
424 T1~eStatutesat Largeof Pennsylvania. [1789

sylvaniafor his clerkor clerks besidesa reasonableallowance
for stationeryconsumedin his respectiveoffice, all which sal-
aries and allowancesshall commencefrom and after the en-
acting hereof.

[SectionII.] (Section III, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the said salariesand allow-
ancesshallbepaid to eachof thesaid officersquarterlyupon
ordersto bedrawnby thepresidentor vicepresidentin council
on thetreasurerof the stateout of the fees of the said offices
which shall havebeenpaid into the treasury.

PassedDecember8, 1789. RecordedL. B. No. 4, p. 46. Seethe
Act of AssemblypassedFebruary19, 1790, Chapter1480.

CHAPTER MCDLXXVI.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE A SOCIETY BY THE NAME OF “THE PENN-
SYLVANIA SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY
AND FOR THE RELIEF OF FREE NEGROES IJNLAWFULLY HELD
IN BONDAGE AND FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITION OF THE AFRI-
CAN RACE.”

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasa voluntarysocietyhasfor some
yearssubsisted[in this state] by the nameand title of “The
PennsylvaniaSocietyfor promtingthe abolitionof slaveryand
the relief of free negroesunlawfully held in bondage,”which
hasevidently co-operatedwith the views of the legislatureox-
pressed.in the act of the general assemblyof the common-
wealthpassedthe first day of March in the yearof our Lord
one thousandsevenhundredand eighty entitled, “An act for
the gradualabolition of slavery,”1 and a supplementthereto
passedthe twenty-ninthday of March in theyearof our Lord
one thousandseven hundred and eighty-eight entitled, “An
actto explainandamendan actentitledan actf&r thegradual
abolitionof slavery:”2

1Chapter881.
~Chapter1845.
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And whereasthesaid societyhavelately extendedtheirplan
so far asto comprehendwithin their intentionstheimproving
thecondition aswell of thosenegroeswho now areor hereafter
shall becomefree by the operationof said actsor otherwise
and their posterity,and have by their petition to this house
prayedto he createdand erectedinto a body politic andcor-
poratefor the purposeof increasingtheir ability to be useful
in theseveralmattersaforesaid:

