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CHAPTER MMCDXXX.

AN ACT DECLARING CLEARFIELD CREEK, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNT-
INGDON, AND SINEMAHONING CREEK, IN THE COUNTY OF LYCOM-
ING, PUBLIC HIGHWAYS.

Section I. (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenacted
by the authority of the same,That from and after the pass-
ing of this act, Clearfield creek, in the county of Hunting-
don, from the mouth to the forks thereof,at the greatElk
Lick, and Sinemahoningcreek, in the county of Lycoming,
from the mouth to the forks thereof,at the placecalled the
Driftwood, be, and the same are hereby declared public
streamsand highways, for the passageof boats, rafts and
other vessels;and it shall be lawful for the inhabitants or
others desirousof using the navigation of said streams,to
removeall natural obstructionstherefrom, subject neverthe-
lessto the provisionsof the act,entitled, “An actto authorize
any person or persons owning lands adjoining navigable
streamsof water declaredpublic highways, to erect dams
uponsuchstreams,for mills andother water-works;“ passed
the twenty-third day of March one thousandeight hundred
andtliree.~1~

ApprovedFebruary13, 1804. RecordedIn L. B. No. 9, p. 346.

Note (i). Chapter235~i,Supra this volume p. 297.

(2IIAPTER MMCDXXXI.

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ERECTION OF A HOUSEFOR THE EM-
PLOYMENT AND SUPPORTOF THE POOR IN THE COUNTY OF DELA-
WARE.

SectionI. (Section I, 1’. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in GeneralAssembly met, and it is herebyenacted
by the authority of the same,That a housefor the employ-
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ment andsupport of the poor shall be erectedin the county
of Delaware,in the mannerand under the conditionsherein-
after prescribedand enacted.

Section II. (Section II, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the electors of the said
countyof Delawareshall,at the generalelectionnext ensuing
the passingof this act, in the mannerprescribedfor the elec-
tion of membersof the houseof representativesof this com-
monwealth,elect sevenreputablecitizensof the said county,
whoseduty it shall be, on or beforethe first day of May next
after their election, to determineupon and fix the place on
which the said building shall be erected,and shall certify
their proceedingstherein,undertheir handsandseals,to the
clerk of the court of quartersessionsof the county of Dela-
ware, to be filed in his office; andthe said electorsshall also
electthreereputablecitizensof the said county, in like man-
ner, to be directors of the poor andof the houseof emp1oy~
ment for the county of Delaware,for the ensuingyear; and
thejudgesof electionof the said countyshall immediatelyon
receivingthe returnsfrom the severalelectiondistricts, and
castingup the numberof votes therein, or within threedays
thereafter,certify under their handsand sealsthe namesof
the personsso elected to fix on a proper site for the said
building, andthenamesof thedirectorssochosen,to the clerk
of the court of quartersessionsof the said county,who shall
file the said certificate in his office, andforthwith give notice
in writing to the said persons,and directors, of their being
elected;andthe said directors shall meetat the courthouse
in the said county, on the first Monday in November next
ensuingtheir election,anddivide themselvesby lot into three
classes,the placesof the first to be vacatedat the expiration
of the first year, of the secondat the expirationof the second
year,andof the third at the expiration of the third year; so
that those who shall be chosenafter the first election, and
in the modeaboveprescribed,mayservefor three years;and
one third be chosenannually.

SectionIII. (SectionIII, P.L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That every director elected in
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manneraforesaid,or appointedas is directedby the twelfth
section of this act, shall within ten daysafter he is notified
of suchelectionor appointment,andbefore he enterson the
duties of the said office, take an oath or affirmation, which
anyjusticeof thepeaceof the saidcountyis herebyauthorized
to administer, that he will dischargethe office of director of
the poor for the saidcounty, truly, faithfully and impartially,
to the bestof his knowledgeandability; andin caseof neglect
or refusalto takethe saidoathor affirmation within the time
aforesaid,he shall forfeit andpaythe sum of ten dollars,for
the use of the poor of the said county; which fine shall be
recoveredby the directors, for the time being, as debts of
equalamountare or shall be by law recoverable.

