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shall be andremain as firm, valid andeffectual in law to all
intentsandpu~poseswhatsoever,as it would havebeenif the
saidBunel hadbeena citizen of the UnitedStatesat the time
hepurchasedthesaidreal estate,anything in the act,entitled
“An actto enablealiensin certaincases,to purchaseandhold
realestatewithin this commonwealth,”~2~o~in any otheract
to the contrarynotwith1standing.

ApprovedMarch 10, 1806. Recordedin L. B. No. 10, p. 272.
Note (1). Chapter1~96.13 Statutesat Large, p. 222.
Note (‘). Chapter2088. 16 Statutesat Large, p. 337.

CHAPTER MMDCLXVIII,

AN ACT TO PROVIDEFOR THE ERECTION OF A HOUSE FOR THE EM-
PLOYMENT AND SUPPORTOF THE POOR,IN THE COUNTY OF MONT-
GOMERY.

Section I. (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenacted
by the authority of the same,That assoonas the debts now
owing anddueby the county of Montgomeryshall havebeen
paid, andthe bridgeswhich havebeenadjudged,by viewers
legally appointedfor that purpose,necessaryfor the accommo~
dation of the public shall havebeenerected,it shall be in the
power of the commissionersof the said county, with the con-
sent and approbationof the court of Quarter Sessionsand
grand jury of the samecounty, to direct that a housefor the
employmentandsupportof the poor beerectedtherein.

Section II. (Section II, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the-authority aforesaid,That as soonas the saidcommis-
loners with the consentof the said court and grand jury,
shall have directed the said houseto be erected,they shall
givenotice of suchdeterminationto thesheriff of their county;
whothereuponshall givenoticeby public advertisements,that
the electorsof the said county of Montgomery, shall at the
generalelectionnext ensuing,and in the mannerprescribed
for the election of membersof the houseof representatives



1806] The iS’tatwtesat Large of Pennsylvania, 133

of this commonwealth,elect sevenreputablecitizens of the
said county; who, or a majority of whom shall, on or be-
fore the first day of May next aftertheir election,determine
upon and fix the placeon which the said buildings shall be
erected;and shall certify their proceedingstherein, under
their handsand seals,to the clerk of the court of Quarter
Sessionsof the countyof Montgomery,to be filed in his office;
and thesaid electorsshall also elect threereputablecitizens
of thesaid countyin like manner,to be directorsof thepoor,
andof the houseof employmentfor the countyof Montgom-
ery,for theensuingyear;andthejudgesof electionof thesaid
countyshall, immediately on receivingthe returns from the
severalelectiondistricts, and castingup the numberof votes
therein, or within threedaysthereafter,certify undertheir
handsand sealsthenamesof the personsso electedto fix on
a propersite for the said building; and thenamesof the di-
rectorsso chosento the clerk of thecourtof QuarterSessions
of thesaidcounty,who shall file thesaid certificatein his of-
fice, and forthwith give notice in writing to the said persons
and directors,of their beingelected; and the said directors
shall meetat the court housein the said countyon the first
Mondayin Novembernext ensuingtheir election,and divide
themselvesby lot into threeclasses,the place of the first to
bevacatedat theexpirationof th~first year,of thesecondat
theexpirationof the secondyear,andof the third at the ex-
piration of the third year;so that thosewho shall be chosen
after thefirst election,andin themodeaboveprescribed,may
servefor threeyears;and one third be chosenannually:Pro-
vided always,and be it furtherenacted,that it shall be law-
ful for the said sevencitizens, or a majority of them, to re-
ceiveproposalsfor thesaleof landswhereonto erectthe said
buildings,andaccommodatethesame,andto contractfor and
hold the same,andtake conveyancestherefor,in thenameof
and for theuseof thesaidcorporation.

SectionIII. (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,Thateachdirectorelectedin man-
ner aforesaid,or appointedasis directedby the twelfth see-
tion of this act, shall, within ten daysafter he is notified of
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suchelectionor appointment,andbeforehe enterson the du-
ties of the said office, takeanoathor affirmation,which any
justice of the peaceof the said county is herebyauthorized
to administer,that he will dischargethe office of director of
thepoor for thesaid county,truly, faithfully andimpartially,
to thebestof his knowledgeandability; andin caseof neglect
orrefusalto takethesaid oathor affirmation within thetime
aforesaid,he shall forfeit andpaythesum of tendollars, for
theuseof thepoorof the saidcounty; which fine shallbere-
coveredby thedirectors,for thetime being,asdebtsof equal
amountareor shallbeby law recoverable.

