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CHAPTERMCCCLIII.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATETHE MEMBERS OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY
OF IW~N CATHOLICS BELONGING TO THE CONGREGATION OF
SAINT M~AItY’S CHURCH IN THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA.

(Section I, P. L.) Whereasthe membersof the religious
society of Roman Catholics inhabiting the city and vicinity
of Philadelphiaandbelongingto thecongregationworshipping
at the churchof Saint Mary in Fourth streetbetweenSpruce
andWalnut streetsin the said city haverequestedthis house
to passalaw to incorporatethemandto enablethemto manage
the temporalitiesof their church as other religious societies
within this statehavebeenenabledto do, andit is reasonable
to granttheir request:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet
and by the authority of the same,That the membersof ihe
religious society of RomanO~tthoiicsinhabiting the city and
vicinity of Philadelphiaand belonging to the congregation

worshipping at the church of Saint Mary aforesaidare and
from and immediately after the passingthis act shall be and
theyareherebyerectedinto anddeclaredto beonebodypolitic
andcorporatein deedandin law by the name,styleandtitle
of “The Trusteesof the RomanCatholic Society worshipping
at the churchof SaintMary in the City of Philadelphia,”and
that they the said trusteesby the nameaforesaidand their
successorsto be electedas hereinaftermentionedshall have
perpetualsuccessionandshall be ableand capablein, law to
purchase,take,have,hold, receiveandenjoyto themandtheir
successorsin fee simpleor for anylesserestateanylands,tene-
ments,rents,hereditamentsor realestate,whoseyearly value
in the wholeshallnot exceedthe sum. of five hundredpounds,
by grant, gift, bargainandsale,will, deviseor otherwise,and
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also to purchase,take, hold, possessand enjoy any moneys,
goodsandchattelsor personalestatewhatsoeverby gift., grant,
will, legacy or bequestand the samelands,tenements,rents,
hereditamentsandreal andpersonalestate(exceptingalways
the ~ajd•church called Saint Mary’s, andthe lot of ground
graveyard and appurtenancestheretobelongingor therewith
now usedandoccupiedcontainingin breadthon Fourthand
Fifth Streets,sixty-threefeetandin depththreehundredand
ninety-six feet) to give, grant, demiseor otherwisedisposeof
as to them shall seemmeet, for the use of the saidreligious
society,andalsothat the saidtrusteesby the nameaforesaid
shall be ableandcapablein law,to sueandbe sued,implead
andb.e impleaded,answerandbeansweredunto, defendand
be defended,in any suits or actionsand in all or any courts
or jurisdictionswhatsoever,andthat it shall andmaybe law-
ful for the saidtrusteesby t~henameaforesaidto devise,make,
have anduse one commonseal to authenticateall andevery
the acts deeds and instrumentstouching their businessand
the sameat pleasureto break, alter andrenew, andgenerally
that the said trusteesby thenameaforesaid,shall have,hold
andenjoy,all andsingularthe rights,privileges~liberties and
franchisesincident and belonging to a pi~vateor religious
corporationor body politic asfully andeffectuallyasanyother
private or religious corporationor body politic within this
statehasright to have,hold andenjoy the same.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the duthority aforesaid,Thatthe first trusteesof the said
corporationshall beandconsistof the following persons,viz:.
the ReverendRobertMolynea.ux,the ReverendFrancisBees-
ton, theReverendLawrenceUraesal,thepresentpastorsof the
said church,and GeorgeMeade,ThomasFitzsimons, James
Byrne, Paul Esling, John•Oottringer, JosephEck, Mark Wi]-
c~xand John Oarrol, membersof the congFegationworship-