SectionIV. (SectionIV, P.L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the said directors shall for
everhereafter,in nameand in fact, be one body politic and
corporatein law, to all intents andpurposeswhatsoeverre-
lating to the poor of the said county of Delaware;and shall
have perpetualsuccession,and may sue and be sued, plead
and be impleaded,by the name, style and title of “The di-
rectorsof the poor andof the houseof employmentfor the
countyof Delaware,”andby that nameshallandmayreceive,
take and hold any lands, tenementsandhereditaments,not
exceedingthe yearly valueof five thousanddollars; andany
goodsand chattelswhatsoever,of the gift, alienation or be-
questof anypersonor personswhatsoever,to purchase,take
andhold anylands andtenementswithin their county, in fee
simple or otherwise,anderectsuitable buildings thereon,for
the reception, use and accommodationof the poor of their
respectivetownships, to provide all things necessaryfor the
reception,lodging, maintenanceandemploymentof the said
poor, to appoint a treasurerannually, who shall give bond
with sufficient surety, for the faithful dischargeof the duties
of his office, andthat at the expiration thereof he will, well
andtruly pay and deliver over to his successor,all monies,
bonds, notes,books, accounts,and other papers,to the said
corporationbelonging,which shall then be remainingin his
hands,custodyandpossession,to employ andat pleasurere-
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move a stewardor stewards,matron or matrons,physician,
or physicians,surgeonor surgeons,and all other necessary
attendantsfor the said poor respectively,to bind out as ap-
prentices,so that such apprenticeshipmay expire, if males
at or before the ageof twenty-oneyears,if femalesat or be-
fore the age of eighteenyears, such poor children as shall
comeundertheir notice, or as maynow be boundapprentices
by the overseersof the poor, and to exerciseand enjoy all
otherpowersnow vestedin the overseersof the poor, as are
not hereingrantedor supplied; and the said directors shall
beempoweredto useonecommonsealin all businessrelating
to the said corporation, and the same at their pleasureto
alter or renew.

SectionV. (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the said directors, as soon
as may beafter their electionandorganizationas aforesaid,
shall makeanestimateof theprobableexpenceof purchasing

~the lands, erecting the necessarybuildings, and furnishing
the same,and maintainingthe poor within the said county
for oneyear;whereuponthe county commissionersof thesaid
county shall, and they are herebyauthorized andrequired,
to increasethecountytax by one-fourthpart of the sumneces-
sary for the purposesaforesaid,andshall procureon loan on
the credit of the taxes herein directed to be levied, the re-
maining three-fourths thereof to be repaid in installments
with interest out of the county taxes:Provided always,that
if such loan cannot be made, the whole amount of the sum
necessaryfor the purposesaforesaid,or suchpart thereof as
may be deemedproper, shall immediately be added to the
countytax, to be paid by the countytreasurerto the directors
aforesaid,on orders drawn in their favor by the county com-
missioners,as the samemaybe foundnecessary.

SectionVI. (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the said directors shall at
least oncein every year, render an accountof all the monies
by them received and expended,to the auditors appointed
to audit andsettle the countyaccounts,subject to the same
penalties,rules and regulationsas are by law directed re-
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spectingthe accountsof the county commissioners;andshall
alsoatleast oncein everyyearlay beforethe courtof quarter
sessions,andgrandjury of the said county,a list of thenum-
ber, agesandsexesof the personsmaintainedand employed
in the saidhouseof employment,or supportedor assistedby
them elsewhere,and of the children by them bound out to
apprenticeshipas aforesaid, with the namesof the masters
or mistresses,andtheir tradeoccupationor calling; andshall
at all times when thereuntorequired, submit to the inspec-
tion andfree examinationof suchvisitors as shall from time
to time be appointedby the court of quarter sessionsof the
said county, all their books andaccounts,together with the
rents,interestsandmoniespayableandreceivableby the said
corporation, and also an accountof sales, purchases,dona-
tions, devisesand bequests,as shall have beenmade by or
to them.

Section1711. (Section VII, P. L.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That as soon as the said
buildingsshall beerected,andall necessaryaccommodations
provided therein,noticesshall be sent, signedby any two of
thedirectors,to the overseersof thepoor of the severaltown-
ships of the said county of Delaware,requiring them forth-
with to bring the poor of their respectivetownshipsto the
saidhouseof employment,which order the said overseersare
hereby enjoined and required to comply with, or otherwise
to forfeit the cost of all future maintenance;exceptin cases
whenby sicknessor other sufficient cause,any poor person
cannot be removed, in which casethe said overseersshall
representthe sameto the nearestjustice of the peace,who,
being satisfied of the truth thereof, shall certify the same
to the said directors, and at the same time issue an order
underhis hand andsealto the said overseers,directing them
to maintain such poor, until such time as he or she shall
be in a situation to be removed,andthen to convey the said
pauper,anddeliver him or her to the steward or keeperof
the said houseof employment,together with the said order;
and the chargeandexpenceof such temporary relief, andof
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such removal, shall bepaidby the said directorsat a reason-
able allowance.

SectionVIII. (SectionVIII, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby theauthorityaforesaid,That thesaiddirectorsshall,
from time to time, receive,providefor andemploy, according
to the true intent andmeaningof this act, all such poor and
indigent personsas shall be entitled to relief, or shall have
gained a legal settlementin the said county of Delaware,
andshall be sentthere by an order or warrant for that pur-
pose, under the hands and seals of any two justices of the
peace,directed to any constableof the said county of Dela-
ware, or to the overseersof the propertownship in anyother
county of this commonwealth,and to the said directors of
the poor andof the houseof eniployinent of the said county
of Delaware; andthe said directors are hereby authorized,
whenthey shall deemit proper and convenientso to do, to
permitanypoor personor personsto bemaintainedelsewhere.