SectionIV. (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,That the said directorsshall for-
everhereafter,in nameand in fact, be one body politic and
corporatein law, to all intents andpurposeswhatsoever,re-
latingto thepoorof thecountyof Montgomery,andshallhave
perpetualsuccession,andmay sueandbe sued,pleadandbe
impleaded,by the name,style and title of “The Directorsof
the Poorand of the Elouseof Employmentfor the County of
Montgomery,”and by that nameshall and may receive,take
and holdany lands,tenementsandhereditaments,not exceed-
ing the yearlyvalue of ten thousanddollars; and any goods
andchattelswhatsoever,of the gift, alienationor bequestof
anypersonor personswhomsoever;to purchase,takeandhold
any landsandtenementswithin their county,in fee simpleor
otherwise;and erect suitablebuildings thereon, for the re-
ception,useandaccommodationof thepoorof their county;to
provide all thingsnecessaryfor the reception,lodging, main-
tenanceandemploymentof thesaid poor; to appointa treas-
urer annually,who shallgive bondwith sufficient surety,for
thefaithful dischargeof the dutiesof his office; and that at
the expirationthereofhe will well and truly pay anddeliver
overto his successorall monies,bonds,notes,books,accounts
and other papers,to the said corporationbelonging, which
shall thenbe remainingin hi~hands,custodyandpossession;
to employ, andat pleasureto removea stewardor stewards,
matronor matrons,physicianor physicians,surgeonor sur-
geons,and all othernecessaryattendantsfor the said poor
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respectively;to bind out asapprentices,sothat suchappren-
ticeshipsmayexpire,if males,at or beforetheageof twenty-
one years,if females,at or beforethe age of eighteenyears,
suchpoorchildren asshallcomeundertheir notice,or asmay
beboundapprenticesby theoverseersof thepoor; andto exer-
cise and enjoy all suchotherpowersnow vestedin theover-
seersof thepoor,asarenot hereingrantedandsupplied;and
thesaiddirectorsshallbeempoweredto useone commonseal
in all businessrelatingto thesaidcorporation,andthe same
at their pleasureto alter andrenew.

SectionV. (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thatthesaid directorsassoonas
may be after their election and organizationas aforesaid,
shallmakeanestimateof theprobableexpenseof purchasing

the lands, erectingthe necessarybuildings, and furnishing
the same;whereuponthe commissionersof the said county
shall, andtheyareherebyauthorizedandrequiredto increase
thecountytax by onefourth of thesumnecessaryfor thepur-
posesaforesaid;shall procureon loan on the credit of the
taxesherein to be levied, the remainingthreefourthsto be
paidin installmentswith interestoutof thecountytaxes:Pro-
vided always,that if suchloan cannotbe made,the whole
amount of the sum necessaryfor the purposesaforesaid,or
suchpart thereofasmaybedeemedproper,shallimmediately
beaddedto thecountytax, to bepaidby thecountytreasurer
to thedirectorsaforesaid,on ordersdrawnin their favor by
the county commissionersas the samemay be foundneces-
sary.

SectionVI. (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That it shall be the duty of the
said directors,or a majority of them, immediatelyaftertheir
first election,and so annuallyforeverthereafter,to makean
estimateof the sumnecessaryfor the supportof the poor of
the said county, for the yearensuingthe making suchesti-
mate,and shall forward the sameto the countycommission-
ers,who shallprovideby tax or otherwise,the sumrequired
by suchestimate,and paythe sameover to the treasurerof
the said corporation.
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Section VII. (SectionVII, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthesaiddirectorsshall,
atleastoncein everyyear,renderanaccountof all themonies
by themreceivedand expended,to theauditorsappointedto
audit and settlethecountyaccounts,subjectto the samepen-
alties, rules and regulationsasareby law directedrespect-
ing the accountsof the countycommissioners;andshall also,
at leastoncein everyyear, lay beforethe court of quarter
sessionsand grandjury of the saidcounty, a list of thenum-
ber, agesand sexesof the personsmaintainedand employed
in the said houseof employment;or supportedor assistedby
them elsewhere;andof thechildrenby themboundout to ap-
prenticeshipsasaforesaid,with the namesof the mastersor
mistresses,and their trade,occupationor calling; andshall
atall times,whenthereuntorequired,submitto theinspection
and free examinationof such visitors as shall from time to
time be appointedby the court of Quarter Sessionsof the
said county,all their booksand accounts,togetherwith the
rents,interestsandmoniespayableandreceivableby thesaid
corporation,andalso an accountof all sales,purchases,dona-
tions, devisesand bequests,asshall have beenmadeby or to
them.

