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[Section XXVIIL] (Section XXVII, P. L.) And be it fur-
ther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That such parts of the
act, entitled, “An act for establishing an health office, and for
otherwise securing the city and port of Philadelphia from the in-
troduction of pestilential and contagious diseases, and for regu-
lating the importation of German and other passengers,” passed
the twenty-second day of April, one thousand seven hundred and
ninety-four,® and of the act, entitled, “An act to amend and re-
peal certain provisions in the health laws of this commonwealth,”

passed the fourth day of April, one thousand seven hundred and

ninety-six,” and of the act, entitled, “An act to alter and amend
the health laws of this commonwealth and to incorporate a board
- -of managers of the marine and city hospitals of the port of Phila-
delphia, and for other purposes therein mentioned,” passed the
fourth day of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-
eight,? as are inconsistent with this act be, and the same are here-
by, repealed and made void.

[Section XXVIIL] (Section XXVIII, P. I.) And be it fur-
ther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this act shall con-
tinue in force for three years, and from thence to the end of the
next session of the general assembly, and no longer.

Passed April 11, 1799. Recorded L. B. No. 7, p. 52, ete.

CHAPTER MMXCYV.

AN ACT TO RAISE AND COLLECT COUNTY RATES AND LEVIES.

Whereas the several laws of this commonwealth, now in force,
for raising county rates and levies, from frequent supplements
and references have become intricate. And whereas it will ren-
der the system more intelligible, and its operation more equal, to

reduce the whole into one act, with such other provisions as may -

be necessary. Therefore:

1Chapter 1759.
2Chapter 1903.
sChapter 2007.
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[Section I.] (Section 1, P. L.) Be it enacted by the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby
enacted by the authority of the same, That the county commis-
sioners and treasurers, and township, ward and district asses-
sors, assistant assessors, and collectors, heretofore elected and ap-
pointed within this commonwealth, and now holding and exer-
ciging their said offices, shall be continued therein, during the
time for which they have been elected or appointed respectively.

[Section II.] (Section II, P. I.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the electors qualified to vote for
members of the state legislature shall, at their respective general
elections, within the city of Philadelphia, and the several coun-
ties of this state, annually elect one respectable citizen to be a
commissioner of the proper county, to serve for three years next
ensuing such election ; and when any new county shall be erected,
the electors thereof shall elect, at the first general eleetion, three
citizens to serve as commissioners, of whom the highest in votes
shall serve three years, the next highest two years, and the lowest
one year, and their places respectively be supplied by the annual
election of another citizen, to serve for three years; and if any
commissioner shall die, remove from the county, or decline to
serve in said office, the remaining commissioner or commis-
sioners, and the court of common pleas for such county shall ap-
point a suitable citizen or citizens, to fill the said office until the
next general election.

[Section ITI.] (Section IIT, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That every commissioner elected or
appointed as aforesaid shall, before he enters on the duties of
hig office, take and subscribe an oath or affirmation, before some
judge of the court of common pleas, justice of the peace, or alder-
man of the city or county, respectively, for which such commis-

" sioner is elected, diligently, faithfully and impartially to per-

form the several duties enjoined on him by this act, to the best
of his ability and judgment, without favor or affection, hatred,
malice or ill will; which oath or affirmation the officer before



1799] The Statutes at Large of Pennsylvania.

whom the same is taken and subscribed shall certify, under his
hand and seal, and deliver the same to the prothonotary of the
proper county, to be filed in his office.

[Section IV.] (Section IV, P.L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the citizens of every ward, town-
ship and district, within the city of Philadelphia, and the several
counties of this state, shall, on the same day, and at the same
time and place, and under the same regulations as inspectors for
the general elections are directed to be chosen, anually elect one
citizen, residing within such ward, township, or distriet, to be
an assessor, for the term of one year; and in the year one thous-
and eight hundred and one, and every third year following, two
other citizens, to be assistant assessors, for the term of one year,
to do and perform the several duties enjoined and required of
them by this act; and the constables holding such elections shall
make a return thereof, signed by the judges, within ten days, to
the commissioners of their proper county, or either of them, who
shall file the same in their oﬂfce; and if any constable shall neg-
leet to make such return, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of five
dollars for every such mneglect. .

