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grant unto Thomas Gordon, or his legal representative, a cer-
tificate for the full value of the money received by the com-
monwealth, for or on account of the sale of the estate of the
said Thomas Gordon, according to the scale of depreciation
fixed by law, which certificate shall bear an interest of six per

centum from the date thereof.
Passed Sept. 27, 1791. Recorded L. B. No. 4, p. 226, etc.

CHAPTER MDLXXXYV.

AN ACT TO REGULATE THH TRIALS OF CONTESTED ELECTIONS.

Whereas the congtitution of this commonwealth requires
that contested elections of members of the senate and house
of representatives, shall be determined by a committee of each
house, respectively, selected, formed and regulated in such
manner as shall be directed by law, and that contested elec-
tions of a person to serve as governor shall be determined by a
committee, to be selected from both houses of the legislature,
also to be formed and regulated in such manner as shall be
directed by law. ,

[Section L] (Section I, P. L.] Be it therefore enacted by the
Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby
enacted by the authority of the same, That whenever a petition,
signed by at least fifty of the qualified electors of this state,
shall be addressed to the legislature, complaining of an undue
election, or a false return of a person elected governor, such
petition shall be delivered to the speaker of the senate, who
shall immediately give information thereof to both houses, the
members whereof, on a day and hour to be agreed upon be-
tween them, not exceeding ten days from the delivery of such
petition, shall convene in a conference room, where the petition

shall be read by the speaker of the senate; the names of the:

members of each house shall then be called over by their re-
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spective clerks, and a quorum of both houses being present,
the nameg of all the members of the senate present, shall be
written on distinet pieces of paper, as nearly similar as may
be, each of which shall be rolled up and put into a box by the
clerk of the house of representatives, and placed on the
speaker’s table, and after being shaken and intermixed, the
clerk of the senate shall draw them out, one by one, and put
them alternately into three boxes, also placed on the speaker’s
table, and when the whole number shall be so distributed,
the clerk of the house of representatives shall shake and inter-
mix the papers in each box, and shall draw alternately from
cach box the papers so rolled up, and shall deliver them singly
to the speaker of the house of representatives, who shall open
and read them aloud, and then deliver them singly to the
speaker of the senate, who shall place them open on the table,
and a member of each house shall take down in writing the
name so0 called, and shall each of them vepeat aloud the name
they have so written, until the number of twelve names be
drawn out; the names of all the members of the house of repre-
sentatives present shall then be written on distinct pieces of
paper, as nearly similar as may be, each of which shall be rolled
up and put into a box, by the clerk of the senate, and placed on
the speaker’s table, and after being shaken and intermixed,
the clerk of the house of representatives shall draw them out
one by one, and put them alternately into three boxes, also
placed on the table, and when the whole number shall be so dis-
iributed the clerk of the senate shall shake and intermix the
papers in each box, and shall then draw alternately from each
box the papers so rolled up, and shall deliver them singly to the
speaker of the senate, who shall open them, and read them
aloud, and then deliver them singly to the speaker of the house
of representatives, who shall place them open on the table, and
amember of each house shall take down in writing the name 8o
called, and shall each of them repeat aloud the name they have
80 written, until the number of twenty-five members of the
house of representatives be completed; but any objection made
by either of the parties to any of the members so selected by lot,
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shall be sufficient to discharge such member from the service,
and another name shall be drawn in lieu thereof, and so shall
continue, until the whole number of twelve members of the
senate and twenty-five members of the house of representatives
shall be completed, and in all cases the members drawn in lieu
of those objected to shall be in like manner liable to be set
aside, and others drawn in their places. Provided, That if so
many shall be set aside upon account of objections to them,
that there shall not appear more than a sufficient number re-
maining to perform the services required by this act, then no
further objections shall be admitted.