[SectionI.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby the Representativesof the Freemenof
the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssembly met
and by the authority of the same,That the presentmembers
of thesaid society,to wit, Dr. BenjaminFranklin,JamesPem-
berton,JonathanPenrose,ThomasHarrison,JamesStarr,Wil-
hamLippincott, JohnThomas,BenjaminHomer,SamuelRich-
ards,JohnEvans,JohnTodd, JamesWhiteail, EdwardBrooks,
ThomasArmat, JohnWarner,SamuelDavis, ThomasBartow,
Robert Evans,RobertWood, SeymourHart, RichardHumph-
reys, Robert Towers,JosephMoore, JosephRussell,William
Zane, Israel Whelen, SamuelBaker, RichardPrice, Charles
Jervis,Israel Ilallowell, Clement Biddle, Amos Wickersham,
PattisonHartslioru, NathanSellers,David Sellers,IsaacPar-
rish, ZacariahJess,Dr. BenjaminRush,JohnField, Richard
Jones,William Poyntell, Andrew Carson,Philip Price, John
Hunt, Junior, Norris Jones,John Norton, Thomas Penrose,
ThomasPoultney,ThomasEddy, IsaacWeaver,Junior~Caleb
Attiuore, JosephBudd, Abraham Shai~pJess,Isaac Massey,
JamesLewis, ThomasShoemaker,Robert Morris, Jeremiah
Paul, ThomasSavery,FrancisBailey, ThomasShields,George
Eddy, John Morrison, John Morris, JosephOlark, Zachariah
Poulson, Junior, ThomasParker, William Graham,Thomas
Rodgers,John Poultney, Isaac Bonsall, JosephOruckshank,
JohnJacobs,NathanBoys,William Ashby,JacobTrasel,Wil-
ham Jackson,CharlesCrawford, Ellis Yarnall, John Olden,
TenchCoxe, JonathanPugh, ReeceJohn,Jacob Shoemaker,
Junior, William Melllienny, CalebLownes,John Letchworth,
William West,Isaac Peason,Burton Wallace,Francis John-
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ston, JosephSharpless,ThomasWistar, JosephLownes, Dr.
Benjamin Say, JosephAnthony, CasparW. ilaines, Joseph
Bacon, GeorgeRutter, David Lownes, Bartholomew Wistar,
George Fox, William p Franklin, William Rawle, James
Trenchard, Conrad Hanse, Samuel Coates, Richard Wells,
SharpDelaney, JohuathanWillis, Junior, Joseph Gibbons~
SamuelPancoast,Junior, KeamneyWharton,Dr. .JamesHutch-
inson, CharlesWilliams, John Claypole, JohnDowers,Hilary
Baker, GeorgeLatimer, Andrew Geyer, JamesRead, Peter
Woglom, John Haghu, John Todd, Junior, Philip Benezet,
JosephJames,Dr. CasparWistar, Junior, Dr. SamuelP. Grif-
fiths, ThomasFitzgerald,StephenMaxfield, Philip Price, Jun-
i or, Israel Pleasants,Mordi cal Churchman,ThomasAnuesly,
Benjamin W~.Morris, John McOree, George Ricliie, James
Olden, John Huntchinson, George Wilson, Jacob Parke,
ThomasLawrence,Dr. John Foulke, JesseWaterman,James
Trimble, Dr. William Rogers,Dr. Nicholas Collin, SamuelM.
Fox, Benjamin Shoemaker,JosephParker Norris, George
Roberts, JeremiahParker, Abraham Liddon, John Bleakley,
Joseph Inskeep,Robert Wain, Richard Parker,John Starr,
NathanAllen Smith, ThomasNorton,RobertTaggart,Samuel
Emlen, Junior, William Kidd, Dr. John Andrews, Zebulon
Potts, SamuelKingsley, NathanField, Daniel Trotter, Benja-
min Taylor, James Smith, Junior, Caleb Carmalt, Robert
Roberts, William Chancellor, Thomas Forrest, Jonathan
Jones, EbenezerBreed, George Ashton, Thomas Proctor,
GeorgeDavis, John Siullie, ThomasPalmer,Anthony Felix
Wuibert, Matthew Hale Richard Peters, Joseph Thomas,
ThomasRoss, IsaacBuekbee,JoshuaGilpin, Dr. AmosGregg,
GerardVogels, RichardRiley, SamuelClaphamson,Zaccheus
Collins, Henry Hale Graham,John Ely, Richard H. Morris,
John Staplem’, Junior, Daniel May, Andrew .Jolmstoii, S. Bar-
nett, William Welsh, Isaiah Ham, Charles Lukins, James
Smith, S. Morris, Ambi’ose Updegi’aff, PeterMouderf, Thomas
Fisher.RobertK ammem’sly,John Smith, William Webb,John
Roberts.John Kittere, \Vihliam Brisband, \Vilhiamn Gibbons,
SamuelUpdegraff, CalebJohnston,Robert Veree, Dr. John
Cliapman, Al examnler A1I(lerson, Sanmuel Bedwood, BeesCad-
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wallader, SamuelJackson,Dr. John Luther, Dr. John Story,
Benjamin Wright and Eli Lewis, all of the stateof Pennsyl-
vania,

Joseph Shotwell, Junior, David Cooper, Samuel Allison,
ThomasRedman,ThomasStokes,JohnWistar,ThomasOlem-
ens, JosephSloan, EbenezerHowell, Olement Hall, James
Jess,BenjaminWright, RichardWain,StacyBiddle, Hezekiah
Hughes,ThomasGitlien, all of the stateof New Jersey,

TheHonorableJohnJay,andMatthew Clarksonof thestate
of New York,

JohnBoggs,CalebKirk andWarnerMuffin of the stateof
Delaware,

Zebulon Hollingsworth, John Richardson,Woolman Hick-
son, John Feigle, JosephWilkinson and JohnNeedlesof the
stateof Maryland.