[Section V.] (Section V, P. I.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That if any person, elected or ap-
pointed as an assessor or assistant assessor, shall refuse or neg-
leet to serve in such office, for which he has been elected, every
such assessor or assistant assessor shall pay a fine of twenty dol-
lars. Provided always, That no person shall be obliged to serve
ag assessor or assistant assessor more than once in ten years.
And if the citizens of any ward, township or district neglect to
elect an assessor or assistant assessor, or any citizen, so elected,
refuse or neglect to serve, or if vacancies happen by death or
otherwise, a board of commissioners shall supply the vacancies,
by appointing citizens to fill said offices, who shall reside within
said township, ward or district, and who shall, in all cases, have
the same powers, be subject to the same penalties, and receive
like compensations, as though they had been elected by the citi-
zens within their respective townships, wards or districts.
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[Section VI.] (Section VI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That every assessor and assistant as-
sessor, before he enters on the duties of his office, shall take and
subscribe, before some judge of the court of common pleas, alder-
man of the city, or some justice of the peace of the proper county,
the same oath or affirmation enjoined on the commissioners by
the third section of this act, a certified copy of which oath or
affirmation, signed by the officer before whom the same was
taken, such assessor or assistant assessor shall produce to the
commissioners, within twenty days after his election, who shall
file the same in their office.

[Section VIL.] (Section VII, P.I.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners shall anually,
within thirty days after the general election, meet together, when
each new commissioner shall produce a copy of the certificate,
signed by the prothonotary, proving his election and qualifica-
tion, according to the provisions contained in this act; and the
commissioners shall thereupon proceed to make an estimate of

. the probable expense of their counties, respectively, for the en-
suing year; and in the year one thousand eight hundred and one,
and every third year following, shall, within six weeks after the
general election, issue their precepts to the respective township
assessors, requiring them to make out a just and perfect return,
in alphabetical order or otherwise as the commissioners may di-
rect, of the names of all the taxable persons within their wards,
townships, or district, respectively, and of all the property made
-taxable by the eighth section of this act, within thirty days after
the date of such precept, together with a just valuation of the
same, to be made in the manner hercinafter directed, and on re-
ceipt of such return the said commissioners, or a majority of
them, shall proceed to quota the townships, respectively, agree-
ably to the quantity and quality of land, and other taxable
property, and when they have completed and ascertained the quo-
tas of each township, they shall cause accurate transcripts of
such assessments to be made out by their clerk, and transmit
them to the ward or township assessors or collectors, respec-
tively, on or before the second Monday of April in each year, with
the average rate per cent. in each township, directing such asses-
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sor or collector to give notice to each taxable inhabitant, within
his ward or township, of the amount of the sum he stands rated
for, and the rate per cent. of such amount, and of the time when
and place where an appeal will be held, which notice the said as-
sessor or collector shall give in print or writing, at least five days
before such day of appeal, at which appeal a board of commis-
sioners shall attend, and hear all persons who may apply for re-
dress, and grant such relief as to them shall appear just and rea-
sonable; provided that the said commissioners shall not make
any allowance or abatement, on account of any real property, in
any other year than when a triennial return and assessment is
taken and made, agreeably to the directions of this act, excepting
where accidents by fire, or otherwise, may destroy buildings or
other improvements. .

