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and regulations not inconsistent with the laws which govern
this commonwealth, as shall be found necessary for the well-
ordering of the affairs of said company. And as soon as the
said bridge shall be completed, the said company shall have
and enjoy the like privileges, and shall be entitled to receive
similar tolls, and be subject to the like limitations and restrie-
tions as are given to and enjoined upon the company incor-
porated for erecting a permanent bridge over the river Schuyl-
kill, opposite the flat rock, in the county of Philadelphia,®

Approved April 3, 1809. Recorded in I, B. No. 11, p. 361
Note (). Chapter 3057; Supra this volume, p. 1017.

CHAPTER MMMLXCIIL

AN ACT CONCERNING CONTEMPTS OF COURT.

Section I. (Section I, P. L.) Be it enacted by the Senate
and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted
by the authority of the same, That from and after the passing
of this act, the power of the judgés, of the several courts of this
commonwealth to issue attachments and inflict summary pun-
ishments for contempts of court shall be restricted to the fol-

 lowing cases, that is to say, to the official misconduct of the

officers of such courts respectively, to the negligence or dis-
obedience of officers, parties, jurors, or witnesses against the
lawful process of the court, to the misbehavior of any person
in the presence of the court, obstructing the administration of
justice,

Section TL. (Section II, P. L) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That from and after the paséing
of this act, all publications out of court respecting the conduct
of the judges, officers of the court, jurors, witnesses, parties
or any of them, of, in and concerning any cause pending before
any court of this commonwealth, shall not be construed into a

.
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contempt of the said court, so as to render the author, printer,
publisher, or either of them, liable to attachment and sum-
mary punishment for the same; but if such publication shall
improperly tend to bias the minds of the public, the court, the
officers, jurors, witnesses or any of them, on a question pend-
ing before the court, any person feeling himself aggrieved by
such publication, shall be at liberty either to proceed by in-
dictment, or to-bring an action at law against the author,
printer, publisher or either of them, and recover thereupon
such damages as a jury may think fit to award.

Section III. (Section III, P. L) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That the punishment of imprison-
ment in the first instance shall extend only to such contempts
ag are committed in open court; and all other contempts shall
be punished by fine only: Provided always, that the sheriff or
other proper officer, may take into custody, confine or commit
to jail any person fined for a contempt, until such fine is dis-
charged or paid; but if he shall be unable to pay such fine, such
person may be committed to prison by the court for any time
not exceeding three months.

Section IV. (Section IV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That notwithstanding anything in
this act contained, the said courts shall have power respec-
tively to make rules upon any sheriff or coroner for the return
of any writ or writs for the payment of money received on any
execution or process, and for the production of the body after
a return of cepi corpus to an execution, or in default thereof
_for the payment of the debt and costs,and also to compel
obedience to the said rules or any of them by attachment.
And the said courts shall have the same powers against former
sheriffs and coroners: Provided, that complaint and applica-
tion is made for that purpose within one year after the termi-
nation of their said offices respectively. -

Section V. (Section V, P. I.) And be it further enacted

by the authority aforesaid, That this act shall be and con- -

tinue in force for and during the term of two years from the
passing thereof, and from thence unto the end of the next ses-
sion of the legislature, ,

- Approved April 3, 1809. Recorded in L. B. No. 11, p. 363.
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