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trator or administrators,his or their lawful attorney,to make
an annualreturn to the orphans’ court of Chestercounty, on
oath or affirmation, how andin what mannerheor they have
executedthe trustin him or themconfidedby this act.

ApprovedApril 4, 1809. Recordedin L. B. No. 11, p. 389.

CHAPTER MMMCXXIII.

AN ACT RELATIVE TO CERTAIN PROCEEDINGSIN THE CASE OF THE
PRIZE SLOOP ACTIVE.

Whereasby anact of the geueralassemblyof this common-
wealth,passe~1the seconddayof April, in theyearof our Lord
onethousandeight hundredandthree,entitled “An actrelat-
ing to the claim of this commonwealthagainstElizabethSer-
geantandEstherWaters,surviving executrixesof David Rit-
tenhouse,esquire, deceased,”~’~the right of this common-
wealth was assertedto certainmonieswhich the said execu-
trixes of David Rittenhouse,heretoforetreasurerof the com-
monwealthof Pe~nsylvania,admittedto havebeenreceived
by themin the mannerin the sameactparticularly set forth
aspart of the proceedsof acertainprize calledthe “Active,”
capturedduring the revolutionary war, and provision was
madeamongotherthings, that if in pursuanceof the requisi-
tion of the said act (the decreeof thedistrict court of Penn-
sylvania, in the saidact mentioned,to the contrarynotwith-
standing)the saidexecutrixesshouldpaythe saidmoniesinto
the treasury of the commonwealth,without suit brought
againstthemto compelsuchpayment,theyshould be indemni-
fied for so doing. And whereasthe supremecourt of the
United Stateshavereviewed the proceedingsof the.saiddis-
trict court of Pennsylvania,andhaveadjudgedthatthe decree
thereof ought to beenforcednotwithstandingthe claim of the
commonwealth,andthe paymentof the saidmoniesinto the
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treasurythereofasaforesaid. Andwhereasthe good faith of
this commonwealthrequiresthat the said engagementof in-
demnityshouldbe effectuallyperformed. Andwhereassundry
unforeseendifficulties mayarisein protectingthe justrights of
the state,which ought to be provided for beforetheadjourn-
mentof the legislature. Andasthelegislatureby their resolu-
tions during the presentsession,haveenjoinedcertainduties
on the governor,touchingthe premises,and it is expedientto
make such appropriationsas shall meetevery contingency.
But protesting that nothing in. this act containedshall be
deemedor takenasaderelictionof any right or principle here-
tofore assertedon behalf of the commonwealth. And it is
moreoverthe duty of the legislatureto protect all good citi-
zensfrom loss or injury in their propertyor persons,by reason
of their obedienceto the laws and constitutedauthoritiesof
the commonwealth:Therefore,

SectionI. (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenacted
by the authority of the same,That a sumnot exceedingeigh-
teenthousanddollarsbe, andthe sameis herebyappropriated
andmadesubjectto the ordersof the governoron the state
treasurer,to enablethe governorto carry into effect all and
every engagementof this commonwealth,touchingthe prem-
isesin suchmannerasmay appearto him to be advisable,just
andproper, and to meetall contingentexpenseswhich may
arisein the executionof anyauthorityor power givento or en-
jpined on him by the resolutions of this legislature, passed
April third, one thousandeight hundred andnine, or by the
act of assemblyof April second,one thousandeight hundred
andthree,~1~andalsoto protectall andeverypersonor persons
in any way concernedin the protection of the just rights of
the commonwe~alth,in obedienceto the injunctionsof anylaw
or authority derivedtherefrom.

ApprovedApril 4, 1809. Recorded1n L. B. No. 11, p. 390.
Note (1). Chapter2.390; 17 Statutesat Large, p. 472.