[Section VIIL] (Section VIII, P. T.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the assessors and assist-
ant assessors of the city and county of Philadelphia, and the as-
sessors of the other counties in this state, respectively, on receipt
of preeepts issued by the commissioners, agreeably to the seventh
section of this act, shall proceed to take an account of all the
names and surnames, in alphabetical order, or otherwise, as the
commissioners may direct, of all taxable inhabitants within their
townships, wards or districts, and of the following articles here-
by made taxable, viz: all lands held by patent, warrant, lo-
cation or improvement, houses and lots of ground and ground-
rents; all grist-mills, sawmills, fulling mills, slitting mills, roll-
ing mills, hemp mills, oil mills, spuff mills, paper mills and pow-
der mills; all furnaces, forges, bloomeries, distilleries, sugar
houses, malt houses, breweries, tan-yards and ferries; all negro
and mulatto slaves; all horses, mares, geldings and cattle, above
the age of four years; and all offices and posts of profit, trades
and occupations (ministers of the gospel, of every denomination,
and school-masters, only excepted); and of all single freemen,
above the age of twenty-one years; who shall not follow any oc-
cupation or ealling; and when the enwumeration shall be made,
as aforesaid, the assessors shall respectively call together their
assistants, who, together with the assessors, shall proceed to
value the aforesaid property, to the best of their ability and judg-
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ment, for what they think it will bone fide sell for in ready money,
and rate all offices, professions, occupations and callings of all
freemen at their discretion, having due regard to the profits aris-
ing from such trades and occupations, as well as to the amount
of taxes to be raised. Provided, That no tax in any county shall
in one year exceed the rate of one cent in every dollar of the ad-
justed valuation [of the] property; and the rate for any trade or
occupation, or on any single freeman who follows no oceupation,
shall at no time exceed ten dollarg in one year, and shall be
lowered in due proportion as the tax on adjusted property may
be lowered below one cent in the dollar.

[Section IX.] (Section IX, P. I.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners shall, on or
before the first day of April in each of the two succeeding years,
after the triennial return and assessment shall have been made,
send a transeript of the last triennial assessment to the respec-
tive township, ward and district assessors, within their respec-
tive counties, together with their preecept, requiring them to take
an account of all freemen, and the personal property made tax-
able by this act, together with a just valuation of the same, and
also a valuation of all trades or occupations made taxable by
the eighth section of this act, enjoining such assessor to make a
just return to them, within thirty days from the date of such
precept, noting in such return all alterations in his township,
ward or district, occasioned by transfer or division of real
property, and also noting all persons who have removed since
the last assessment, and all single freemen, who have arrived at
the age of twenty-one years since the last triennial assessment,
and all others, who have since that time came to inhabit in such
township, ward or district, together with the tazable property
such person may possess, and the valuation thereof, agreeably to
the provisions of this act; and the assessor or collector shall give
like notice of the sum assessed on such person or persons, and of
the day of appeal, which appeal the commissioners are hereby em-
powered to hold, in manner and form aforesaid.

[Section X.] (Section X, P. I.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners shall, imme-
diately after the appeals are over, regulate the assessments ac-
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cording to the alterations made, and cause their clerks to make
fair duplicates thereof, in alphabetical order, or otherwise, as the
commissioners may direct; and it shall be the duty of each as-
sessor, on or before the day of appeal in each year, to return
two reputable citizens, who shall be freeholders of his ward or
township, to the commissioners, whose duty it shall be to appoint
one of them to be the collector; and if any person shall be ap-
pointed a collector as aforesaid, and refuse to serve, he shall for-
feit and pay a fine of twenty dollars, and another person shall
be appointed in his stead, but any person having served or paid
his fine as a collector shall not be obliged to serve the said office
again, within the term of ten years.

[Section XI.] (Section XI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of the com-

missioners within each county, from and after the passing of this -

act, to employ a suitable person for clerk, who shall keep the
books and accounts of the board, and record or file whatsoever
proceedings they may direct, and attest all orders and warrants
issued by them, and do and perform every other act and thing
whatsoever, which may pertain to his office as clerk; and shall re-
ceive for his services, such sum as the commissioners shall, at
their first meeting in each year, agree upon.

[Section XII.] (Section XTI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the clerks to the boards of com-
missioners, so as aforesaid appointed, shall keep fair books,
wherein shall be entered the name of the collector of each ward,
township or district, charging such collector with the amount
of the duplicate delivered him to collect, and crediting him with
allowances made after the appeal; for which purpose they shall
enter in said books the names of the persons abated or exoner-
ated, together with the abatements or exonerations, and the date
when made, and shall certify such allowance in the duplicates of
the collectors, to enable the treasurer to make settlements accord-
ingly; and the said clerks shall, moreover, keep an account of all
orders issued by the board for the payment of money, and enter
the same in numerical order in their books, and shall send a state-
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ment of the names of the respective collectors, with the sums.
wherewith each stands charged, to the county treasurer, as soon
as the duplicates are sent to the said collectors.

