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[SectionXXXII.] (SectionXXXII, P. L.) And l~eit fur-
tlier enactedby the authority aforesaid,That as often as any
doubtsshallarisetouchingthis act, the sameshall in all courts
of law and equity, andelsewhere,be construedandtaken most
favorably for the said corporation.

PassedApril 18, 1794. RecordedL. B. No. 5, p. 210, &c.
SupplementpassedMarch 27, 1795, Chapter1814. SeeAct of March

8, 1800, Chapter2117, as to enrolling of public ordinances.

CHAPTER M1)CCXLII I I.

AN ACT TO PREVENT THE DAMAGES WHICH MAY HAPPEN BY FIRING
OF WOODS.

Whereasit hath beenrepresentedthat numbersof persons
are in the customof setting fire to the woodsfor differentpur-
poses,therebyproducingan extensiveconflagrationinjurious to
the soil, destructiveto the timber andthe infant improvements
within this state. Therefore:

[Section I.] (SectionI,)?. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
and Houseof Representativesof the Conimoiiwealth of Penn-
~y1vania,in GeneralAssemblymet, andit is .herebyenactedby
the authority of the same, That whosoevershall at any time
hereafterwilfully seton fire, or causeto he seton fire, any woods,
lands,or ma~sbeswhatsoeverwithin this commonwealth,so as
therebyto occasionanyloss,damageor injury to any otherper-
~on or persons,every suchpersonor personsso offendingand
beingthereof legally convictedby the oathor aflirination of out’
or more witnessesin the countycourt of quartersessionswhere
the offence is committed, shall pay a fine not exceedingfifty
dollars and not lessthan twenty dollars; the one-half of SU&1

fine to bepaidto the informerandtheother half to the overseer
of the poor of the township wherethe offenceis committedfor
the useof the poor in the said township.

[sectionII.] (SectionII, P. Ti.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,That whereanypersonor personsso
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offending shall and are hereby declaredliable to make satis-
any other personor persons,every such personor personsso
offendingshall be andare herebydeclaredliable to makesatis-
faction for the same,in any action or actionson the case,to be
broughtby the party or partiesgrievedin the court of common
pleasof the countyin which the offencewas committed.

[Section III.] (Section III, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authority aforesaid,That where any party is in-
jured and shall rhot demandabove fifty dollars for his loss or
damage,it shall andmay be lawful to andfor such personçr
personsto apply to anyju~ticeof the peaceof the countyV~Iiere
the offenceis committed,who is herebyempoweredandrequired,
by warrantunderhis haiid andseal,to causetheparty offending
to bebroughtbeforehim or someotherjusticeof the peaceof the
same,,county. And if upon examinationit shall appearto the
justice by the testimony of one or more credible witness or
witnessesthat the defendantis guilty of the chargeexhibited
againsthim, tlieii thesaidjustice shall issuehis warrantto two
or more freeholdersof the neighborhoodtherebycoinmaiiding
them in the presenceof the defendant,if lie will be present,to
view the place or thing damaged,or inquire into the loss siis-
tamedby the plaintiff, and to certify to the said justice upon
their oath or affirmation what damagein their judgementthe
plaintiff hiath sustainedby occasionof the prenilses,andthat
upon the returno~suchcertificateto the saidjustice he is here-
by empoweredto grant executionfor the reco’very of the said
damages,togetherwith costs of prosecutionas i~usual in the
recovery of debts under ten pounds.

Provided always,That if any personor personsshall appre-
hend him, her or themselvesaggrievedby the determinationof
anyjusticeof the peacein consequenceof this act,he, sheor they
shall havea right to appealfrom the judgmentof the said jus-
tice to thenextcourt of commonpleasof the propercounty.

[Section IV.] (Section IV, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authority aforesaid,That where any offense shah1
be committedagainstthe tenorof thisactby anywhite or black
servant, without the directio~iof his, her or their master or
mistressrespectively,and such offendersbe thereof duly com
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victed by the oath or affirmation of one credible witness, such
offender or offenders,unlesshis ‘or her masteror mistresswill
pay thedamagessustainedwith costsof suit, shall be committed
to thegaolof thecounty,thereto be keptto hardlabor for three
months,and from thenceuntil the cost of prosecutionbe paid.

[SectionV.] (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thatthe actentitled, “An actto pre-
vent the damagesthat may happenby firing of woods,”1 passed
thetwenty-ninth dayof March,onethousandsevenhundredand
thirty-five, is herebyrepealedand madenull andvoid.

PassedApril 18, 1794. RecordedL. B. No. 5, p. 221, &c. See
Acts of March 29, 1894; April 1, 1840, see.1, P. L. 217; March
81, 1860; June 11, 1879, sec. 1, P. L. 162. Sections1 and 4 re-
pealed by the Act of Assembly passedMarch 81, 1860, Chapter
276, P. L. 1860, p. 452.

IChapter838.

CHAPTER MDCCXLIV.

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF CERTAIN INCIDENTAL
EXPENSES OF THE LATE CONVENTION AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Whereascertain demands,arising from transactingthebusi-
ness of the conventionand general assemblyremain unpaid
Therefore:

[SectionI.] (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby theSenate
and Houseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenactedby
the authority of the same,That the governorof this common-
wealthbe and he is herebyempoweredto draw warrantson the
statetreasurerin favor of thepersonsfollowing, for theseveral
sumsof moneyannexedto their respectivenames,to wit: to
Michael Billmeyer, for printing thejournalsof thelatehouseof
representativesin the German language, one hundred and
seventy-eightdollars; to Francis Shallus, for transcribingthe


