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her,onethousandsevenhundredandeighty-seven,asprevents
therector,churchwardensandvestrymen,andtheirsuccessors,
from alienatingtheschool-houseandlot of groundon which the
sameis erected,asis thereinmentioned,be andthesameis here-
by repealed.

Passed March 1, 1799. Recorded L. B. No. 6, p. 343.

CHAPTERMMXXII.

AN ACT TO CONTINUE IN FORCE, FOR A LIMITED TIME, PART OF AN

ACT, ENTITLED, “A FURTHER SUPPLEMENT TO THE ACT, EN-

TITLID, ‘AN ACT TO BNJOIN CERTAIN DUTIES ON THE SECRETARY

OF THE COMMONWEALTH, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES’ “

[SectionI.] (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
and Houseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenactedby
the authority of the same,That so much of the act, entitled,
“A further supplementto the act, entitled, ‘An act to enjoin
certain dutieson the secretaryof the commonwealthand for
otherpurposes,”passedon thefourth dayof April, onethous-
and sevenhundredandninety-six, asprovidesfor and directs
an increaseof the salaryof the deputy-secretary,be, and the
sameis hereby,continueUfor threeyearsfrom and after the
passingof this act, and from thenceto the end of thesession
of the general-assembly.

Passed March 1, 1799. Recorded L. B. No. 6, p. 353.

CHAPTERMMXXIII.

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE ACT, ENTITLED, “AN ACT TO EXTEND THE

POWERS OF THE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE OF THIS STATE.”

[SectionI.] (SectionI, P.L.) Be it enactedby theSenate
and Houseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, andit is herebyenactedby
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theauthority of the same,Thatfrom andafter thepassingof
this act the powersof thejusticesof thepeaceof the several
countiesin this state,andof thealdermenandaldermen’scourt
in thecity of Philadelphia,shallbe, andthesamearehereby,ex-
tendedto actionsor suits broughtfor therecoveryof damages
for anytrespass,wrong or injury, doneor committedagainst
therealorpersonalestateof theplaintiff, in all suchcaseswhere
the said damagesshallnot exceedthe sum of twenty dollars;
andit shallbe the duty of the justice, aldermenor aldermen’s
court,beforewhom anysuchactionor suit is brought,uponthe
requestof eithertheplaintiff or defendant,to appointthreere-
putablecitizens,to be chosenby the parties,or if the parties
cannotagreein suchchoice, thento be nominatedby the said
justice,aldermanoraldermen’scourt,andto administeranoath
or affirmationto thepersonssochosenor appointed,justly and
truly to assessthedamage(if any) which theplaintiff hassus-
tained,andafter the saidrefereesshall by view, or otherwise,
haveinquiredinto thetruthof thecase,andmadereportthereof
in writing to the said justice, aldermanor aldermen’scourt,
judgmentshallbeenteredthereupon,andexecutionissue,asin
other cases. Provided neverthiess,That if the damagesso
foundby the refereesshallnot amountto morethanonedollar,
the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall not recover more costs than
damages.And providedalso,That if thedefendantshall, be-
fore theappointmentof referees,makeoathor affirmation that
thetitle to landswill comein questionin anysuchsuitor action,
then,and in suchcase,it shallbe the duty of the said justice,
aldermanoraldermen’scourt to dismissthesame,in orderthat
suchquestionmaybe tried accordingto thecourseof thecom-
mon law.

[SectionII.J (SectionII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthepowersof the saidjustices
aldermenor aldermen’scourt shall be extendedto all cases
of rent not exceedingthe sum of fifty-three dollars and one-
third, andthe said justice,aldermanor aldermen’scourt, be-
fore whom anysuit is commencedfor therecoveryof rent, shall
haveauthorityto admit a defalcationor set off of thejust ac-
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countof thetenantout of thesame,andthelandlordmayprose-
cutethesaid suit to judgmentandexecution,asin othercases,
or, if he think proper, maywaive further proceedingsbefore
the saidjustice,aldermanor aldermen’scourt, anddistrain in
theusualmannerfor thebalancesosettled,but if any landlord
shallbe convicted,aftersuchwaiver, in any courtof recordof
distrainingand selling more than to the amount of suchbal-
anceandof detainingthesurplus,heshall forfeit to thetenant
threetimes the amountof the surplusdetained.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIII, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That if any landlordshall distrain
thegoodsof his tenant,agreeablyto the existing laws of this
commonwealth,for a sumnot exceedingfifty-three dollars and
one-third,and the tenantshall havea just account to set off
againstthe same,it shall be theduty of any justice, alderman
or aldermen’scourt,to whom applicationfor that purposeshall
be madeto issueprocessagainstthe landlord, to compel him
to appearand show cause,if any he has,why the demandof
the tenantshould notbe allowed,anduponthe appearancesof
the landlord,oron his refusalor neglectto appear,if thesaid
juztice,aldermanor aldermen’scourt shall be satisfiedof the
justiceof thetenant’saccount,thesameshallbe defalcedoutof
his arrearsof rent, andthedistressshallproceedfor no more
thanthe balancewhich shall remain due, in like mannerand~
underthe like penaltyasis providedin the precedingsection
of this act. Provided always, That in all caseswhereinthe
powersof the justicesof thepeaceareby this actextended,the
partiesshallhavethesamerightof removal,althoughthecause
in disputemaynot amountto ten pounds,and appeal,in like
manneras is providedin othercasesby theact to which this
is a supplement.