[Section XTIII.] (Section XIII, P. L.) And Dbe it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the treasurers within
the respective counties of this state shall hold their offices dur-
ing the terms for which they have been already respectively ap-
pointed, and the commissioners of the respective counties, or any
two of them, at the expiration thereof, and thenceforward annu-
ally, shall appoint a reputable citizen for treasurer, who shall
give bond, with sureties, to the satisfaction of the commissioners,
conditioned for the faithful exccution of the duties of his
office, and to account for all moneys which may come into his
hand in pursuance thereof, and that he will deliver to his succes-
sor in office all books of entry, papers, documents and other
things, which he may have or hold in right thereof, and pay him
the balance of all moneys due to the county; and in case of death,
removal from the county, or misbehavior in office of such treas-
urer, the said commissioners, or any two of them, are hereby au-
thorized and required to appoint another citizen to fill said office,

~whenever circumstances may require the same. Provided, That

nothing in this act contained shall anthorize any commissioners
within this commonwealth to appoint any judge of a court of jus-
tice, clerk or prothonotary of such courts, or any one of the said
commissioners, to be a treasurer in their respective counties.
[Section X1V.] (Section XIV, P. 1.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall be the duty of .
the treasurer to receive all moneys due and accruing to the
county, by or in consequence of this act, or otherwise, and pay
and disburse the same, for the discharge of the debts of the
county, on warrants drawn by the board of comissioners; and
the treasurer shall keep a just and true account of all moneys re-
ceived and disbursed, and hold and keep the same at all times
ready for the inspection of the commissioners, and shall, once in
three months, or oftener, if required, furnish the said commis-
sioners with a statement thereof, halanced to the day specified
by them, showing all the moneys received and disbursed during
the preceding terms, and the balance remaining in his hands, to-
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gether with the names of the collectors in whose hands any ar-
rearages of taxes, and the amount thereof, may be outstanding;
and shall, once in every year, settle his accounts and produce
his vouchers, which, being allowed by the commissioners, shall
by them be laid before the auditors appointed under the act
passed the thirtieth day of March, one thousand seven hundred
and ninety-one,! to settle the accounts of the commissioners and
treasurers of the respective counts of this state, who shall pro-

ceed to the settlement thereof, as by said act is directed; and the

commissioners shall allow the treasurer so much per cent. on all
moneys received and paid by him, as they shall from time to time
deem sufficient for his services, which, being approved of by the
auditors aforesaid, shall be in full for his services as treasurer.

[Section XV.] (Section XV, P. I.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners, or any two
of them, shall form a board in each county, and shall issue their
warrants, with the duplicates, to the respective collectors, there-
in authorizing and requiring them to demand and receive, of and
from every person in such duplicate named, the sum wherewith
such person stands charged; and within six weeks from the date
of such warrant, the said collectors shall pay all such moneys
as they may by that time have received to the treasurer, at a cer-
tain time and place to be mentioned in such warrant, at which
time and place the treasurer shall attend; and the board of com-
missioners shall, at the same time and place, make abatements
or allowances for mistakes, or indigent persons, after which the
collectors shall proceed to demand and receive the remainders
of the tax; and if any person shall neglect or refuse to make pay-
ment within thirty days from the time of such demand, it shall
be the duty of the said collectors to levy the said tax, by distress
and sale of the goods and chattels of said delinquent, giving ten
days’ public notice of such sale, by written or printed advertise-
ments; and in case goods and chattels cannot be found sufficient
to satisfy the same, with costs of suit, the said collector shall be
authorized to take the body of such delinquent, and convey him
to the gaol of the proper county, there to remain until the taxes,
with cost, be paid, or secured to be paid, or he he otherwise dis-
charged by due course of law.
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[Section XVI.] (Section XVI, P. L.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the collectors of the
several Wafds, townships and distriets, as aforesaid, shall, within
three months after having respectively received the corrected
duplicates, subsequent to the appeals, pay into the hands of the
respective treasurers the whole amount of the taxes charged and
assessed in such duplicate, without further delay, except such
sums as the commissioners may, in their discretion, exonerate
them from, on pain of being answerable for and charged with the
whole balance so remaining unpaid; and all the estate, real and
personal, of such delinquent collectors shall be bound, as security
for the payment of such balance, at and from the expiration of
the said three months, a transeript of which balance shall be then
entered by the treasurers with the prothonotaries, whose duty it
shall be to file the same, and which shall then operate, to all in-
tents and purposes, as if judgment were then entered against
them for such balance in a court of record, provided that such
balance shall not be a lien on such delinquent’s property for a
longer term than two years.

