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chaseorpurchases,declarehis or theirintentionto becomea citi-
zen or citizens,agreeablyto the act of congress,entitled, “Au
act supplementaryto, andto amendtheact, entitled, ‘An act to
establishan uniform rule of naturalization,and to repeal the
actheretoforepassedon thesubject,’” passedtheeighteenthday
of June,one thousandseven hundredand ninety-eight.

[SectionII.] (SectionII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That ally foreigner or foreigners,
alien oraliens,who hasor havealreadymadeanybonafide con-
tract or contracts,or receivedany patentor patents,or other
deedof conveyance,for or on accuntof thepurchaseof any lands,
tenementsor hereditamentswithin this commonwealth,may and
shall takeandhold the samein fee simple, or for any lesseres-
tate,according‘to thenatureof his, her or their severalandre-
spectivecontracts,patentsor deedsof conveyance,asfully, to
all intentsandpurposes,as any naturalborn citizen or citizens
might or could do, any laW, usageor customto the contrary
thereofin anywisenotwithstanding.

PassedApril 11, 1799. RecordedL. B. No. 7, p. 23, etc.

CHAPTER MMLXXXIX.

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE GOVERNOR OF THIS COMMONWEALTH TO
APPOINT COMMISSIONERS, TO ASCERTAIN THE BEST ROUTE FOR,
AND MODE OF EFFECTING, A COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE
WATERSOF THE DELAWARE AND CHESPEAKEBAY, AND APPROPRI-
ATING A SUM OF MONEY FOR OPENING THE NAVIGATION OF THE
RIVER SUSQUEHANNA DOWN TO THE MARYLAND LINE.

‘\Vhereasa communicationbetweenthewatersof theDelaware
andChesapeakeBay, andtheopeningthe navigationof theriver
Susquelianna,would greatly promotetheinterestof the inhabi-
tants of this and the adjoining statesof Maryland and Delä-
ware, andbeproductiveof considerableadvantageto the inhabi-
tantsof otherstates,andthereis reasonto believethesamemay
be perfectedat avery moderateexpense,comparedwith thebene-
fits likely to beexperiencedtherefrom.
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[SectionI.] (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
.and Houseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, andit is herebyenactedby
the authority of the same,That the governorof the common-
wealth be, and he is hereby,authorizedand empoweredto ap-
point threecommissioners,for the purposeof exploringandas-
~ertaining thebestcourseor trackfor effectingacommunication
betweenthe watersof tile Delawareand ChesapeakeBays, by
meansof a canal;andit shallbe theduty of saidcommissioners,
jointly with commissionerswho shall [or may] be appointedon
behalfof the statesof Marylandand Delaware,toexploreand
ascertainthe best course or tract on which the samemay be
effected, and report the same,with a draughtand description
thereof,and of all and every the works and locks requisiteto
its completeoperation,also anestimateof theprobableexpeiise
of perfectingall and everypart thereof,to thegovernorof this
commonwealth;which saidcommissionersshallbe allowedthree
dollars and fifty centseachfor every day necessarilyemployed
by them respectively,in performingthe duties of their appoint-
ment, to be paidto themon thewarrantsof thegovernor,out of
thefundsappropriatedfor thesupportof government.

[SectionII.] (SectionII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,Thata sumnot exceedingtenthous-
and dollarsbe, and the sameis hereby,appropriatedto defray
theexpensesof improvingthenavigationtheriver Susquehanna,
from Wright’s ferry to theMarylandline, for which purposethe
governor is hereby authorizedto contractwith suchpersonor
persons,asmay be desirousand capableof effecting the same,
in themostadvantageousandeffectualmanner,and [may] from
time to timedrawwarrantson thestatetreasurerfor suchparts
of thesaid sumasmay be requisite,until the wholeshall becx-
pended,which ‘warrantsshallbe paidby thestatetreasurer,out
of the moneysappropriatedfor the supportof government.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIII, P. L) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That noneof the provisions in the
foregoingsectionscontainedshall be of any forceor effect until
provision by law shall havebeenmadeby the respectivelegisla-
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tures of the statesof Marylandand Delaware,for the purpose
of effectingthesaidcommunicationswith thewatersof theDela-
ware and ChesapeakeBays, by meansof a canal; and any in-
dividual or companywho shall, without proper authority from
thegovernorof this commonwealth,removeorattemptto remove
the obstructionsin the river Susquehannabetween Wright’s
ferry and the Maryland line, shall be fined in a sum not less
thantwo hundreddollarsnor more than two thousanddollars,
with suchimprisonment,asthecourtbeforewhom theyareprose-
cutedin their discretionmay direct,not exceedingsix months.

PassedApril 11, 1799. RecordedL. B. No. 1, p. 19, etc.

CHAPTER MMXC.

AN ACT CONCERNINGWRITS OF PARTITION.

[SectionI.] (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
and Houseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenactedby
the authority of the same,That-the supremecourt shall have
original jurisdiction over the whole commonwealth,as to the
grantingand proceedingupon writs of partition,at the suit of
anytenantin common,joint tenantof copartner,and that such
writs may bedirectedto and executedby the sheriff of any one
county,whereinany part of the lands and tenementsintended
to be divided aresituate,who shall havepower, in caseswhere
lands lie in different adjacentcounties,or where the lands 1k
partly in one county andpartly in another,to summona pro
portionablenumberof jurymen of the freeholdersof eachof
thesaidcounties,to form an inquestfor makinga just andequal
partition betweenthe parties;and that suchsheriff shall hold
theinquisitioneither in his own countyor [any] suchadjacent
county, and makereturn thereof to the court, as in ordinary