Section VIII. (SectionVIII, P. L.) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid,That as soon as the said
buildingsshall be erected,and all necessaryaccommodations
provided therein, noticesshall be sent, signed by any two of
thesaid directors,to theoverseersof thepoor of the several
townshipsof the said county of Montgomery, requiringthem
forthwith to bring the poor of their respectivetownshipsto
thesaidhouseof employment;which orderthe saidoverseers
areherebyenjoinedandrequiredto complywith, or otherwise
to forfeit the cost of all future maintenance,exceptin cases
when by sicknessor other sufficient cause,any poor person
cannotbe removed; in which casethe said overseersshall
representthe same to the nearestjustice of the peace,who
beingsatisfiedof the truth thereof,shall certify the sameto
thesaid directors,andat the sametime issuean orderunder
his handand sealto the overseers,directingthem to maintain
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suchpoor, until suchtime as he or sheshall be in a situation
to be removed,andthento conveythesaidpauper,anddeliver
him or her to the stewardor keeperof the said houseof em-
ployment,togetherwith the saidorder;andthechargeandex-
penseof such temporaryrelief, andof such removal,shall be
paidby the saiddirectorsat a reasonableallowance.

SectionIX. (SectionIX, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,That thesaid directorsshall, from
time to time, receive,providefor andemploy,accordingto the
true intent andmeaningof this act,all suchpoorandindigent
personsas shallbe entitled to relief; or shallhavegained a
legal settlementin the said countyof Montgomery,andshall
besentthereby an orderor warrantfor that purpose,under
the handsandsealsof anytwo justices of the peace,directed
to any constableof the said county of Montgomery,or to the
overseersof the proper township in anyother countyof this
commonwealth,andto the said directors of the poor and of
the houseof employmentof the said county of Montgomery;
andthe saiddirectorsare herebyauthorized,whenthey shall
deemit proper andconvenientso to do, to permit any poor
personor personsto bemaintainedelsewhere.

Section X. (SectionX, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thatthesaiddirectors,or anytwo
of them,who shall be a quorum in all casesto do business,
shallhavefull power to makeandordain all suchordinances,
rules and regulations,as they shall think proper,convenient
andnecessary,for the direction, governmentandsupport of
the poor andhouseof employmentaforesaid,andof thereve-
nues thereuntobelonging, and of all such personsas shall
come under their careor cognizance:Provided, the samebe
not repugnantto this law, or any other of the laws of this
state or of the United States:And provided also, that the
sameshall not haveany force or effect until they shallhave
beensubmittedto the court of CommonPleasfor the time be-
ing of the saidcountyof Montgomery,andshallhavereceived
the approbationof thesaid court.
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SectionXI. (SectionXI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,That a quorum of said directors
shall, andthey areherebyenjoinedand requiredto meet at
the saidhouseof employmentat leastoncein everymonth,
and visit theapartments,andseethat the poor are comfort-
ably supported,and hearall complaints,and redressor cause
to be redressed,all grievanceswhich mayhappenby the neg-
lect or misconductof any personor personsin their employ-
ment.

Section XII. (SectionXII, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authorityaforesaid,Thatthesaiddirectorsshall,
eachof them, receivefor their servicesforty dollars per an-
num, to defray the expensesof their necessaryattendanceon
the dutiesof their offices.

SectionXIII. (SectionXIII, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatin caseof any vacancy
by death,resignation,or otherwise,of any of the said direc-
tors, the remainingdirectorsshall fill such vacancyby ap-
pointmentof a citizen of their said county, underthe same
penaltyasis providedby the third sectionof thisact,to serve
until thenextgeneralelection,whenanotherdirector shallbe
electedto serveasif no suchvacancyhadhappened.