[Section XVIL.] (Section XVII, P. I.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all fines and forfeitures
under this act, not otherwise provided for, shall be recoverable
before any justice of the peace as debts under twenty pounds, at
the suit of the county treasurers, respectively, for the use of the
respective county; and all inhabitants and taxables of such
county shall be lawful witnesses on any trial concerning such
fines and forfeitures.

[Section XVIIL] (Section XVIII, P. I.) And be it fur-
ther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person shall be
reappointed a collector, who has not finally settled and paid off
the whole amount of the balance due on former duplicates, or
given security for the payment thereof; and if any person, who
has heretofore been or hereafter shall be a collector of taxes, and
shall have neglected or refused, or shall neglect or refuse, to pay
the treasurer of the respective county within the time limited by
law, all the sums of moneys which shall be due on his duplicate,
excepting such sum as may be allowed by the commissioners for
unavoidable losses, or for services for collecting, as is herein-
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after mentioned, the treasurer is hereby authorized and required
to issue his warrant, under his hand and seal, directed to the
sheriff or coroner of the proper county, commanding him to take
the body, and seize and secure all the estate, real and personal,
of such delinquent collector, or which, in case of the death of the
collector, may come into the hands or possession of his heirs, ex-
ecutors or administrators, and make return thereof to such treass
urer, at such time and place as he shall appoint in his said war-
rant.

[Section XIX.] (Section XIX, P. I.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when the said lands and

estates are secured as aforesaid, the treasurer of the proper

county shall call a meeting of the board of commissioners, who
are hereby required to attend, of which meeting he shall in his
said warrant have notified the said delinquent collector, and if
the arrearages are not then immediately discharged, the commis-
sioners shall, and they are hereby empowered and required, to
issue their warrant to the sheriff or coroner of the proper county,
empowering and requiring him to sell, at public sale, all such es-
tates as shall be so seized and secured, or any part thereof, giving
ten days’ previous notice of such sale, by written or printed ad-
vertisements, and to bring the money arising from such sale to
the commissioners who granted the warrant, at the time and
place mentioned therein, in order to satisfy and pay the respec-
tive county treasurer the sum or balance that shall be so unpaid,
or detained in the hands of the said collectors, or their heirs, ex-
ecutors or administrators, returning the overplus, if any, to the
owner, after all necessary charges are deducted.

[Section XX.] (Section XX, P. L.) And be it further
enacted by the anthority aforesaid, That when any sale of lands
tenements or hereditaments shall be made by such sheriff or cor-
oner, pursuant to this act, the conveyance thereof shall be by
deed, executed and acknowledged in the court of common pleas
of the proper county by the sheriff or coroner, or their successors
in office, to such person or persons as shall purchase the same,
in fee simple or otherwise, which shall be most absolute and avail-
able in law against the said delinquents, their heirs and assigns,

25—XVI
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and if any delinquent collector has removed or shall remove into
any other county within this state, or shall have any estate, real
or personal, in such other county or counties, and which shall
not have been bone fide, and for a valuable counsideration, dis-
posed of, any process to be issued in pursuance of this act may
be directed to the sheriff or coroner of any such other county or
counties, and shall be proceeded on as in and by this act is di-
rected in the case before mentioned.