[Section IL] (Section II, P. L.) Be it enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That when the names of twelve members
of the senate and twenty-five members of the house of repre-
sentatives shall have been so drawn, a list of the members so
appointed shall be given to each of the parties, who shall im-
mediately withdraw to some adjoining room, with a clerk or
member appointed by the joint vote of the members present,
where they shall proceed alternately to strike off the names
upon the said list, until the number shall be reduced to four
members of the senate and nine members of the house of repre-
sentatives, and, within one hour from the time of so withdraw-
ing, shall deliver to the speaker of the senate, the names of the
said four members of the senate and nine members of the house
of representatives remaining on the list, who shall then re-
spectively take an oath or affirmation, to be administered by
the speaker of the senate, to try the matter of the petition, and
to give a true judgment thereon, according to the evidence,
unless dissolved in manner hereinafter prescribed; the time and
place for the meeting of the select committee, so appointed,
shall then be directed by the joint vote of the members of both
bouses, which time shall be within twenty-four hours of the
appointment, Sundays excepted. Provided always, That on
the parties withdrawing to form such select committee, the
members of both houses shall continue convened, and the mem-
bers, whose names have been drawn out of the boxes, shall not
depart the conference room, without leave, until the time and
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place for the meeting of the select committee shall be fixed;
and provided also, that previous to the parties withdrawing to
form the select committee, the clerk of the house of representa-
tives shall draw out, one by one, the names of the remaining
members of the senate and deliver them singly to the speaker
of the house of representatives, who shall unfold and read
them aloud, and the clerk of the senate shall in like manner
draw out the names of the remaining members of the house of
representatives, and deliver them singly to the speaker of the
senate, who shall unfold them, and read them aloud, and if any
unfairness of mistake shall be discovered therein, them the
whole proceeding shall be set aside, and the business shall be
renewed in manner and form as in hereinbefore directed.

[Section II1.] (Section IXI, P. I.) Be it enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That the select committee, 80 chosen, shall
on their first meeting elect a chairman from among them-
selves, and if in such election there shall be an equal number
of voices, the member whose name was first drawn shall have a
casting vote, so likewise in case there should be occasion to
elect a new chairman, on the death or unavoidable absence of
the chairman first appointed; the committee shall sit from day
to day, Sundays excepted, at such hours as shall not interfere
with their attendance in the legislature, but unless eleven of
their number be present, the committee, after waiting one
hour, shall adjourn to the next day, and if the number of the
committee ghall unavoidably be reduced to less than eleven
members and shall so continue for the space of three days, Sun-
days excepted, the committee shall be dissolved and another
shall be chosen in manner aforesaid.

[Section IV.] (Section IV, P. L) Be it enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That the select committee shall have power
to send for persons, papers and records, to examine all wit-
nesses who may come before them, upon oath or affirmation,
which the chairman or clerk of the committee may administer
in their presence, and any person guilty of taking a false oath
or affirmation before them, or of procuring another so to do,
shall, upon conviction, be liable to the same punishment as per-
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sons convicted of perjury are liable to by the laws of this com-
monwealth,

[Section V.] (Section V, P. L) Be it enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That all determinations of the said com-
mittee shall be by a majority of votes, as %oon as such commit-
tee shall have determined whether the election or return re-
ferred to them is legal and valid, or the contrary, the chair-
man shall make two reports thereof in writing, one of which
shall be delivered to the speaker of the senate, and the other
to the speaker of the house of representatives, which reports
shall be entered on the journals of the respective houses, and
shall be final and conclusive, and in case such report shall in-
validate the election, a new election shall take place on the sec-
ond Tuesday of October ensuing, agreeably to the counstitution,
of which the speaker of the senate and the speaker of the house
of representatives shall immediately give notice, by their joint
writ, directed to the sheriffs of the respective counties, and the
sheriffs of the respective counties shall give the usual notice.

