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[SectionII.] (SectionIII. P. L.) Be it furtherenactedby
the authorityaforesaid,That thetownshipsof UpperSmith-
field and Delaware,in thesaidcountyof Northampton,beand
the sameareherebyerectedinto a separateelection district~
to becalledtheFifth District of saidcounty,andthat thefree-
menof saidtown~hipsof UpperSmithfieldandDelawareshall
hereaftermeet at thehousenow occupiedby JohannesVan
Etten, in thesaid township of Delaware,for the purposeot
holding electionsconformablyto the constitutionandlaws of
this commonwealth.

PassedMarch 5, 1791. R~ecordedL B. No. 4, p. 129.

CHAPTERMDXXXI.

AN ACT TO ENABLE THE GOVERNORTO APPOINT NOTARIES PUBLIC~
AND FOE OTHER PURPOSESTHEILT~1INM~EWNONED.

(SectionI. P. Ii.) Whereasthe establishmentof public no-
tarieshasbeenfoundusefulin all commercialcountries:

[SectionI.] (SectionII. P. L.) Be it thereforeenactedby
theSenateand Houseof Representativesof theCommonwealth
of Penn~ylvania~,in GeneralAssemblymet, an.dit is herebyen-
actedby the authority of the same,That after thefirst day of
Septembernext,thegovernorshall appointand commissiona
competentnumberof personsof known goodcharacter,integ-
rity andabilities, asnotariespublic, for the commonwealthof
Pennsylvania,to- residewithin suchplaceor placeswithin this
state,as the governorshall in and by therespectivecommis-
sions direct, and the said notaries, whilst residing in such.
place or places,shall hold their said respectivecommissions.
during good behavior: Providedalways,That thereshall not
be at any time more thansix notariesappointedand commis-
sionedto residewithin the city and county of Philadelphia,
normorethanthreeto residein anyothercountywithin tbis~
state. And provided also, That no personshall be commis-~
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sionedasa notarywho shall not haveresidedwithin this com-
monwealthtwo yearsnext previousto his appointment.

[SectionII.] (SectionIII. P. L.) And beit furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the said notariesso commis-
sionedasaforesaid,and everyof them, shall havethe power
of administeringoathsand affirm3ation.saccordingto law, hi all
mattersbelongingor incidentto theexerciseof their notarial
office, and that all andeverypersonandpersonsthat shall be
legally convicted of having wilfully and knowingly madeor
takena falseoathor affirmation,beforeanynotaryor notaries,
in anymatteror matterswithin his or theirofficial duty, shall
suffer thepainsandpenaltiesof wilful and corru~ptperjury.

[SectionIII.] (SectionIV. P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the said notaries,and every
of them4 shall havethe powerto receivetheproof or acknow-
ledgmentof all instrumentsof writing relatingto commerceor
navigation,suchas bills of sale,bottoniries, mortgagesand
hypothicationof shipsor vessels,charter-partiesof aifreight-
ment,lettersof attorn.e~r,and suchotherwritings ashavebeen
usually proved or acknowledgedbefore notarieswithin this
commonwealth,and also to makedeclarationsandtestify the
truth thereofundertheirsealsof office concerningall matters
by them donein virtue of their respectiveoffice.

[Section IV.] (SectionV. P. L.) And be it furtherenacted
by theauthority aforesaid,Thateveryof thesaidnotariesshall
keepfair registersof all official actsby themdonein virtueof
their office, andshall, whenthereuntorequired,give a certified
copy of anyrecordin his office unto anypersonor personsap-
plying for the same,suchpersonor personspaying the custo-
maryfeestherefor.

[SectionV.]. (SectionVI. P. L.) Andbe it furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That in caseof thedeath,resigna-
tion, disqualificationorremovalof anyof thesaidnotaries,his
or their registersandotherpublic papersshallbelodgedwithin
thirty daysnext aftersuchdeath,resignation,disqualification
orremoval,in theoffice of therecorderof deedsof theparticu-
lar countywhereheor theyresided,who maybring and main-
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tam actionsof tro-veror detinuefor thesame,and suchregis-
tersorpublic papersshallnot in anycasebeliable to beseized,
attachedor taken in execution for debt, or for any demand
whatsoever.

[SectionVI.] (SectionVII. P. L.) And be it further en-
acted by theauthority aforesaid,That everynotaryshall pro-
vide a public notarialseal,with which he shall authenticate
all hi~acts,instrumentsand attestations,on which sealshall
be engravedthe armsof this commonwealth,and shall have
for legendthename,surnameandoffice of thenotaryusingthe
same,andthe placeof his residence.

[SectionVII.] (SectionVIII. P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authorityaforesaid,Thateverynotaryon his ap-
pointment, and beforehe entersupon thedutiesof his office,
shall takeand subscribean oath or affirmation, that he shall
andwill well andfaithfully performtheduties~f hi~office, and
also,thatheshallandwill supporttheconstitutionof this com-
monwealth;andalso shall give bond, himselfin a sum not ex-
ceedingsix hundredpounds,andtwo suretiesin asumnot ex-
ceedingthreehundredpoundseach,conditionedfor thefaithful
performanceof theduties of hi~office, theamount of thesaid
bondsto be determinedon by thegovernor,which obligations
shall be recordedin the rolls-office, or office for recordingof
deeds~within therespectivecountieswherehemayreside,and
maybesuedby anypartyorpartiesinjured,in like mannerand
with thelike effect asbondsgivenby sheriffsand coronersfor
thefaithful executionof theirrespectiveoffices.

Pas~ec1March5, 1791. RecordedL.. B. No. 4, p. 131. SeetheAct
of Asae~nblypas9edApril 4, 1798, Chapter 2004.

CHAPTERMDXXXII.

AN ACT TO ENJOIN CERTAIN DUTIES ON THE SECRETARY OF THE

COMMONWEALTH, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

[SectionI.] (SectionI. P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
and Houseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Pe~nn-