SectionXIV. (SectionXIV, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authority aforesaid,That all the monieswhich
shallbe remainingin thehandsof the overseersof the poor~
of the severaltownshipsof Montgomerycounty, at the time
when the first countypoor tax shall be assessed,levied and
collected,shallbepaid over by the said overseersto the su-
pervisorsof thehighwaysof their respectivetownships,to be
by themappliedtowardstherepairingof theroadstherein.

Section XV. (Section XV, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authorityaforesaid,Thatassoonas thepoorof
the countyof Montgomery,shall be removedto the houseof
employmentof the said county, the office of overseersof the
poor within the said county, shall from thenceforthbe abo].
ished.
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SectionXVI. (SectionXVI, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authority aforesaid,That as soonasthe afore-
saidbuildingsarecompleted,somuchof thelaws of this com-
monwealth,relatingto thepoorof thecountyof Montgomery,
asis by this actalteredor supplied,be, andthesameis hereby
repealed.

SectionXVII. (SectionXVII, P.L.) Andbe it furtheren-
actedby the authority aforesaid,That when the buildings
shall be completedasaforesaid,thepowersconferredand du-
tiesimposedon theoverseersof thepoor,in andby “an actto
empowerthe overseersandguardiansof the poor of the sev-
eral townshipswithin this commonwealth,to recovercertain
fines, penaltiesandforfeitures,andfor otherpurposes”°~shall
and herebyareconferredand imposedon the supervisorsof
thehighwaysin thesaidcountyof Montgomery;andthat the
justices of the peaceand sheriff within the said county, are
herebyrequiredandenjoinedto pay to thesaidsupervisors,to
be by them appliedto therepair of the highways,the afore-
saidfines,penaltiesandforfeitureswithin thetime, andin the
mannerprescribedby the said act for the paymentthereof
in othercounties,to the overseersof thepoor; andto give no-
tice of thereceiptthereofto the said supervisors,within the
time and in the manneraforesaid;and that for any neglect
or refusalto performany of the dutiesenjoined on them by
the said act, the said justices of the peaceand sheriff in the
said county,shallbe subjectto all the fines,penaltiesandfor-
feitures, to which the justices of the peace and sheriffs in
othercountiesareby the saidact subjectandliable.

SectionXVIII. (SectionXVIII, P. L.) And be it further
enactedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthecommissionersof
the said countyareherebyauthorizedandempoweredto pay
to thepersonswho areappointedby this act, to fix theplace
wherethebuildingsfor theaccommodationof thepoorin said
countyshall be erected,suchsumsof moneyaswill be suffi-
cient to reimbursefor their expenses,andalso to pay to each
of the said directorssuchsum of money as (togetherwith
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theannualsumallowedthemby this act,)maybe in theopin-
ion of thecommissionersa reasonablecompensationfor their
servicesduring the time they are employedin erectingthe
buildings aforesaid.~

ApprovedMarch 10, 1806. Recox’dedin L. B. No. 10, p. 278.
Note (~)Chapter 2398. 17 Statutesat Large, p. 498.
Note (~)For Supplementto theact in the text, seeChapter2744;

infra this volume, p. 233.

CHAPTER MMDCLXIX.

AN ACT GRANTING A SUM OF MONEY TO THE MRADVILLE SEMINARY,
IN THE COUNTY OF CRAWFORD.

SectionI. (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssembly met, and it is herebyenacted
by the authority of the same,Thatthe sum of one thousand
dollars,be, and thesameherebyis grantedout of any money
not heretoforeappropriated,which may be in the treasuryof
this commonwealth,to the trusteesof the Meadviile Seminary
of learning,to be paid on a warrantdrawnby the governor
for that purpose,to beappropriatedin suchjudicious manner
as they shall think most advantageousto promotethe pros-
perity of the said seminary.

ApprovedMarch10, 1806. Recordedin L. B. No. 10, p. 279.

CHAPTERMMDCLXX.

AN ACT IN AID OF THE COMPANY FOR ERECTING A BRIDGE OVER

THE RIVER DELAWARE, AT THE BOROUGH OF EASTON.

Whereasthe president,managersand company,for erect-
ing a bridge over the river Delaware,at the borough of
Easton,haverepresentedby their petitionto the legislature,
thattheyhaveactuallymadegreatprogressin theerectionof
thesaidbridge,andthat their existingfundswill in all prob-
ability enable them to completethe sameaccording to the
original design,andput it in a condition for public usein the