Section IX. (SectionIX, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authOrity aforesaid, That the said directors, or any
two of them, who shall be a quorumin all casesto do busi-
iiess, shallhavefull power to makeandordain all suchordi-
nances,rules andregulations,astheyshall think proper,con-
venientandnecessary,for thedirection, governmentandsup-
port of the poor and houseof employmentaforesaid, andof
the revenuesthereuntobelonging,andof all suchpersonsas
shall comeunder their careor cognizance;Provided,thesame
henot repugnantto this law, or anyother of the laws of this
state or of the United States:And provided also, that the
sameshall not haveany force or effect until they shall have
been submitted to the court of common pleas for the time
beingof the saidcountyof Delaware,andshallhavereceived
the approbationof the saidcourt.

SectionX. (SectionX, P. L.) And he it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That a quorum of tile said di-
rectorsshall, andthey are herebyenjoined and required to
meetat the said houseof employmentat least oncein every
month, andvisit the apartments,andsee that the poor are
comfortably supported,andhear all complaints, andredress
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or causeto be redressed,all grievanceswhich may happen
by the neglect or misconduct of any person or personsin
their employmentor otherwise.

SectionXI. (SectionXI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,That thesaid directorsshall, each
of them, receivefor their servicestwenty dollars per annum,
to defray the expencesof their necessaryattendanceon the
duties of their offices.

Section XII. (SectionXII, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authorityaforesaid,That in caseof anyvacancy
by death,resignation,removal,neglect,refusal, or otherwise,
of anyof the saiddirectors,the remaining directorsshall fill
suchvacancyby appointmentof acitizen of their said county,
underthe samepenaltyasis providedfor in the third section
of this act, to serveuntil thenext generalelection,when an-
other director shall be electedto servefor the period which
suchdirector was to haveservedif no suchvacancyhadhap-
pened.

SectionXIII. (SectionXIII, P. L.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid,That all the monieswhich
shall be remainingin the handsof the overseersof the poor
of the several townships of Delaware county, at the time
when the first county poor tax shall be assessed,levied and
collected,shallbepaidoverby thesaidoverseersto thesuper-
visors of the highways of their respectivetownships, to be
by themappliedtowardsthe repairing of the roadstherein.

SectionXIV. (SectionXIV, P. L.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid,That as soon as the poor
of the county of Delaware shall be removed to the house
of employmentof the saidcounty,the office of overseerof the
poor within the said county shall from thenceforth be
abolished.

Section XV. (SectionXV, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authority aforesaid,That so much of the laws
of the commonwealthrelating to the poor of the county of
Delaware,as is by this act alteredor supplied, be and the
sameis herebyrepealed.
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SectionXVI. (SectionXVI, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authority aforesaid,That the powersconferred
and duties imposedon the overseersof the poor in and by
“An act to empowerthe overseersandguardiansof the poor
of theseveraltownshipswithin this commonwealthto recover
certain fines, penalties and forfeitures, and for other pur-
poses,”~1~areherebyconferredandimposedon the supervisors
of the highwaysin the said county of Delaware;andthat the
justices of the peaceand sheriff within the said county, are
herebyrequiredandenjoinedto pay to thesaidsupervisors,to
be by themappliedto the repairof thehighways,theaforesaid
fines, penalties and forfeitures within the time, and in the
mannerprescribedby thesaidact for the paymentthereofin
othercounties,to the overseersof the poor, andto give notice
of the receiptthereof to the saidsupervisors,within the time
and in the manneraforesaid; and that for any neglector
refusalto perform anyof the dutiesenjoinedon them by the
said act, the said justicesof the peaceandsheriff in the said
county, shall be subject to all the fines, penalties and for-
feituresto which the justicesof thepeaceandsheriffs in other
countiesareby the saidactsubjectandliable.

Section XVII. (SectionXVII, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby the authority aforesaid, That the commissioners
of the said countyare herebyauthorizedandempoweredto
pay to the personswho are appointedby this act to fix the
placewherethebuildings for the accommodationof the poor
in said countyshall be erected,such sumsof moneyas will
be sufficient to reImbursethem for their expences,and also
to payto each of the said directors such sum of money as
(togetherwith the annualsum allowedthem by this act) may
be in the opinion of the commissionersa reasonablecompen-
sation for their servicesduring the time they are employed
in erectingthe buildings aforesaid.

ApprovedFebruary13, 1804. RecordedIn L. B. No. 9, p. 347.
Note (‘). Chapter3398; Supra, this volume, p. 498.