[Section XXI.] (Section XXI, P. L.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any sheriff or coroner,
who has heretofore received, or hereafter shall receive, any money
or moneys for taxes, by virtue of their respective offices, and the
laws in such cases provided, shall neglect or refuse, within twenty
days after demand made by the treasurer of the proper county, to
render a just and true account thereof, or to pay the same to such
treasurer, a warrant or warrants shall be issued by the commis-
sioners against such delinquent sheriff or coroner, in like manner,
and such proceedings shall thereon be had to final judgment,
execution and sale, as are in and by this act directed respecting
delinquent collectors, with this difference only, that if such de-
linquent officer, at the time or times of the commencement of such
proceedings against him or them, continued to be in office, the
warrant or warrants to be issued against him or them, in pur-
suance hereof, shall be directed to the other officer, either sheriff
or coroner, of the proper county, as the case may be, who shall
proceed thereon in like manner, as any sheriff or coroner may or
can do under this act in like cases; and the property, real and
personal, of such sheriff or coroner shall in such cases be as liable
to be seized in such other county or counties, and the like pro-
ceedings had on the same, as on the property of delinquent col-
lectors is directed by the ninteenth section of this act.

[Section XXII.] (Section XXII, P. I.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That each of the commis-
sioners shall be allowed, out of the county stock, the sum of one
dollar and thirty-three cents, and no more, for every day’s atten-
dance on the duties of his office; and each assessor and assistant
assessor shall be allowed, out of the county stock, the sum of one
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dollar, for each and every day’s attendance on the duties of their
offices respectively ; and each collector shall retain, at a final set-
tlement of his duplicate, the sum of five per cent. on all moneys
by him so collected, which shall be allowed to him by the treas-
urer, and credited accordingly, and shall be in full compensation

-for his services as collector.

[Section XXIIL] (Section XXIII, P. I.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any of the said com-
missioners shall neglect or refuse to do his or their duty in office,
he or they, so offending, shall, on conviction thereof before the
court of quarter sessions of the proper county, be fined, for every
such offence, in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars; and
if any treasurer appointed by virtue of this act shall neglect or
refuse to do and perform the duties of his office, he shall, on con-
viction before the court of quarter sessions of the proper county,
be fined in any sum not exceeding two hundred dollars, and be
disqualified from holding his office, which fines, by virtue of a
writ of fieri facias issuing from such court, and directed to the
sherift or coroner where such offender or his estate is, at the time
of issuing such writ, shall be levied by distress and sale of goods
and chattels, lands and tenements, of such person so refusing or
neglecting; and if any assessor, assistant assessor or collector,
having taken upon themelves to perform the duties of their
offices, respectively, according to this act, shall neglect or refuse
to comply with their respective orders or warrants, issued to them
by the commissioners in pursuance of this act, or shall not do and
perform the duties hereby enjoined on them, each of them, so neg-
lecting or refusing, shall be fined by the board of commissioners
of the proper county in any sum not exceeding forty dollars.

[Section XXIV.] (Section XXIV, P. L.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when the inhabitants of
any county shall be desirous to have a bridge erected or repaired
on any public road over any water, they shall apply, by petition,
to the judges of the court of quarter sessions of the proper county,
stating the place and circumstances of the case, with the prob-
able expense, and the said court shall give said petition in charge
to the grand juyy, who shall consider of the propriety of erecting
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or repairing the same; and if the court and jury shall approve
thereof, the court shall make an order on the commissioners, re-
quiring them to cause the same to be erected or repaired, in the
manner prayed for, or in any other manner, to be directed by the
said court and jury, and thereupon the said commissioners shall,
as soon as conveniently may be done, carry the said order into,
effect.