ping in the said church,andthe future trusteesof the said
corporation shall be and consist of the pastorsof the said
churchfor the timebeing, duly appointed,not exceedingthree
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in number,andof eight lay membersof the congregationwor-
shipping in the said church, to be appointedand elected in
the mannerhereinaftermentioned.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That all and every the members
of the said congregation(holding a pew or part of a pew in
the saidchurch and payingfor the samenot lessthan fifteen
shillings by the yearandnot being in arrearfor the said con-
tribution morethan six months),shallmeeton the Tuesdayof
Easter week in the year one thousand seven hundred and
eighty-nineandso in everyyearforeverthereafteratsuchplace
in the said city as shall be appointed by the said trustees,
whereofnotice shallbegiven in thesaidchurchat the closeof
divine worship on the morning of the precedingSundayand
thenandthere shall chooseby ballot the said eight lay trus-
tees in manneraforesaidby a majority of those membersso
qualified who shall so meetbetweenthehoursof elevenbefore
noon andonein the afternoonof every suchdayandthe trus-
tees so chosenshall continueto be trusteesof the said cor-
porationuntil thenext election and if the pastorsof the said
churchduly appointedshall on anydayof suchelectionexeeed
the numberof threethey shnll amongthemselvesagreewhich
threeof themthesaidpastorsshallbetrusteesfor the ensuing
yearandshallopenlydeclarein thep~eserieeof all the electors
so met at the time of concludingthe saidelectionthe nanies
of all thesaidp~istorsandmemberswho shall be so appoin~eil
and chosentrusteesof the said corporationand their names
shall be enteredi.n the booksof the saidcorporation for that
purposeto bekept andthesaidpastorssoappointedandmem~
berssochosentrusteesas aforesaidshallbe andcontinuetrus-
teesof thesaidcorporationuntil the closeof the next election.

[SectionIV.] (SectionV, P.L.) And beit further enactedby
the authorityaforesaid,That it shall andmaybe lawful to anti
for the said trusteesandtheir successorsfrom timeto time as

occasionshall requireto meettogetherfor thepurposeof trans-
actingthe businessof the societyunder their care,of thetime
andplaceof whichmeetingsduenoticeshallbe givento afl the



1788] q’he Statutesat Large of Pennsylvania. 73

said trusteesat least one day before,at which meetingsthe
eldestpastorpresentshallbe presidentandif sevenof thesaid
trusteesshall attend they shall form a quorum or board and
shall havepower by a majority of voices presentto make, or-
dain andestablishsuch rules, ordersand regul~itionsfor the
managementof the temporalbusiness,the governmentof their
shools,[and] disposingof theestateof the saidcorporationas
to them shall seemproper. Providedthat such rules, orders
andi~egulationsbe reasonablein themselvesandnot repugnant
to the constitutionand laws of this state.

PassedSeptember13, 1788. Recorded L. B. No. 3, p. 378.

CHAPTER MCCCLIV.

AN ACT TO ALTER AND AMEND SO MUCH OF THE SEVERAL IMPOST
LAWS OF THIS STATE AS CONFINES THE. ALLOWING OF DRAW-
BACKS ON GOODS EXPORTED TO THE ORIGINAL IMPORTERS THERE-
OF AND OBLIGES THE EXPORTER TO PRODUCE CERTIFICATES OF
THE LANDING OF SUCH GOODS.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe drawingback the duties and
impostslaid by the severallaws of this commonwealthon the
importation of goods, wares.andmerchandisewhenthe same
shallbe bonafide exportedfor saleandconsumptionin other
statesor foreign countriestendsto the increaseof the com-
merceof this stateandthe saiddrawbacks’areby the saidlaws
confinedto the original importersof such goods.:

[SectionI.] (Section II, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby. the Representativesof the Freemenof
theOommonweaitb.of Pennsylvania.in GeneralAssemblymet
and by the authority of the same, That from and after the
passingof this actall thedutiesandimpostswhich havebeen
or shallbe paidor securedto bepaidupon the importationof
a.nygoods,wares,or merchandiseinto this stateshallbedrawn
back,allowed or remittedto anypersonexportingthe samein
the mannerand form prescribedand directedin the acts for


