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CHAPTER MMCDIII.

AN ACT TO RATIFY ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA,
AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF TIlE UNITED STATES,
RELATIVE TO THE CHOOSING OF A PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

Whereas,in purusuanceof the fifth article of the constitu-
tion of the UnitedStates,a certainamendment,in lieu of the
third paragraphof the first section of the secondarticle of
the constitutionof the United States,has beenproposedby
the Congressof the United States,two-thirds of bothhouses
concurring, for the considerationof the legislature of the
several states:And whereas,the legislatureof Pennsylvania,
having maturely (leliberatedthereon,have resolvedto adopt
an~dratify the same, as hereinafterrecited, as part of the
constitutionof the United States:Therefore,

Section I. (Section I, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenacted
by the anthority of the same,That the following amendment
of the constitutionof the United Statesproposedby the Con-
gressthereof,viz. “The electorsshallmeetin their respective
states,andvote, by ballot, for presidentand vice president,
oneof whoiii at leastshall not be an inhabitant of time same
state with themselves,they shah namein their ballots, the

person voted for as president, and in distinct ballots the
personvoted for as vice president;andthey shall make dis-
thict hi~tsof all personsvoted for as president, and of all
personsvoted for as vice president, and of the number of
votes for each; which list they shall sign and certify, and
transmit, sealed,to theseatof the governmentof the United
States,directed to the presidentof the senate;the president
of the senateshall, in the presenceof the senateandhouse
of representatives,openall the certificates,andthe votesshall
then be counted; time person having the greatest number
of votes for president,shall be president,if suchnumberbe
a majority of the whole numberof electorsappointed;andif
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no personhave suchmajority, then from the personshaving
the highestnumbers,not exceedingthreeon the list of those
voted for as president, the house of representativesshall
chooseimmediately,by ballot, the president;but in choosing
the president,the votes shall be taken by states, the repre-
sentationfrom eachstatehavingonevote; a quorum, for this
purpose,shall consist of a member or members from two-
thirds of the states,and a majority of all the statesshall
be necessaryto a choice; and if the houseof representatives
shallnot chooseapresident,whenevertheright of choiceshall
devolveupon them, before the fourth day of March next fol-
lowing, then the vice presidentshall act as president,as in
the caseof the death or other constitutional disability of
the president;thepersonhavingthegreatestnumberof votes
as vice presidentshall be vice president,if suchnumber be a
majority of the whole number of electorsappointed; and if
no personhave a majority, then, from the two highestnum-
bers on the list, the senateshall choosethe vice president;
a quorum,for the purpose,shall consistof two-thirds of the
whole numberof senators,anda majority of the whole num-
ber shall be necessaryto a choice; but no personconstitu-
tionally ineligible to the office of presidentshall be eligible
to that of vice presidentof the United States,” in lieu of the
third paragraphof the first section of the secondarticle of
the constitution of the United States,be, and it is hereby
ratified on behalf of the state of Pennsylvania,to become,
whenratified by the legislaturesof threefourths of the sev-
eral states,part of the constitution of the United States.

ApprovedJanuary7, 1804. Recordedin L. B. No. 9, p. 268.

CHAPTER MMCDIV.

AN ACT ALTERING AND ERECTING CERTAIN ELECTION DISTRICTS IN
THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET.

Section I. (Section I, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenacted


