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ury within two years from the time of passingsaid act, the
balanceof the aforesaiddebt, viz. t~iesum of two thousand
three hundred andtwenty-five dollars. And whereasit has
beenrepresentedto the legislature,that the paymentof the
money within the time stipulatedwould, from a variety of
unforseencircumstances,be an oppressiveinconvenienceto
the citizensof Luzerne:Therefore,

SectionI. (SectionI,, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in GeneralAssemblymet, andit is herebyenacted
by the authority of the same,That the time allowed to the
commissionersof Luzerne.county, by an act passedthe nine-
teenthdayof March, onethousandeight hundredandseven,~~~
for the paymentof a certainsum of moneybe, andthe same
is hereby extendedin the following manner, that is to say,
Theyshallpayor causeto be paid,into thestatetreasuryon or
before the first day of Junenext, one thousanddollars, and
the remainingsumof onethousandthreehumdredandtwenty-
five dollars, on or before the first day of June,one thousand
eight hundred andten, with interest:Provided always, that
in caseof failure to comply with the provisionsof this act,
the grant of two thousanddollars heretofore madeto the

trusteesof WilkesbarreAcademy,shall revertto the common-
wealth, andthe commissionersof saidcountyshall thereupon
forthwith payor causeto bepaid over to thestatetreasurer,
the full sum of four thousandthreehundre~dandtwenty-five
dollars.

ApprovedMarch 16, 1809. Recordedin L. B. No. 11, p. 200.

Note (i), Chapter2790; Supra this volume, p. 422.

CHAPTER MMMLI.

AN ACT CONCERNINGLIBELS.

Section I. (Section I, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in GeneralAssemblymet, andit is herebyenacted
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by theauthorityof the same,Thatfrom andafter the passing
of this act no personshall be subject to prosecutionby in-
dictment in any of the courtsof this commonwealth,for the
publication of papersexaminingthe proceedingsof the legis-
lature or any branchof government,or for investigatihgthe
official conductof officers or menin public capacity.

Section II. (Section II, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That in all actions or criminal
‘prosecutionsof a libel, the defendantmay plead the truth
thereof in justification or give the samein evidence,and if
any prosecutionby indictment, or any action be instituted
against any person or personscontrary to the true intent
andmeaningof this act, thedefemd~ntor defendantsin such
action or indictment may plead this act‘in bar, or give the
same in evidence on the plea of not guilty: Provided, that
this act shall be andcontinuein force for the term of three
years,and from thenceto the endof the next sessionof the
legislature.

Approved March 16, 1809. Recordedin L. B. No. 11, p. 300.

CHAPTER MMMLII.

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE GOVERNOR TO INCORPORATE A COMPANY
FOR THE PURPOSEOF MAKING AN ARTIFICIAL ROAD FROM THE
PHILADELPHIA AND LANCASTER TURNPIKE ROAD, BETWEEN THE
TWENTY-THIRD MILESTONE AND THE ADMIRAL WARREN TAVERN,
‘ro THE POINT WHERE THE READING ROAD INTERSECTSTHE MOB.-
GANTOWN ROAD, TO THE WEST OF JONES’ TAVERN IN BERKS
COUNTY.

SectionI. (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenacted
by the authority of the same, That Michael Gunkle, Isaiah
Kirk, ReesJohn, JohnSmith, SamuelLaverty, ThomasBull,
Doctor JamesM’Farland, James,JohnandCol. William Har-
ris, beandtheyareherebyappointedcommissionersto do and