[Section XXV.] (Section XXV, P. L.) And be further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the goods and chattels
of all tenants occupying any lands or tenements within this state
shall be as liable to be distrained for taxes, arising out of such
lands and tenements, as though the gaid tenants were the real
owners thereof. Provided nevertheless, That such tenant shall
have the benefit of defalcating such tax with his landlord, at the
payment of his rents, unless specially agreed upon otherwise by
contract or lease; and all unseated lands, held by location, war-
rant or patent, within this state, shall be valued and assessed in
the same manner and form as any other property, but the collec-
tion of the taxes by sale arising from the same shall be stayed by
the commissioners of the proper county, until three months’ no-
tice is given in three of the daily papers of the city of Philadel-
phia, and in one other newspaper in or nearest to the county
where such land is situate, that one or more year’s tax is due on
the unseated land in said county; and the expenses of such publi-
cation shall be at the proper cost of the delinquents; and if any
tax due as aforesaid shall, at the expiration of three months, re-
main unpaid, the commissioners shall make a statement of said
land, designating the title as near as may be with the amount of
the tax assessed on each tract, and publish the same three months
in the nearest public newspaper, and three times in at least three
of the daily newspapers in the city of Philadelphia; and the com-
missioners shall thereupon, if the tax be not then paid, issue their
warrant, under their hands and seals, to the sheriff or coroner,
directing him to make sale of the whole, or any part thereof, as
he may find necessary, for the payment of the taxes thereon, with
all costs necegsarily aceruing; and the proceedings therein shall
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be the same as is herein directed for the sale of the estate of de-
linquent collectors; and deeds of unseated lands so sold shall be
executed in open court, as therein directed.

[Section XXVI.] (Section XXVI, P. I.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners of
each county within this commonwealth shall have and use one
common seal, for the purpose of sealing their proceedings, and
that copies of the same, when signed and sealed by the said com-
missioners and attested by their clerk, shall be good evidence of
such proceedings on the trial of any cause in any of the courts
within this commonwealth. h

[Section XXVII.] (Section XXVII, P. L.) And be it further
enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners of
each and every county shall publish a fair and accurate state-
ment of all receipts and expenditures of the preceding year, for
four days at least, in one or more of the newspapers printed in
their counties respectively, wherein a newspaper is or shall be
printed, and where no paper is or shall be printed, then in at
least fifty hand bills, to be set'up in the most publie places in the
county, in the month of February, annually, under penalty of one
hundred dollars each, to be recovered by the prothonotary of the
county, and paid into the treasury, for the use of the county; and
the said statement shall enumerate the respéctive sums paid by
each ward or township within the said city and county, and also
designate the various sums expended for the support of the
prisons, the pay of each commissioner and their clerks, the re-

pairs of old or erection of new bridges, and the sums paid to in-
dividuals for lands over which roads have been laid out, with
such other items, as they may judge will have a tendency to con-
vey general information on the various transactions of the year.

[Section XX VIIL] (Section XVIII, P. I.) And be it fur-
ther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That so much of all for-
mer lawg of this commonwealth, as relates to, or any way directs,
the raising of county rates and levies, are hereby repealed and
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declared null and void. Provided, That nothing herein contained

shall prevent the collection of any tax or taxes laid under any
former law or laws.

Passed April 11, 1799. Recorded L. B. No. 7, p. 38, etc. See Act
of February 10th, 1800, Chapter 2101, as to assessors in Wesgt-
moreland County.

CHAPTER MMXCVI.

AN ACT DECLARING THE MARRIAGE OF ALEXANDER DE TILLY AND
MARIA MATILDA DE TILLY (LATE MARIA MATILDA BINGHAM) TO
BE FRAUDULENT, NULL AND VOID. -

Whereas the marriage contract, whether it is considered as a
religious or as a civil institution, ought, above all contracts, to
be free from fraud, artifice and collusion, and it hath accord-
ingly been the policy of virtuous and enlightened legislators of
every age and country to annul the same, whenever it appears
(among other flagrant causes) that either party, being of tender
years, hath been seduced and ensnared by menaces, intimida-
tion, imposition, falsehood and deceit, to enter clandestinely into
so important an engagement, without the consent or privity of
parents, guardians ov friends

And whereas it hath been represented, and satisfactorily
proved, to the general assembly of this commonwealth that a cer-
tain French emigrant named Alexander de Tilly (commonly
called Count de Tilly) did, by bribing and corrupting the ser-
vants of William Bingham of the city of Philadelphia, commence
and prosecute a seeret correspondence with Maria M. de Tilly
(then Maria M. Bingham) the daughter of the said William Bing-
ham, of the tender age of fifteen years or thereabouts, and in
the course of such correspondence, by acts the most seducing,
fraudulent and iniquitous, as well as by menace and intimida-
tions, ensnared the said Maria M. de Tilly (then Maria M. Bing-

1Chapter 1543.



