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hereby appointed in the fourth section of this act, to the
. treasurer of the seminary of learning at Meadville, and to the
treasurer of the Meadville society for encouraging manu-
factures and the useful arts, and their respective receipts shall
be evidence of a full and complete discharge of the duty
hereby assigned to the said treasurer.

Section VII. (Section VII, P. L) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That all prizes not demanded
within twelve months next after the publication aforesaid,
shall be considered as relinquished for the benefit of the
aforesaid seminary of learning.

.Section VIIL. (Section VIIIL, P. L) And be it further en-
acted by the authority aforesaid, That the court of quarter
session of the peace, be, and the same is hereby authorized
- and required whenever it shall be necessary, to appoint two
judicious citizens, who with the county commissioners, shall
be auditors to adjust and settle the accounts of the commis-
sioners mentioned in the fourth section of this act; and the
said auditors shall allow the said commissioners respectively
such compensation for their services necessarily employed
under this act, as the said auditors shall think just and rea-
sonable; and it shall be the duty of the said auditors to re-
port to the court of quarter sessions of the peace, whether
the said commissioners have discharged the duties of their
trust according to the true intent and meaning of this act,
which report if approved of, the court shall direct that the
said commissioners be discharged from any further respon-
sibility.

Approved April 10, 1807. Recorded in L. -B. No. 11, p. 86.

CHAPTER MMDCCCLVI

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONERS OF DELAWARE COUNTY
TO LAY A TAX ON DOGS.

Section I. (Section I, P. L) Be it enacted by the Senate
and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted
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by the authority of the same, That whenever the grand jury
of the county of Delaware, shall be of opinion, that the in-
terest of the inhabitants of said county will be promoted by
laying a tax on dogs, they shall signify the same in writing
to the associate justices, who, if they concur in opinion with
the grand jury, shall transmit the said writing with their ap-
probation certified thereon, to the county commissioners, who
shall be and hereby are empowered to lay a tax upon the
owners of all dogs in their county, which shall be levied and
collected in the following proportions; for one dog twenty-
five cents; each additional dog such person may own, fifty
cents; to be assessed and collected in the same manner, and
by the same persbns as county rates and levies are assessed
and collected; and the money arising from said tax, shall be
appropriated and set apart, as a fund to remunerate such-
inhabitants of the county as may have their sheep destroyed
by dogs, or who may have their horses, cattle or swine bitten
by mad dogs.

Section II. (Section II, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That whenever an inhabitant of
the county of Delaware shall have one or more sheep de-
stroyed by a dog or dogs, or horses, cattle or swine bitten by
mad dogs, he or she may certify the same on oath or affirma-
tion, to be taken before a justice of the peace for the township
or district in which the said sheep were killed, or horses,
cattle or swine bitten by mad dogs, stating in said certificate
according to the best of his or her knowledge and belief,
whether the said sheep were destroyed, or horses, cattle or
swine bitten as aforesaid by his or her own dog or dogs, or
by some other, and if the latter shall appear to be the case,
the justice shall appoint two respectable freeholders of the
neighborhood to view and value under oath or affirmation
the sheep so killed, or horses, cattle or swine so bitten as
aforesaid, who are hereby empowered and required to ex-
amine any person or persons upon oath or affirmation touch-
ing the same who they may think can throw light thereon,
and they shall certify the result of their proceedings in writ-
ing under their hands, and upon the two certificates as afore-
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said being produced to the county commissioners, they shall
draw their warrant upon the treasurer of the county for the
~amount of said valuation; and the treasurer shall pay the
same out of the fund arising from the tax aforesaid, if so
much shall be in his hands; but if he shall not have a suffi-
ciency for that purpose, then the said warrant shall be held
by the person in whose favor it may be drawn, and shall have
preference of all warrants of later date in payment so soon
as a sufficient sum shall come into the fund to discharge the
same: Provided, that nothing in this act contained, shall be
construed to entitle any person to payment whose sheep may
be destroyed, or horses, cattle or swine bitten as aforesaid,
by his or her own dog or dogs.

Section III. (Section III, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That any dog keeping about or
making his stay at any house, shall be taken and deemed suf-
ficient evidence of ownership to enable the assessor to charge
the person with the tax, at whose house the dog or dogs may
be found, and nothing in this act contained shall be so con-
strued as to prevent the owner or possessor of any dog from
making full compensation for damage done by such dog, if
the said owner or possessor had had sufficient knowledge of
his or her dog or dogs making a former depredation of the
like nature; and had neglected to kill or secure the said dog
or dogs.® '

Approved April 10, 1807. Recorded in L. B.V No. 11, p. 88.
Note (*) See Chapter 3061; Infra, this volume, p. 1031, re-
pealing the act in the text and substituting other legislation.

CHAPTER MMDCCCLVII.

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF
CERTAIN ROADS IN THE WESTERN COUNTIES, AND AUTHORIZING
THE COURTS OF THE RESPECTIVE COUNTIES TO APPOINT FIT
PERSONS TO VIEW AND LAY OUT THE SAME,

Section I. (Section I, P. L) Be it enacted by the Senate
and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted
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