[Section VI.] (Section VI, P. I.) Be it enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That if any person so appointed a member
of a select committee, shall, at the time of such appointment,
swear or affirm, that he cannot without great inconvenience
serve on such committee, he shall be excused, and another shall
be substituted in his place, but if any member of such commit-
tee shall neglect to attend upon the committee, their names
shall be reported in writing to the house of which they are
members, and unless satisfactory reasons are given for their
non-attendance, they shall be liable to be reprimanded by the
speaker; the doors of the room in which the committee shall
meet shall remain open during the examination of witnesses,
but may be shut at any other time; when the two houses shall
stand adjourned for more than three days the committee may
adjourn to the same time.

[Section' VIL.] (Section VII, P. L) Be it enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That when a petition signed by at least
twenty of the qualified electors of the proper district, shall be

presented to the senate, complaining of an undue election or
10—XIV
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false return of a senator or senators, the like procéeding shall
be thereon had in the senate, in selecting a committee by lot,
and the like powers and authorities shall be vested in the
scnate, in relation to such committee, and such committee shall
have the like powers®*and authorities, and be subject to the like
rules and regulations, as is hereinbefore directed, in cases of
contested elections of a governor, except that the several duties
which are hereinbefore directed to be performed by the speaker
of the senate and the speaker of the house of representatives,
shall be performed by the speaker of the senate, and the sev-
¢ral duties which are hereinbefore directed to be performed by
the clerk of the senate and the clerk of the house of representa-
1ives, shall be performed by the clerk of the senate, and that
the number of members of the senate first taken out by lot,
shall be thirteen, and that such select committee shall consist
of seven members and shall not be dissolved unless reduced. to
less than five members.

[Section VIIL] (Section VIII, P. L.) Be it enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That when a petition, signed by at least
twenty of the qualified electors of the proper city and county,
shall be presented to the house of representatives, complaining
of an undue election or a false return of a member or members
of the house of representatives, the like proceedings shall be
thereupon had in the house of representatives, in selecting a
committee by lot, and the like powers and authorities shall be
vested in the house of representatives, with relation to such
committee, and such committee shall have the like powers and
authorities and be subject to the like rules and regulations, as
is hereinbefore directed in cases of contested elections for a
governor, except that the several duties which are hereinbefore
directed to be performed in such cases by the speaker of the
senate and the speaker of the house of representatives, shall be
performed by the speaker of the house of representatives, and
the several duties which are bereinbefore directed to be per-
formed in such cases by the clerk of the senate and the clerk of
the house of representatives, shall be performed by the clerk
of the house of representatives, and that the number of mem-
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bers of the house of representatives first taken out by lot shall
be seventeen, and that the select committee shall consist of
nine members, and shall not be dissolved, unless reduced to less
than seven members.

[Section IX.] (Section IX, P. L) Be it enacted by the
authority aforesaid, That no petition complaining of an undue
election or false return of any person elected governor, senator,
or member of the house of representatives, shall be received,
unless the same shall be presented within twenty days after the
meeting of the'legislature, and all such petitions, when received
shall be read and laid upon the table without any question be-
ing thereupon taken, until the two houses jointly, or each house
respectively, as the case may require, shall proceéd upon it
according to the directions of this act.

[Section X.] (Section X, P. L.) Whereas inconveniences may
arise by the neglect of transmitting the returns of the election
of governor, for one or more counties, until after the publica-
tion of such election by the legislature: Therefore: Be it enacted
by the anthority aforesaid, That in all cases where such neglect
of duty shall happen, and the returns of election aforesaid are
not delivered to the speaker of the senate before the election
of governor shall be published, every such return, so neglected
to be delivered, shall be considered as void, unless the election
aforesaid be contested, in which case such return shall be
allowed to be of the same validity, and liable to the same ex-

ceptions, as other returns, duly delivered.

Passed Sept. 29, 1791. Recorded L. B. No. 4, p. 227, ete. See the
Act of Assembly passed March 6, 1793, Chapter 1656.

CHAPTER MDLXXXYVI.

AN ACT FOR THE RELIEF OF MARY HARRISON.

Whereas a suspension in the settlement of the claim of Mary
Harrison against this state, respecting a certain bond due from
Joseph Galloway, has arisen from a construction being at-
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