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so confined, dischargehim or her out of custody if detained
for suchdebtor debts,sumor sumsof money,fine or forfeiture
only and for no othercause.

PassedMarch 27, 1789.RecordedL. B.No. 3, p. 491. Seethenoteto
theAct of AssemblypassedFebruary14, 1729-30,Chapter315.

CHAPTERMCDXII.

AN ACT FOR GRANTING TRIALS AT NISI PRITJS IN THE COUNTY OF
PHILADELPHIA.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe periodsfor holdingtheseveral
terms of the supremecourt at Philadelphiahaveby experi-
encebeenfound too short for the dispatchof and expediting
thebusinessof thesaid courtowing partly to the greatlength
of time necessaryto thediscussionof manyimportantandcom-
plex caseswhich havebeentheredetermined,whereby many
other trials have beenunavoidablypostponedand partly to
~aportionof eachtermbeingnecessarilyallottedfor arguments
of points of law and motionsin actionsremovedfrom the sev-
eral countiesin thestate,and it is conceivedthat a power in
the said court to hold courtsof nisi prius for the trial of such
issuesin factasareor shall be dependingin the said supreme
courteitherby removalor otherwisefrom thecity or countyof
Philadelphiawould greatly expeditethe determinationof the
businessin the said supremecourt and be a greatrelief to
suchsuitors asshould not be ablefrom want of time to pro-
cure trials at bar.

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedandit
~s herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet
and by theauthorityof thesame,Thatfrom andafterthepass-
lug of this act the justices of tli~esaidsupremecourt in term
time or a majority of themin vacationshallbeempoweredand
theyareherebyenjoinedwhenoccasion.shall requireto direct
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theholdingof courtsof nisi priusin thecity of Philadelphiafor
thecity andcountyof Philadelphiabeforethemor any one or
moreof them on suchdaysand timesastheyshall nominate
and appointand for that purposeto direct the usualprocess
to issue returnableat ~uch times during the sitting of the
samecourtsof nisi prius asthey shall seefit for thetrial of
all suchissuesin factasareor shallbe dependingin thesaid
supremecourt in pleaseither civil or criminal, originally in-
stituted in thesaid supremecourtor broughtthitherby writs
of removal, appealsor otherwisefrom any civil or criminal
jurisdiction in the city or couiky of Philadelphia. already
erectedor hereafterto be erectea,andgenerallyto do, execute
and perform all and everysuch~ts, mattersandthings and
put in practiceall suchpowers,authorities,jurisdictions and
privileges asby the presentexistii~glaws relativeto courts
of nisi prius for other countieswithin this commonwealth
orwhich in any mannerrespectthe sameareenjoinedandre-
quiredof or aregiven andgrantedto the saidjusticesof the
said supremecourtor to any oneof thesamejustices:

And whereasrulesfor thestriking of specialjuriesareoften
takenby defendantsin the said court for the merepurpose
of delayingthe recoveryof undisputeddebts,which practice
hasalso a tendencyto postponethedeterminationof litigated
causes:

[SectionII.] (SectionIII, P. L.) It is thereforeenactedby
the authority aforeea~id,Thatno rule on the defendantsappli-
cation for a trial by special in the [said] supremecourt or
at nisi prius of any issuein anyof the saidcivil actionsexcept
hi cases[where] the title to real estateshall be in question
shallhereafterbegrantedunlessthedefendant,or someperson
for him sl~allpreviouslymakeand file anaffidavit in the said
courtthathe conceivesthereis a just ad legal causeof defence
againstthe plaintiff’s demandin the said action or against
somepartthereof.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,That somuchof anactof general
assemblyentitled.“An actfor thebetterregulationof juries”

1 PassedMarch 19, 1785,Chapter 1138.
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asprovides or enacts“that everyspecialjury shall be struck,
thirty daysat leastbeforetheday of the returnof theprocess
for summoningsuchjury to attendandthat the party enter-
ing a rule for suchspecial jury shall forthwith servea copy
thereof on the attorney of the other party togetherwith, a
copy of the list of jurorssoto bestruck and duenotice to at-
tend,to strikethe sameat the office of the prothonotaryor
clerk of the court,” shallbe and thesameis herebyrepealed
andmadenull andvoid.

PassedMarch 27, 1789. RecordedL, B. No. 8, p. 495.

CHAPTERMODXIII.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE GRANTING OF SPECIAL COURTS ON THE
PLAINTIFF’S APPLICATION.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthe grantingof specialcourtson
theapplicationof plaintiffs underpretenceof their suddende-
partureout of this commonwealthhasbeenfound on experi-
enceto be attendedwith much injury to the good people
thereofby giving to foreignersan unduepreferencein the de-
cision of causes:

For remedythereof:
[SectionL] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it enactedandit is hereby

enactedby theRepresentativesof theFreemenof theCommon-
wealth of Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssembly met and by the
authorityofthesame,Thatsomuchof anactof generalassem-
bly of this commonwealthentitled “A supplementto anacten-
titled ‘An act for establishingcourts of justice in this pro-
vince,’” asauthorizesor requiresthe justicesof the supreme
court or of any court of commonpleaswithin this common-
wealthto grant to anyplaintiff or plaintiffs a specialcourtor
courtsor to hearand determineany suit causeor actionwith-
out theusualimparlancesbeandthe sameis herebyrepealed.

Passed March 27, 1789. Recorded L. B. No. 3, p 494.
I PassedApril 10, 1782, Chapter 966.