SamuelHopkins, Benjamin Foster, Enos Hitchcock, Ben-
jamin West, Moses Brown, William Patton, SamuelVinson,
ThomasRobinsonandJonathanEastonof the stateof Rhode
Island,

JohnSaunders,GeorgeTegalandGeorgeCorbynof thestate
of Virginia,

Noah Webster,Thomas Gain and Benjamin Wrest of the
stateof Massachusetts,

Capel Loft, David Barclay, Granville Sharpe,Dr. Richard
Price, JamesPhilips, ThomasDay, Dr. ThomasOlarson,The
Right HonorableWilliam Pitt, Dr. John Okely Lettsom,Wil-
ham Dilwyn, Robert Robeson,and William buick of the
Kingdom of GreatBritain,

And Le AbbeRaynal,Le MarquisdeLaFayette,I. P.Brissot
de Warville, Cliarton de La Teri~ierreand Francis Olery Du
Pontof theKingdom of Franceandsuchotherpersonaudper-
sonsas shall be hereafterelectedand chosenin the manner
hereinaftermentionedand their successorshe and they are
herebydeclaredto beonebodypohit.icandcorporatein (icedand
in law by thenameandstyleandtitle of “The PennsylvaniaSo-
ciety for promotingtheabolitionof slaveryand fortherelief of
free llegm’oes unlawfully held in bondageand for the improv-
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ing the condition of the African race,” and by the samename
shall haveperpetualsuccessionandshallbeableto sueandbe
sued,impleadand be answeredunto in all courtsof law and
equity, and to make, haveand useone common seal to give
authenticityto their acts,deeds,recordsand proceedingsand
the sameat their pleasureto break,alter, changeand make
anew and to purchase,take and hold by gift, grant, demise,
bargainand sale,will and demise,bequest,testament,legacy
or by any other mode of conveyanceany lands, tenements,
goods,chattels,or estate,real, personalor mixed, or choses
in action, not exceedingat any one time the yearly value of
fifteen hundredpoundslawful moneyof Pennsylvaniain the
whole, and the sameto give, grant,bargain,sell, demise,con-
vey and assureto othersfor thewhole or any lesserestatethat
they havein the samein suchmannerand form asthe said
societyat their future meetingshereinafterdescribedshall
order and directand to apply therents, issuesand profits, in-
comeand interestof suchestateand the moneysarisingfrom
thesaleof any partsthereofto the uses,ends,intentsandpur-
posesof their institutionaccordingto therules,orders,regula-
tions and constitutionsof the said society now in force or
which accordingto theprovisionshereinaftermadeshall from
time to time bedeclaredandordainedtouchingand concerning
thesameasfully and effectuallyasanynaturalpersonor body
politic and corporatewithin this state by the constitution
and laws of this commonwealthcan do and performthe like
things.