[SectionIV.] (SectionIV, P.L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authorityaforesaid,,Thatnothing in this actcontained
shall be construedor understoodto extendto actionsof eject-
mentbroughtto obtain possessionof landsandtenements,ac-
tions of replevinin casesof actualdistress,actionsof slander,
actionson realcontractsfor thesaleor conveyanceof landsand
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tenements,civil actionsfor damagesin personalassaultand
battery,woundingormaiming,or to actionsfor falseimprison-
ment.

(SectionV, P.L.) And whereasdoubtshavebeenentertained
with respectto themodeofrecoveringtheforfeituresandpenal-
ties prescribedby the following acts,passedin the year one
thousandsevenhundred,to wit: “An act againstforcible en-
try,”1 “An actagainstremovinglandmarks,”2“An actagainst
defacersof charters,”8 and “An act about cutting timber
trees:”4

[SectionV.] Be it thereforeenactedby the authorityafore-
said,That in all casesarisingunder the said acts,where the
penaltyis fixedandthecourtnotmentionedin which therecov-
ery shall be had, the sameshall be prosecutedin the court of
quartersessionsof the countywheretheoffenceis committed,
andwarrantsshall andmaybe issuedby any of theaforesaid
justicesor aldermen,to oblige the offenderor offendersto find
suretyfor his, her or theirappearanceat said court; and to be
of goodbehaviorin themeantime,if necessary,andin default
of suchsurety,to commithim, her or them to thegaolof such
county,to bedealtwith accordingto. law.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVI, P.L.) Andbe it furtherenacted
by theauthority aforesaid,That the acting constablein every
ward, town, township,or district, in this commonwealth,shall,
within six daysafterthe electionfor aconstableor constables
hasbeenheld,give notice, in writing, to thepersonor persons
who shallbechosen,of his ortheirelectionto thesaidoffice; and
if suchactingconstableshall neglectso to do, he shall forfeit
to thecommonwealththepenaltyof sixteendollars;andif any
person,soelectedandnotified, shall refuseor neglectto appear
on thefirst dayof thenextcourtof quartersessions,to decline
or acceptthesaidoffice, he shall forfeit thelike penaltyof six-
teen dollars to the commonwealth,which penaltiesshall be
leviedby orderof thesaidcourt.

1PaseedNovember 27, 1700, Chapter 11.2PassedNovember 27, 1700, Chapter 15.
‘PassedNovember 27, 1700, Chapter 16.
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[SectionVII.] (SectionVII, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby theauthority aforesaid,That so much of an act of
assembly,enactedon the first day of March, in the year one
thousandsevenhundredandforty-five, entitled,“An actfor the
moreeasyandspeedyrecoveryof small debts” andof the act
to which this is a supplement,as is hereinbeforealteredor
amended,.andthesecondsectionof the act,entitled, “An actto
continuein force,for alimited time, theact,entitled,‘An actto
extendthepowersof thejusticeof thepeacein this state,and
otherpurposesthereinmentioned,’“passedthefourth day of
April, onethousandsevenhundredandninety-eight,be,andthe
sameis.hereby,repealedandmadenull andvoid.’

[SectionVIII.] (SectionVIII, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby the authority aforesaid,Thatthis act shall be and
continuein forcefor thetermof two yearsfrom and afterthe
passingof this act, and from thenceuntil the end of the next
sessionof the generalassemblyof this commonwealth,andno
longer.

Passed March 1, 1799. Recorded L. B. No. 6, p. 348.

CHAPTERMMXXIV.

AN ACT POE THE APPOINTMENT AND REGULATION OF CONSTABLES
IN THE DISTRICT OF SOUTHWARK.

[SectionI.] (SectionI, P.L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sy1~ania,in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenactedby
theauthority of the same,That, from and afterthepassingof
this act,the electorsof the district of Southwarkshall, on the
sameday and at thesameplacewheretheymeetto choose’in-
spectorsfor the electionof commissionersfor said district,

‘Chapter 365.
‘Chapter 1995.


