequallywith
every memberof said congregationand alsothat every person
orpersonsqualifiedto voteandelectasaforesaids-hallandmay
be also capableof beingvotedand electeda trusteeasafore-
said.

[SectionXI.] (SectionXII. P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the said Robert Finney,
[senior], Elijah McGlenakan, Andrew Boyd, David Mackey,
Esquire,William Sherer,AlexanderMorrison, AlexanderFul-

- ton, JosephStrawbridgeandJohnMcDowell, thefirst andpre-
senttrusteesherebyincorporatedshall beand continuetrus-
teesuntil removedin thefolio-wing manner,viz: onetbirdpart
in numberof said trusteesbeing the third part herein first
named shall cease and discontinue and their appoint-

• ment determineon the first Monday of May which shall
be in the year of our Lord one thousandseven hundred
and eighty-eight,andthe secondthird part hereinmentioned
shall cease,discontinueand their appointmentdetermineon
thefirst Mondayin Maywhichs-hall bein theyearonethousand
sevenhundredandeighty-nine,andin like mannertheappoint-
ment of the last third part hereinmentionedshall ceaseand
determineon thefirst Mondayin May whichshallbein theyear
onethousandsevenhundredandninety, on which daysin each
o-f theaforementionedyearsrespectivelynew electionsshall be
held of other trusteesinsteadand in placeof thosewhoseap-
pointmentsshall haveceasedand terminated,which manner
of discontinuance,determinationandnew appointmentor elec-
tion shallbecontinuedon thefirst Mondayin May in ea-chand
everyyear thereafterforeversothat no personshall continue
orbea trusteelongerthanthreeyearstogetherwithout being
re-elected,which may be donewheneverandas often asthe
membersof said congregationqualified to vote asbeforede-
scribedshall think fit.

Providedalways, Thatwheneverany vacancyshall happen
by the death,refusalto serveor otherremovalof any0-ne Or-

moreof the said trusteesand electionshallbeheld assoonas
convenientlycanbedoneandonefit personorpersonschosen
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andappointedas beforedirectedto supplysuchvacancy,and
thattheremainingtrusteeshavepowerto call ameetingof the
electorsof thesaidcongregationfor that purpose.

[Section XIL] (SectionXIII. P. L.) Provided alwaysand
it is herebyenactedby the authorityaforesaid,Thattheclear
yearlyvalue,interestor incomeof thelands,tenements,rents,
annuitiesor otherhereditamentsand real estateof said cor-
porationshall not exceedthesum of five hundredpoundsgold
or silver money at the currentvaluethereof in the common-
wealthof Pennsylvania,exclusiveof pew rentsand otherfree
contributionsbelonging to the aforesaidcongregationwhich
said moneyshallbe receivedby thesaidtrustees’anddisposed
of by them for the purposesand themannerhereinbeforede-
scribedanddirected.

PassedMarch 28, 1787. Recorded L. B. No, 3, p. 224, etc.
The Act in the text was In part repealedby the Act ot 4,ssembly
passedSeptember 24, 1789, Chapter 144L

CHAPTER MCCXC.

A SUPPLEMENT TO AN ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT FOR REDSTABLISH
ING THE CHARACTER OF THE SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA” AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES THERE-
IN MENTIONED.’

(SectionI. P.L.) Whereasthetrusteesof the SecondPres-
byterianchurch in the city of Philadelphiaby their petition
haveshownthatby certainclausesandprovisosin theircharter
re-establishedand confirmed by an act of generalassembly
passedon thethird day of March in theyearof ourLord one
thousandsevenhundredandeighty,theyarerestrictedanddis-
abledfrom alienating,encumberingor in anymannerdisposing
of anypartorparcelof theirestateunlessthe building erected
for public worship. should be burned down or otherwisede-
stroyedwherebythe said trusteesarepreventedfrom making

lAct passedMarch 3rd, 1780, Chapter 885.