[Section IL] (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,Thattheofficers of the said society
shall consistof one president,two vice-presidents,two secre-
taries,onetreasurerwho shallalsobe thekeeperof thecommon
sealandsomanycouncillorsasthesaidsocietyshall from time
to time think proper from time to time to appoint and elect
all of whom shall be chosenannuallyby ballot of a majority
of votesof thewholenumberof memberswho shallbepresent
at the quarterly meetinghereinaftermentioned,which shall
be held on the first secondday of the week, called Monday in
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the first monthcalled Januaryin everyyearafterthepassing
of this act, or at suchothertimeandat suchplaceasthesaid
societyshall by their rules andordersdirect and appointand
of suchcommitteesfor carryinginto executionthe designsof
the said institution as the said society heretoforehaveap-
pointed and hereafterat any of their quarterly or special
meetingsshall agreeto and appointin themannerand form
to be hereafteragreedon.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the said society shall
and may hold four quarterly meetingsin everyyear at such
place and hour of the day as they shall agreeunto on every
the first secondday of the week called Monday in every the
first, fourth, seventhand tenthmonths,calledJanuary,April,
July and Octoberin every year foreverhereafterand may ad-
journ the said meetingfrom time to time, andshall and may
hold suchother specialmeetingsasthe societyby their rules
andordersshall direct andappointandshall hold suchother
meetingsasthe presidentof thesaidsocietyshall think neces-
saryto call or one of thevice-presidentsof thesaid societyat
the requestof any six membersthereofshall call, of which
specialmeetingsnotice shall be given in two of the public
newspapersprinted in the city of Philadelphiaat least two
daysbeforethe time~ofmeeting,at any of which quarterly or
specialmeetingsor adjournementsthereof it shall and may
be lawful for the saidsocietyor somanyof them asshallmeet
by a majority of voicesto agreeto, ordainand establishsuch
by-laws,rules,ordersandregulationsastheyshall judgeneces-
sary for thewell ordering and governingthe said societyand
for the well managingthe affairs thereofand to appoint such
and so many committeesconsistingof such numberof their
membersastheyshall think necessaryto superintendthediffer-
ent departmentsof dutiesalreadyundertakenby the society
heretofore subsistingor hereafterto be undertakenby the
Society herebyestablishedand to receivethe reports of such
committeesand takesuchorderthereonasto themshall seem
proper,andto fix andascertainthetermsand conditionsupon
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which new membersshall be admitted into the said society
upon which former membersmay be removedand to define
and ascertain the duties of the several officers~and
committees of the said society and. to enforce
thesameby such reasonablefines and.forfeituresto beimposed
on delinquentsas they shall think proper and for want
of obediencein any of the members,committeesor officers
of the said society ‘to removeand displace them and others
to appoint and generally to agree to, ordain and estab-
hish suchby-laws, rules, orders and regulationsfor the well
governingthesaidsociety,for perpetuatinga successionof its
officers and performing the duties they have undertakenor
shall undertakeasthesaidsocietyat anyof theirsaidquarterly
meetings,or special meetingsor adjournmentsthereofshall
by a majority of voicesdetermineto be right andproper. Pro-
vided always nevertheless,That no real or personalestate
abovethevalueof sixty dollarsshallbedisposedof ortheright
and estateof thesociety thereinshall be lessenedandaltered
for the less nor any by-law, rule, order or regulationof the
said societyenacted,repealedor alterednoranysum of money

appropriatedto any new usenot before agreedupon by any
of thesaid meetingsorcommitteesto be appointedunlessthe
president or one of the vice-presidentsand at least twenty
membersshall be presentat suchmeetingand a majority of
thosepresentshallagreeto thesame. And providedalso,That
all andeverytheby-laws,rules,ordersandregulationsalready
enactedand madeor hereafterto be enactedand madeby the
saidsocietybe reasonablein themselvesand not contradictory
to time constitutionandlaws of this commonwealth.

[SectionIV.] (Section V, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by time authority aforesaid,Thattime constitutionof the Penn-
sylvania Society for promoting the Abolition of Slavery and
for the relief of Free Negroesunlawfully held in bondageas
enlargedat a. meetingof time said Society lmeld at Philadelphia
the twenty-third day of April in the yearone thousandseven
hundredandeighty-sevenandall rules,orders,regulationsand
proceedingsmade and had by the said society in pursuance
thereofbe andtheyareherebydeclaredto be in full force and
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binding upon the said societyby this act createdand incor-
porateduntil time sameshallbe repealed,alteredorannulledat
a quarterlyor specialmeetingor adjournmentthereofto be
held in pursuanceof this act asfully and effectually asif the
samewere to be originally adoptedby the said societyhereby
incorporatedand createdat one of their said meetings.

[sectionV.] (SectionVI, P.L.) And be it furtherenactedby
the authority aforesaid,That until the next election which
shall be held by the said societyin pursuanceof this act the
said Benjamin Franklin shall be the presidentthereof, the
saidJames.PembertonandJonathanPenrose,shallbe thevice-
presidentsthereof,thesaid BenjaminRushand CasparWistar
shall besecretar~ies]thereof,thesaidJamesStarrshallbe the
treasurerthereof,and William Lewis, Miers Fisher, William
Rawle andJohnD. Coxe shall be the councillorsthereof,and
flint all and every the committeeand committeesheretofore
appointedby the said Societyfor theAbolition of Slaveryand
for therelief of FreeNegroesunlawfullyheldin bondageshall
beanti continueto betheofficersand committeesof thesociety
hereby createdand incorporatedand shall report tO and ac-
countwith thesamein the samemannerasthey would have
done‘to thefoimuersocietyin casethis acthadnot beenpassed-

[SectionVI.] (SectionVII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the autlmority aforesaid,That this act shall in all things
be consti’ue�I1mm flue miio~tfavorableand liberal mannerto and
tom’ thesaid societyin orderto effectuatetime privilegeshereby
to them granted,and that no misnomerof time said corporation
in anydeed,will, testament,gift, grant,demiseor otherinstru-
ment of contract or conveyanceshall vitiate or defeat the
sameif tlm~said corporation shall be sufficiently described
to ascertainthe intent of time party or partiesto give, devise,
bequeath,conveyor assureto or contract with the said cor-
porationherebycreatedby the nameaforesaid. Nor shallany
non-userof the said privilegesherebygrantedcreateany for-
feiture of time samebut the samemaybe exercisedby thesaid
corporationand notwithstandingtheir failure to meetat any
of time times hereinspecifiedto hold their annualelections,the
officers electedat any of the said annualelectionsshall con-
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tinue to hold andexercisetheir officesuntil othersshallbeduly
electedto succeedthem at somefuture meetingof the said
corporation.

PassedDecember8, 1789. RecordedL. B. No. 4, p. 4G.

CHAPTER MCDLXXVII.

AN ACT FOR INOORPORATING THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
(KNOWN BY THE NAME OF SAINT GEORGES CHURCH) IN THE CITY
OF PRILADELPHIA IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA.

(SectionI, P. L.) Whereasthecongregationof theMethodist
Episcopalchurchin the city of Philadelphiahaveprayedthat
their said congregationmay be incorporatedand by law en-
abledasa body politic and corporateto receive,hold anden-
joy such charitable donationsand bequestsas have hem’eto-
fore beenor which hereaftermay be madeto their societyand
vestedwith suchpowersandprivilegesasareenjoyedby other
religioussocietieswho areincorporatedin this commonwealth:

And whereasthis houseis disposedto exercisethe power
vestedin thelegislatureof this commonwealthfor the encour-
agementof pious and charitablepurposes:

[SectionII.] (SectionII, P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedand
it is herebyenactedby theRepresentativesof the Freemenof
theCommonwealthof Pennsylvaniain GeneralAssemblymet
andby theauthorityof thesame,ThattheReverendJohnDick-
ins, the presentminister, Robert 1~’itzgerrn11.Ja~cobBaker,
ThomasArmat, JamesDoughty, Josiah Lusby, John Hood,
Burton Wallace,John Bond and Henry Manly and their suc-
cessorsduly electedand appointedin suchmannerasis here-
inafter directedbe and they are herebymade,declaredand
constitutedto be a corporationandbody politic and corporate
in law and in fact to have continuanceforever by the name,
style andtitle of “The MethodistEpiscopalChurchin the city
of Philadelphiain the commonwealthof Pennsylvania.”


